“Is Buried on Haz

On a shaded hill in Hazel-
wood cemetery is the last rest-
ing place of Edward Delaney,
a former slave, who stays close
i by his master's family, even
long after death.

- How came a Negro slave to-
'Grinnell, a town of a free state |
—a slave who served his master
71 years, then died a free man
‘when 75 years. old? _

The story leads back to Mary-
land when Joseph Hays bought
the little four-year-old Negro
boy for his son Tommy, in. the |
year 1790,

Slave-Holders

When Joseph’s grandchildren,
Samuel, Abram, and Catherine,
with a relative, Daries Thoma
came to Poweshiek county, the
were called Slave-holders, be-
~cause they came from south .of
‘the Mason-Dixon line, and were
‘not given good land They de-
‘cided to go farther west and
purchased horses and equipment,

Just as they were ready to
'leave, Henry Lawrence, oneé of
‘the founders of Grinnell, came |

'by, and, when upon question- daught
had_ wished lution
their homes 1l

;ing, he found they
 to purchase land for thei
he took them north of Grinnell
into  Chester lownsl P whe

{gave him his freedom. He did
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Body Of Faithful Slave .

Rests In Hazelwood Cemetery

On a shaded hillside in beautxful
Hazelwood cemetery in Grinnell is the
last resting place of Edward Delaney.
A tree growing from the foot of the
grassy mound testifies to the age of
the grave: for the tree is more than
two feet in diameter. A head stone of
the style of fifty years ago bears wit-
ness that some one cared when the
prairie sod was cut on the treeless
slope sixty seven jyears ago—cared
enough to furnish a last resting place
in his own family lot—cared enough
to ease the declining years, provide
{ medical attendance and give Christian
burial to a black man and to mark his
grave with the stone bearing the in-
seripiion: Edward Delaney 780-1861.

How came a negro. Edward De-
laney, to be interred in a Grinnell
cemeterv? It is difficult at this late
date and this far north to appreciate
the real condition of the colored man
porn in slavery. Edward Delaney had
no recmembrance of father or mother.
His color and his features testified to
his pure African blood. He was sold

.+ ~ glave in a slave state at an early
1’19«3 and the man who sold him was
la planter named Delaney, hence the
I name on the headstone in Hazelwood.
I; Edward Delancy a slave for seventy
years died a free man at seventy
five. The man who stood long ago by
the open grave, who, no doubt brushed
away a tear as the clods fell above
the still form of “Uncle Ned” the man
who gave his former slave a white
man’s burial and who raised the stone
in his memory. had, in his possession
a bill of sale testifying that Joseph
Hays was the master and Edward De-
laney hm slave. But while legally the
ownuei of a slave, Jogseph Hays hated
the institution of slavery, bhated it to
the extent that he cast the only vote
east in his county in Maryland for
John P. Hale, the Free Soil candidate
for President.

It seems a long trail from Uncle
Ned, the humble slave, who les in
Hazelwood cemetery to the immortal
ar+hor of the “Star Spangled Banner,”

Francis Scott Key. Human destinies
are curiously interwoven and had it
not been for the {riendship of Francis
Scott Key and the Father of Joseph
Hays, who bought Ned, Edward De-
laney would lie in an unmarked grave,
on some southern-plantation.

Here is the story:

We shall have to go back to the
stirring days of the “War of 1812.” Al-
most within hearing of the guns of
the British fleet as they sought to
force an entrance to Baltimore Har-
bor by reducing Fort McHenry. Here
in Carroll County M,wyland was the
100 acre plantation of Joseph Hays,
the elder, grandfather of Daniel F. and
Joseph T. Hays still living in Grinnell.
Adjoining the Hays plantation was
that of Col. John Ross Key, father of
Francis Scott Key, who during the
bombardment of Fort McHeury pencil-
ed the words of the National Anthem
on a scrap of paper.

Colonel Key commanded a regiment
of militia called out by President
Washington in 1794 to suppress the
“Whiskey insurrection” in Westera
Pennsylvania. It was in a company of
Col. John Ross Key’s regiment, com-
posed of Carroll County men that
Francis Scott Key and Joseph Hays
friends from boyhood served side by
side, as they had served in the War of
the Revolution under Washington.

It was in about the year 1790 that
Joseph Hays, then a young man of
about 25 decided to buy a “little nigger
boy” as a playmate for his eldest son
Tommie. It was with this in mind
that he drove to Baltimore and {hence
presumeably by boat to the “Eastern
shore” of Maryland. This was a long
trip for those days before the advent
of the railroad and steam boat. At the
plantation of one Delaney where
“pickaninnies” were plentiful, Hays
purchased “Neddle" then four years
old and took him home to Tommie as
one would take a dog or a pony. It
will be remembered that Maryland
was a slave state and that Joseph

(Continued on Page 9).
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(Continued from Page 1).
Hays assumed obligations other than
simple owuership when he bought and
paid for Ned Delaney. While he as-
sumed ownership he also assumed re-
sponsibility for his slave's mainteance.
He had no right to free him without
giving bond for his maintenance. This
was a just provision as it
ed heartless owners

staveS and permitting them to die
without care when their usefulness
was past, or to become public charges.

prevent-

freeing thoir

Then came the War of 1812, the
burning of Washington, the defense of

Baltimore and finally peace.

His story repeats itself and the
average man fails to read iis warn-
ings. An incident in the life of Ned
and indicative of the conditions fol-

= lowing the second war with England
is illuminating, .

There were no railroads, few fac-
tories, and consequently little except
local traffic. This was the era of
canal construction and the movement
of goods was slow and expensive,
Each community had its own flour
mill where the wheat of the neighbor-
hood was milled. The finished flour
Wwas hauled to the cities by teams,
stored in warehouses and distributed
by the slow methods than in vogue. It
was Neds' job to haul his master's
flour from the local mill to Baltimore
some forty miles distant. Ned was at |
this time in his brime, a man of
about thirty-five vears of age., Short-
iy Defore peace was declared he went
to Baltimore with a load of flour to be
stored in the warehouse for future
sale. We'll tell the rest in Ned’s own
report of the transaction on his re-
turn.  Said Ned, “The Merchant said,
‘Tell your master he’d better sell his
flour: because it's going to go down.’

I said, ‘you say flour’s going down?
Then sell it.” He gid and herc’s your
money.” The sale was made at $14.00
per barrel. The next flour Ned haul-
ed to Baltimore brought $4.00 per
barrel. This will sound familiar to
Iowa farmers who held $3.00 corn in
the expectation of Setting $3.50 after
the last war. !

A resident of Carroll County at this |
time was one Geier later generally
spoken of by the Hays clan as “old |
Geier.” Evidently a man of promin-
ence in his community, he was ap-
pointed Paymaster in the army during
the war with England. Inasmuch as
this position ecalled for the handling,

H

i
2t considerable Government funds,
was necessary that Geier
bondsmen. Bonding companies
then unknown and what more natural
than that Geier look to hig brother Ma-
s0ns for assistance. Josepl Hays and
three neighbors all prominent Masong

} and all well to do planters in Carroll

‘ County signed Geier’s bong, Final
settlement of wa, always

, somswhat slow. The temptation to

! mishandle Government funds

/ “new under the SUn” Whatever the
reason for Geier's hetrayal

f trust we have no reeord.  Hays and

{ohis fellow bandmen awolte one day

‘Mni'—ﬁunw-—\f}:fht—m T AN,

. to find that Geier had decamped
Government runds

secutl!
were

claimsg iy

of  hig

with
and that as honer- !

able bondsmen, they would have to re-
imburse the government.

We can only imagine the feelings of
these wealthy planters to find them-
selves heggared in late lifc through
no fault of their own. When it ap-
:peared that his entire estate would g0
under the hammer to satisfy the claim
of the government, Hays’' rirst imptuse
was to protect Ned, then a healthy
man, valuable as a servant, and as
ipruperty subject to sale for debt.
iWhen it secemed sure that everything
i must go Hays sold Ned to his son, al-
s0 named Joseph at the nominal price
lof $5.00. A bill of sale was drawn up
and Edward Delaney became the pro-
perty of Joseph Hays, Jr.

:  Francis Scott Key now appears in
the picture. He is now living in Wash-
ington and holding a prominent of-
!ficial position. Stirred by the plight
'of his hovhood triends he used his in-
i fluence with Congress and sccured the
passing of a special act granting the
bondsmen iife leases on their planta-

tions. In his presentation of their
cuses to Congress, Key argued that

the obligation to the Government was
through no fault of the bondsmen,
that the men were old and would be
thrown on charity in their declining
years and that the granting of this re-
spite would only keep the government
out of the property for a few years at
most. In the latter part of his
prophecy Key wauz *Fres-fourhs  cor-
rect. Three of the plantations soon
passed into Government hands by the
death of their owners and were sold
to satisfy the claim. Joseph Hays,
thanks to the intervention of Francis
Scott Key and a good constitution liv-
ed to enjoy the use of his property for
about thirty-five years longer.

!

is not:

| prominence in his new community and
|

Faithful to his master, who had pre-

vented him from being “Sold .south“
Ned served the old master while the
‘nominal property of the son. The old
%plantation served as a home. for the
elder Joseph and for his four soms
and three daughters as well as for the

orphan children of his son Abram.
These three latter, Abram, Samuel a‘nd
Catherine with a relative Darius
Thomas were among the early s?ttlers
in Poweshiek and Jasper Counties.
Then came the death of the elder
Joseph in 1852 at the ripe _age of 90,
having reared a large family e.stab-
lished them for themseives in spile of
his earlier misfortune, he passefl on.
The death of Joseph Hays terminated
the life lease and after tIEe necessary
legal formalities occupying several
months the Hays plantation went to
the block, was gubdivided into thr‘(_ee

farms and sold by the government.
There is a sequel to the story. “Old
Geier” took his stealings with him to
Missouri, invested in cheap lands and
grew wealthy. He became a man of
had the effrontery to get himself elect-
ied to Congress. Francis Scott Key re-
membered the case of his former
friends. It was too late to help them;
but tradition has it that he went to
Geier and compelled him to make re-
stitution for at least part of the stolen
funds under threat of prosecution.
Unen the death of the elder Joseph
the Ilays clan, numbering now about
seventeen found themselves without a
This was a contingency natur-

home.
ally foresecn and like prudent people
thev had been laying aside [funds

against the death of the aged head of
H:e fami Also like prudent people
they cast their eyes to the West. ‘
A council was called and the ques-
tion arose as to what would be done
with Ned. Legally he was the pro-
perty of Jos. Hays the younger, al-
;hOngh he had always lived and work-
ed for the elder Joseph. Ned was an
old man now, able to do but little
work and crippled with rheumatism.
The owner was responsible for the
slave and he must be provided for. It
was decided to consult Ned himself.
His verdict was “I'll stick to Debbie.”
Debbie with Mary, her sister both un-
married had kept the house for their
father, and his family and had prac-
tically become the head of the family
at his deatkb.

With no cefinite goal in view the

long journey *‘oward the west com-
menced. Thr-e wagons with seven-
Three

teen people made up the party.
the double frame house on Main Street
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months, were required for the trip.
, Uncle Ned still legally a slave was
| with thc party. $Still a slave he came
to the Ohio river at Wheeling. When
he reached the Ohio shore two of the
boys in the party lifted Uncle Ned so
he could “crack’ lis rheumatic heels
together, free at last on Ohio soil, but
dependent on his white friends for
care in his declining years.

Across Ohio, then fairly settled, on
through Indiana, on through Illinois
mud where a stop was made with rel-
atives at Rushville. Uncle Ned enjoy-
ed every milc Gl Uie wuip. A negro
was 4 curiousity in the north at that
time. When the caravan passed
through a settlement Ned was given a
seat high on the top of the highest
wagon. Here he rode in state, grin-
ning delightedly on the small boys
who scampered beside the wagons
thinking a circus was coming to town.

After looking over Illinois lands.
and stopping several places in eastern
Iowa, the three land seekers arrived
at Grinnell.

At this pre-war time the country
was divided into two sections, the div-
ision being the Mason and Dixon line.
Who Mason and Dixie were and why
the line is a long story which itis not
necessary to enter into here. It suf-
fices to state that prejudices establish-
ed in the east emigrated with the new
settlers to the West. Those from
points above the Mason and Dixon
line were known by those farther
south as “blue nose Yankees,” “nig-
ger stealers,” ete.; while the Yankees
retaliated by calling their southcrn

ers,” ete,
A

hrethren “nigger drivers,” “slave hold-
'

Now J. B. Grinnell and those of his
associates who settled Grinnell and
vicinity were among the “blue noses.”
0Old settlers will recall that these
“down easters” preferred settlers from
their own section., It happened there-
fore that Thomas and the Hays boyrs
were not received in Grinnell with
open arms in spite of their well filled
purses. Land men steered them out
to the more undesirable lands on Bear
Creek telling them the more desirable
tracts were all taken. Disheartened
at the prospect of finding what they
wanted near (Grinnell, the three men
prepared to go on to land of which
they had heard near Des Moines.
They had provided themselves with
horses and were breaking camp from
their camping place near where the
Spaulding Mfg. Co. buildings now
stand when Henry lLawrence one of
the founders of Grinnell came by. He
stopped and asked, “are you men real-
ly looking for land to move on as set-
tlers?” TUpon being assured that such
wag the enege he said “come with me
I'll show you plenty of good land.” He
took them north of Grinnell into
Chester township where tracts were
chosen for all the members of the
Joseph Hays family who desired to
emigrate. It is of interest to note
that this land was entered at a price
of $1.25 per acre.

Having found the land the three
scouts returned to Illinois and pre-
pared for the long journey.

S0 cume BEdward Delaney to Grin-
nell. Old time residents Wwill recall
across from where the Buick garage
now stands, This was the heme  of
Aunt Debbie Hays until her death in
the late eighties. Here ©Uncle Ned
lived and here he died. Faithful to
ihe last, “he stuck to Debbie and
Mary.” In the Hays lot in Hazelwood
(-umotefy stands a simple stone bear-
ing the bronze emblem of the D. A R.
the last vesting place of Aunt Debbie
flavs, a real daughter of the Revolu-
tion. A tow feef away undcer the tree,
with a gimilar stone ot che head lies
all that is mortal of Bdward Delaney.
He has “stuck to Debbie” even in
death.




