Ad ooy <) ABEL DOTY.

Abel Doty. who is one of the well known stockmen and agriculturists
of uim%mo: township, where he cwns a fine farm, was born in Cm_mfﬂmﬁm no::,.:.,
‘Or_om on the 17th of October, 1857, a son of Abner and Harriet (Havens) ‘Uoﬁ.ﬁ.
The father was born and reared in Canandaigua, New York, and was a son mm
Ebenezer Doty, also a native of the Empire state. The family is of En :mr
am.mnm:r the ancestors having come over in the Mayvflower. The .Doty ATM:.,:
H,Emﬁwﬂ.ma to Ohio during the pioneer dayvs and there they were :.1:.% ,.,‘.rm.:a old
Wwas discovered in California. In 1849 Ebenezer Doty and four of _:w M:p
mﬂramw@. Atlbert, Martin and Abner crossed the plains from Ohio to the Ms;mn
coast in search of the precious ore. The father passed away in a western ::Lm:
n/mm% mﬂua after searching for five vears in hopes of m:«m:w a rich vein of EQM
Abner Doty returned to Ohio to the farm. He engaged in agric ¥ s
in the Buckeve state until 1866, at which time he w@ﬂow,mﬂ” MMHH_M_,_,_M:_”_:Wnﬂwn“”w
a quarter .‘;,m,n:.‘_: of land in -lowa county, which he cultivated for mﬁ,c:_mmm
vears.  Owing to the state of r. Doty's health, aiter the marriage of taeir
son Abel the parents made thei- home with him and his wife L:awl:m ":m. re-

mainder of their lives. The father passed away 7th of !

at the age of sixty-five vears, but Z_ﬁm :_oﬁrww Mw:.m_/‘mma:hmw.Mm.,zwmcmr RS
A Jl ¢ 16th of Feb-

ruarv, 1910, her demise occurring at the age of ninety-two yvears.

The elementary education of Abel Doty was acquired inn the district schools
of Ohio. but after removing to lowa he attended the public schools of Fm:_‘oﬂ._
until he had completed his preliminary course, following which he entered
Towa College at Grinnell where he studied for threc years. Professor Tm:r.mm
was a member of the faculty at that time and one of the instructors of Mr.
Dotv. After completing his education Mr. Doty returned to the homestead and
assisted his father in the cultivation of the farm until he had attatied :W ma-
joritv. He left home in 1878 to begin hnis real life work and for three years
thereafter farmed as a renter in Tama county, lowa. At the end of that time
he came to Poweshiek county. renting a farm west of Grinnell which he cul-
tivated for a similar period. In 1884 he removed to Bear Creek township
near Brooklyn, where he resided for fifteen ygars, and in 1901 he came to Zma..
ison township. Ilere he purchased his present homestead, which consists of
one hundred and sixty acres and upon which he has ever since lived.

His land. which lies on section 25, is fertile, thoroughly tiled and drained
and in a high state of cultivation, with the exception of two acres which is
planted in fruit trees. Mr. Doy takes great pride in his property and keeps

it and his improvements, all of which are substantially ColsUUtiTuw auu o~
fully repaired. in good condition, and the general appearance of the place
creates a decidedly favorable impression. He breeds and raises a high grade
of Shropshire sheep and catte and registered Poland China hogs.  Although
he engages in general farming he feeds and ships stock to the Chicago market.

Mr. Dot was married at the age of twenty-one vears, to Miss Laura Sheets,
a daughter of John and Mary (Simpson) Sheets. The father, who was a
farmer, migrated from Ohio to Towa in 1863, locating in lowa county. Towa,
subsequentiy settling in Sheridan township, Poweshiek county. In 181 he
went to Hastings, Nebraska, and both he and Mrs. Sheets made their home dur-
ing the latter part of their lives with their son, Clement Sheets, who was a res-
ident of that town. Mrs, Sheets passed away in April, 1892, but he survived
her until 1009. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Doty have been born nine children, eight of
whom are living, as follows: Ada, who married Rollin Smith, who was shot and
killed at Chelsa, Jowa. during 2 bank robbery. He was marshal at that time and
was shot by one of the robbers while on duty, dyving five hours Jater. Of this
umion there was born one child, William. who is living with his mother. Later
\rs. Smith married Grant Ostrom. a farmer living near Hartwick. Tefferson
county, Towa, and they have had three children: Grace: Percy, and Rex, who is de-
ceased: Forrest, a farmer of Bear Creek township, this county, who married
Nola Tinker, a daughter of Edward Tinker, a resident of the same township,
and who have Jone child, Martha: Gertrude. the wife of Gordon Roudebush. a
farmer of Bear Creek township, and who have one child, John: Bertha Ethel,
Minnie. Cora and Glenn are all at home. Cora and Ethel are attending the

high school at Brooklyn an¢ Glenn goes to school in district No. 7. Madison

township.

AMrs. Doty and the children are all members of the Methodist Episcopal
church of Drooklyn, and Mr. Doty is a member of the Masonic fraternity of
srooklyn, while he and his wife belong to the Order of the Fastern Star
His bellot he casts in support of the candidates of the
republican party and has served his township as trustee for two terms and as
school director for many years. He is one of the energetic and capable agri
culturists of Madison township who well merits the success which has rewardec

his efforts.

of the same place.
.
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