Monday Deeemper 30, 1946

IRev. Truman
O.Douglass..
Summoned

Prominent Congregational’
Minister Stricken at |
Wheel ot His Car

\

Word of the sudden death of |
Rev. T. O. (Orvilley Douglass has|
peen received by Mrs. W. G. Ray*
in a letter from Edna Sylvester
Oshorne of Los Angeles. Mrs. Ray,
Mrs. Osborne and Mr. Douglass
were classmates in Grinnell col-
lege in the class of 1894. The let-
ter was mailed in Los Angeles at
1:30 p.m. Dec. 23, and it is pre-
sumed that Rev. Mr. Douglass
probably died that morning.

Rev. Mr. Douglass had long
been a sufferer from tuberculosis,
which caused his retirement from
his last pastorate ia Tempe. Ariz.
For the past few years the fam-
ily home has been in Claremont,
Calif. Mr. Douglass had driven
to Monrovia to see the doctor at,
the sanitarium there for a per-
iodical checkup. He was alone and
his body was found in his car
on the road between Monrovia
and Claremont. He swas on his
way home when stricken.

A Congregational Family.

Truman was the second son of
Rev. and Mrs. T. O. Douglass,
well remembered in Grinnell as
pillars of early Jowa Congrega-
_tionalism. He spent his youth and
“early manhood in Grinnell and is
‘remembered as a brilliant stu-'
"dent both in high school and col-
‘lege. He clected to enter the
. Christian ministry and was a suc-
' cesstul pastor for many years un-;
‘til the condition of his health
forced his retirement. Amodng his
Towa ~pastorates. Avere-: Congrega:
tional churches in North S
Moines and Davenport.
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| On his return to college he took up
his studies ‘with renewed vigor, and
in 1865 graduated as the valedictorian’
of his class., ' Ao lv, ] W
' Thé same year ia'éﬁentéfe&"th Chl-
cago Theological Seminary,’ complet-'
ing the three year coursé, and serving
the ehiirch ‘at ‘Amboy, Illinols; durlng’
his middle yoar. Upon graduatiod in'
May 1868, he accepted the call to the
church at Osage, Iowa,” where he
spent fourteen fruitful years. On June
25th ‘of this year he was married to '
Miss Maria Greene of Platteville, Wis- ]
consin. " Six children were born ‘to
this happy dnién:-> Rev:" Paul : H.
Douglass, Upper Montclair, New Jer-
sey; Rev. Truman O. Douglass, Jr.,
Tempe, Arizona; M. Hale Douglass,
Fugene, Oregon: * Mrs. Faith Doug-
lass Hodson, Claremont, California;
Mrs. Grace Douglass Orr, Lincoln,
Nebraska; Winfred Douglass, deceas- :
ed. There was also an adopted daugh- :
ter, Mrs. Aghes Pinkerton, Mission,
South Dakota. In the rearing and
training of this family the responsi-
bility fell largely ‘upun the wotlher,
who with sublime courage and devo-
tion bore her full share of this sacred
task. t ’ .

On October 28, 1868, he was ordain-’
ed to the Christian ministry. In his
own words .the Osage ininistry was'
“a hard, happy and measurably suc-
cessful * pastorate.” ' A'new church
was bullt, and foundations “were laid
for the prosperity of the di“g'aniza.tioni
which” have been abundantly realized
in later years. ™. 7 PR

But the great work of Dr. Douglass’
life begin’ in 1882 when he became
Superintendent 'of Home Missions in’
Towa. For tweénty-five years he held,
this post of honor, “loving and being’
loved, serving ‘and being served, bless-’
ing ‘and belng blesséd.” . This quar-'
ter of e céntiiry 'was "a “perlod “of

growth and misslonary expansion, the

‘| tion of the Western and New England

gstory of which has been so admirably ||
told in his annual 'reports‘v to_ the,
state meetings of the Congregational ;
churches.  -The  responsibility ;
leadership was idqreé..singingx:gg ng, 1
vet he boré all the hardships incident i
to the service, and {‘the care of all]
the churches,” with = the -, falt
dourage “of the ‘Apostié "Paul. The
home mission churches were always
his deep’ concern, ;aan}hegé,hgégihrf !
ried in his great heart with constant |
solicitude.” The achievéments of these |
twenty-tive years hé himself has sum-;
marized in the following wor !
. “One™" hundred > and .’ thirty-séven |
churches organized; ofie hundred and |
eightéen fostered intd" self-support;
two ‘hundred and twenty-two hoiises
of worship completed and dedicated;
seventy-eight thousand, nine hundred ;
and fifty-eight added to the member-
ship of the churches, forty-eight
thousand eight hundred and thirty of
these on confession of faith; the mem-
bership increased from fifteen thous-
and seven hundred and eighty-seven
to thirty-six thousand four hundred
and eighty-three; and one million, one
hundred and seventy-six thousand,
two hundred and twenty-five dollars
raigsed for missions.” .© - - e
Following Dr: Douglass’ retirement
from the Superintendency in 1907, he
took a sort of a post graduate course
in Home Misslons. Under the direc-
tion of thé National Home Missionary
Society he set out on & tour of inspeéc-

States. Later he visited the Theo-
logical Seminary; assisted in home
mission campaigns, and Grinnell Col-
lege endowment campaign. He was
chosen Iowa delegate to the Internat-
fonal Council at Edinborough in 1908,

'| Grinnell College Library which wil] |

and in that connection he and Mrs,
Douglass enjoyed the' priviless of « |
well earned vacation in visiting places
of interest in England and Scotland
and on the continent." He was fre™y
Quently ‘o’ delegdte “to ‘the ' National

Council; . & valued trustee'and coiin-
selor. to Grinnell Collegs, Tabor Col-

R L R 4.4 10 g
lege’ conferfed on him he digtes ‘o

Two t_sig.n‘il“léant‘ax\ld' highly valued
contributions “cainé’ from’ Dr.”" Doug-
lass’ pen. " His book. “The Pilgrims
of Towa” is a woik of genuine “merit,
Portraying in & vivid manner the story

‘Kof our home missionary achievements
/in Towa : In addition to'this, he biig:
fed himself for many months, and with
exhausting ‘la.bc')rs‘ and great ‘patlence,
/In preparing biographical sketches of
jmen who Lad served in the Congre-
gational ministry in Towa up to the
iyea,r 1300." There are nine type writ-
ten volumes of thege sketches, in the

be of Increasing value as reference
jvolumes in years to come. . . - i

For a numbér of vears Dr. and Mrs, !
Douglass have ‘been living in Clare-|
mont, California. "A stroke of apoxr{
lexy in the fall of 1923 was the begin- ;
Ining of the end. Tho passing months !:

have witnessed a gradual and steady;?
decline. The end came peacefully onf
the morning of September 11, 1925, .':Lt'l
the age of 83 years, 4 months and § f
days. Having “sérved his generation If
by the will of God he fell on 'slcep.” !.
It can be truthtully said of Dr. Doug-

lass that “the law of truth was in his |
mouth, and unrighteousness was not}
found in his lips.. - '
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'J‘am%.é’Saryer ‘Aand I GeOrE

‘% Thete Weré brief. Services at Ha;el-
wood cemetery iR charge ‘of ‘Rev,? _{11

Legion :‘} ’RE% R ,,xI:lfL*})?f.Mqrf Ofxi_bry
offered” pra }5‘19,11&1“ > Miles
o't of ithe™T Towa

Dés Mainds,” 16dt
Legianaire‘aud -avelode friend of Drit
Evans;.’ spoke .a:few. earnest’ words.
A- ﬂring squad"‘,under‘fcommqnd wof
Joseph SchWa and :éomposed of 'B.
P..Tarleton, - Dérrill :Muckler, “Fldon
Olds, ~John Reéd, Benjamin Stewart,
D. H."Mulcahy,:"C. P. Nelster ; - and
Hérbert Decatiir; Jfired the;last. -
leys jover 'a* aoldter's grave and’ "Russ
sell  Geoige” played *Taps Lthti s{;l*;

- Before -the’ setvices-a " the chapél

there ;. were ~brief : servxces at - the}l
“Nelson W.1!
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Loving Tributes Are Offered At The
Memorial Service For Dr. T. O.“bcn.ﬂm‘wm

Loving words and true words on\”cm.\
strong, forward reaching life of an up- !
right,* Christian man were spoken at
the memorial service held in the Con-
gregational church this morning in
honor of Rev. 1. O. Douglass, who
passed away Friday, Sept. 11, at his
home in Claremont, Calif. - -

The speakers were Rev. P. A. John-
rson, President J. H. T. Main and Dr.
E. A, Steiner of Grinnell, Rev. G. C.
Williams of Newtoen and Rev. C. E.
Cushman of Iowa Ifalls, all of whom
brought arich tribute of remembrance
.and appreciation to the man whose
life has meant so much to Iowa Con-
gregationalism. It was an occasion
?E,m_w marked by friendship and love.
Abstracts of all these addresses appear
below.

A quartet, composed of Mrs. E. B. T.
.Spencer end Miss Stella Bartlett and
mZommww. Fred Morrison and A. C.| !
[Lyon, with Mrs. J. P. Ryan at the
”cnmp: sang some of the old hymns that
"Dr. Douglass lovel: *Oh God, Our
Help in Ages Past,” “My Days Are
Gliding Swiftly By” and “Still, Still
With Thes.”
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Members of the family present were
Mre T 0 Nonelocg nof Claremeont

MR. AND MRS. T. 0. DOJGLASS IN THEIR HOME AT CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA



the Osage Congregational church de-

sire to add to this memorial service

our tribute of appreciation to the lifc

"of our former beloved pastor, Dr. Tru-

|
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|

man O. Douglass, who for 14 years
served this church with such intense
loyalty and devotion as to make him
beloved of all. His name will live for-
ever in the memory of this church.
This was his first and only pastorate.
To this church he came with his
young bride, and it was here that his
children were born. Ties of love and
affection that were formed during
those early years between pastor and
people grew stronger as the years went
by, and the ministry of Dr. Douglass
will ever be remembered as one of the
most beautiful periods of our church’s
history.

“His great unselfishness, his untir-
ing work, his larger vision and his
capable leadership became the inspira-
tion of men, and before his ministry
came to an end he had laid the foun-
dation for the strong church which
stands today as a living tribute to his
life. Today God's worker has been

called home, but his work goes on.

the presence of his influence will ever
be felt. While his death robs us of
a beloved pastor and friend, his lov-
ing ministry has not been forgotten
and the results of his labors will ever
be cherished as a sacred memory by
his many friends of this church and
community. Beloved pastor and friend,
supreme Christian, we bid thee a fond
and loving farewell.

“To the widow and children, we,
the members and friends of the Osage
church give our sincere love and sym-
pathy. . Our hearts go out to you in
this sad hour, and Wwhile you sorrow
for your husband and father, we sor-
row for our best friend. We commend
you unto the love of the Father and
may He keep you always is the praver
of your Osage friends.

~renn

“Members of the Osage Cong.
Church,

“J. Nevin Lyerly, Pastor.”

Abstracts of the addresses of the
several speakers at the service follow:

N
His epirit still lives and in this church

|this period, and very few of these, if

REY. P. A. JOHNSON.

T have been asked to spcak of Dr.’
Douglass’ work as Secretary of -the
Iowa Congregational Home Mission-'
ary Society. Manifestly it is impos-|
sible to do this in any adequate fash-
ion in the brief time here allowed.
All that I shall attempt is to point oyt,
some of the outstanding features of
the quarter of a century of devoted
labors which Dr. Douglass gave to the
ITowa Fellowship. L.

Dr. Douglass came to his tast when’
he was forty years of age. His com-'
ing into this office marked a new!
era in Iowa Congregationalism. Like!
a knight of the new chi\}'alry, and
with all the strength and enthusiasm
of consecrated manhood, he threw
himself into the work with holy aban-
don. These abundant labiors can
never be measured by statistical sum-

maries. The records tell us that he
had a band in organizing 137
churches; that 222 church buildings

were completed and dedicated during

(Continued on Page §)
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