DOWNING, wWm. H.,
ham Co., Conn. 1830, 3on of Ab-
ner and Drusilla (Nye) Downing.
He m. Margaret Carrico 1869. Chil.
Harriet, Minnie, Ggo., Clara, uow
4 Mrs. John J. Berry, Laura,
i now Mrs. Joe McBreen, Alfred,
ll Florence and Charles. He died in
Jan., 1897. Cb. and JP1 p 579§
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»ILLTAM 11, DOWNING, a highly respec-
ted citizen, successful general agriculturist

and stock-raigzer of Grinnell Township.

NV
Poweshiek County. Towa. has for almost a quarter
of a century been a resident of his present home-

stead of one hundred and thirty acres. and. a prac-
tical farmer and excellent business man, has long
been identified with the progressive advancement
of his loeality.  Mr. I)U\\,ning was horn in Brook-
lyn, Windham County, Conn., in 1330, and was
the sixth in a family of eizht childven born to
Abner and Drusilla (Nye) Downing. both of whom
were natives of Connecticut, and worthy descen-
dants of good New England stock. although the
Downings were originally from Walesand preserve
n'mn_\' of the sterling traits and sturdy indepen-
dence of their Welsh ancestry. Our subject grew
up to manheod in his birthplace. but finally deter-
mining to try his fortune in the broader ficlds
of the West, removed to Hlinois in 1854, residing
in Bureau and ITenry Counties until 1869, 1In the
meantie, Mr. Downing had been united in mar-
ringe with JMiss Margaret Carrico, and with her
made his home in Poweshiek County in the last-
named vear, 1869,

Our subjeet and his worthy wife reared eight
children. five daughters and three sons.  The eld-
est, Harriet. i+ now deceazed; Minnie was the

second in order of birth: Greorge was the first son:
Clara is the wife of JohnJ. Berry. of Jasper
County, Towa; Laura married .Joe McDbricn. of
Omaha; Alfred is a resident of Chicago; I'lorence
and Chavles are at home.  Although never de-
sirous of publicity, and a quiet and reserved man,
our subject is well known and honored for his
sincere honesty and invineible integrity of pur-
pose. Politieaily, he ix a straight Republican. and
a firm supporter of the party. A kind neighbor
and sincere friend. lns life has been unclouded hy
any word or act of dishonor, and to his chiidren
he will leave the remembrance of a carcer rich in
usefulness and fraughit with the earnest consider-
ation which Mr. Downing as a true Ameriean eiti-
zen gives to each vital duty of the hour.
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