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Karl A. Eker, 82

Karl August Eker died Wednesday,
January 21, 1998, while working at his
home. : )

A funeral was Saturday, January 24 at
Smith Funeral Home in Grinnell. Offi-
ciating was the Rev, John Epperson of
Grinnell Christian Church,

Organist Kathleen Heffner played
“Amazing Grace” and “Until We Meet
Again.” ’

Military rites were performed by mem-
bers of the Focht-Tennant American Le-
gion Post # 53 of Grinnell. .

Following the service, the family rc-
ceived friends at the Grinnell Eagles
Lodge

Interment was at Hazelwood Cemetery

The son of Louis and Meta Jensen
Eker, Karl was born September 11, 1915
in Marshalltown, where he was also
raised and educated. During the Depres-
sion he delivered ice to many residents
and businesses in the Marshalltown area
and later moved to Chicago for several
years and was employed with a foundry.

He was a veteran of the United States

Army and served as a sergeant with the
army medic corps. ) :
Upon discharge in 1945, he moved to
Grinnell and was employed with Claire’s
Cleaners. S )
He was married to Mary L. Kline Feb-
ruary 21, 1052 i Nashua, Iowa and the
mﬁd making a home in
Grinnell. They owned and operated

Claire’s Cleaners until their retirement in
1980. Karl enjoyed his retirement while

assisting his daughter, Vicky, with her '

farm west of Grinnell. ‘
‘Karl enjoyed fishing with his family

and the solitude of the outdoors. He liked

to garden, cook and play cards.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, his wife, Mary on October 15, 1995
and his brother, Paul Eker. ‘

He is .
survived by two daughters, Penny
Milburn of Johnston and Vicky Paulson
of Grinnell; one sister, Katherine Hagen
of Grinnell; five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the lowa
River Valley Hospice in Marshalltown.
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Funeral services were conducted
Saturday at the Smith Funeral
Home, with thc Rev. John Epper-
son, pastor of the Grinnell Christian
Church, officiating. Organist was
Kathleen Heffner. Military rites
were conducted by members of
Focht-Tennant Post No. 53, Amerni-
can Legion, with burial in Hazel-
wood Cemetery,

The son of Louis and Meta
Jensen Eker, he was born Sept. 11,

N , in Marshalltown, where he

“was raised and educated. During the
tX  Depression he delivered ice to area
residents and businesses. He later
moved to Chicago where he was
employed for several years at a
foundry.

He was a veteran of the U.S.
Army and served as a sergeant with
the Medical Corps. Following his
discharge in 1945, he moved to
Grinnell ‘and was employed by
Claire’s Cleaners. :

He was married to Mary L. Kline -
Feb. 21, 1952, in Nashua. The cou-
ple owned and operated Claire’s !

Cleaners until their retirement in
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\ 1980. ;
h Surviving are two daughters, :
Penny Milburn of Johnston and
Vicky Paulson of Grinnell; one sis-
ter, Katherine Hagen of Grinnell;
five grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; his wife; and one brother,
Paul.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the lowa River Valley
Hospice in Marshalltown.
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