ONE-HUNDRED THIRD YEAR GRINNELL, POWESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA, MONDAY, JULY 19,
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Ben Esmeyer, 77. lies dead near his overturned tractor after a The elderly park employee was thrown out inte the lake, where

. tragic accident Friday afternoon at Rock Creek Lake. Esmeyer was he stayed afloat while two cars ignored a witness’ pleas for help.
. mowing weeds on the east approach to the bridge across the lake When finally pulled from the lake. Esmyer was dead.

when his tiactor slid into the deep water near the bridge pilings.

T ragic Death at Rock Creek

voa L

man r:cd nrcd'essl\ in a tra- drewned while pinned under the Stemui to he bruised, and Mrs.

L’.’lC Friday alfternoon accident at tractor. "He was a ways off shore. ' Mathes savs that he didn't seem
the bridge across Rock ngck in the deep water of the channel.” | tn be able to get his arms out ot
Lake. © Even though the waters off 'h(“mh(’ water,
" Ben Esmeyer. 77. of Newten, "bridge are deep and the bhanks THis head was above the water
ot - was pronounced dead @t the scene hear the bridge pilings are abways | for quite a2 while. Then his face
Al as he lav on the shore of the lake covered with people Tishing. there kind ol tihped forward.
4 next to his overturned tractor. He i€ no lifesaving equipment in tiw . UIf there'd been some help, we’
- 'died as a result of a 4:10 p.m. ac. vicinily. Neither Mrs. Mathes nor; conid have gotten him out.™
)t -cident in which the Internaticnal ber hushand. who was fishing od

‘\ractor with which he was mowing the west side of the brid.te. can
1 |lhe east approach to the bridge .SWim, so Mrs. Mathes tried ‘o [tag
vy 'nosed slowly into the water and down cars for help while Hml)v"
is loverturned. But. Esmeyer was not Mathes _extended a fishing pole to}

| killed in the accident itself. ‘Esmeyer in the hopes of puiling;
el A witness ¢ the [atality,” Mrs. him to shore. Neither met with
1.1 Herbert Afathes of Newton, says  Mucn® success: ’
,_lthat the elderly empioyvee of Rock @ I tried to flag down two cars

Creek Lake State Park had [in but they wouldn't stop. They kind
s :ished mowing the approaches on 'of laughingly waved back anc
ilithe west ead of the bridge and ' ‘drove on.” Finally two cars dic

|had just started on the north bank 'stop. and an unidentified mats

ol the ecast appreach when the ‘pulled Esmeyer from the lake. By

tractor slid into the deep water a ihen it was too late.
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‘few feet from the bridge abut-- “Wasn't Under Water”
e iments. : When he fe’l into the lake. save
i Not Pinned L'nder Tractor’ Mrs. Mathes, Ben Esmever's head

s Mrs. Mathes in response to and “he hollered. He wasn't even

1. He wasn't  pinned. though.” came right up out of the water.
.!y reports  that Esmeyer under the water.”” Esmeyer’s back




