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Ezra Fahrney may truly be termed a pioneer of Deep River township and
Poweshiek county, and he is still residing on the land which he entered from
the government—the only man in the township who can lay claim to that distinc-
tion. His farm today, however, bears little resemblance to the tract on which
he located fifty-eight years ago, for at that time the land was still in its wild
state and few settlers had ventured into this district to take up their abode.
Now this region is thickly settled, while in its midst towns and villages have
sprung up and the entire countryside gives evidence of the thrift and industry
of the people.

Mr. Fahrney was born in Washington county, Maryland, April 24, 1831, and
in the paternal line comes of German ancestry. His grandfather, Dr. Peter
Fahrney, was a native of Germany, whence he emigrated with two brothers
to the United States, the brothers locating in Pennsylvania, while he settled in
Washington county, Maryland. He was a tanner by trade and conducted a
tannery on his farm, but later practiced medicine for many years. A grand-
son, who bears his name, is practicing medicine in Chicago. In his family were
four sons and six daughters and it was his son Samuel who became the father
of our subject. Samuel Fahrney was born in Washington county, Maryland,
and was reared on his father’s farm in that state. After reaching mature years
he wedded Miss Barbara Gantz, who was likewise a native of Washington
county, their entire lives being spent on a farm there. They had a family num-
bering fourteen children. eleven sons and three daughters, all of whom lived
to be more than twenty-one years of age.

Ezra Fahrney, the tenth in order of birth, was reared on the home farm
to the age of nineteen years, at which time he made his way to the north,
locating in Ogle county, Illinois, where he worked on a farm [ur three years,
while for a similar period he worked in a machine shop. In the rall of 1853
he came to Poweshiek county and entered one hundred and sixty acres cf land
on scction 14, Decep River township, where he still resides. He then returned
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reading. It was a long strenuous task which presented itself to the pioneers
of those earliest times but they met it with a steady, unwavering resolution.
They did not see in advance the full dimensions and importance of the work
there were accomplishing. From a wilderness traversed by only the deeply
beaten path of the savage they converted these broad plains into gardens. They
adorned them not only with the beauty of waving fields of grain but with com-
modious and pleasant homes, surrounded with many evidences of taste and re-
finement, with schoolhouses where their children were trained and taught for
future honor and usefulness, with churches where they might be trained in the
higher, holier ways of living. By their patience and energy, by their wise fore-
sight, they organized and built up a community here which in its general pros-
perity, in its orderly society, in the pleasantness of its homes, in the intelligence
and moral tone of its people, in all that goes to make up a desirable civilization
is nowhere excelled. In all this work Mr. Fahrney has taken an active and
helpful part and no more desirable place for a quiet home can be found than
here in this community which he helped to establish. He has now passed the
eightieth milestone on the journey of life and on the 24th of Aprii, 1911, cele-
brated that anniversary of his birth by inviting fifty of his friends to dinner.
He is still hale and hearty and his friends wish for him many more years of
usefulness and activity among them.



