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(From the Des Momes' Register)‘
The Rev. Alvah 1. Frisbie, D. D.

pastor emeritus of Plymouth Congre-
gational church, - and for forty-six
years a resident of Des Moines, died
early Monday evening at Congrega-
tional hospital, aged 87 years.

Funeral ‘services were held on
Wednesday in the church which he
served as active pastor for twenty-
seven years before his retirement
from the chief pastoral responsibili-
ties in 1898. Members of the faumily
were all in Des Moines at the time
of death.

With the passing of Dr. Fnsble
there closes a carccer ‘which was
unique in most of its points of con-
tact with his community, with whose
development his name was so closely
linked in many ways.

For years he was not only the
dean of the evangelical clergy of Des
Moines, but also the leading figure
of Congregationalism in Jowa and the
Middle West. He had probably offi-
ciated at more marriages and funer-
als than any other pastor in the state,
and thro intimate offices such as
these he had won a regard that was
as sincere as it was widespread.

he was concerned for every obliga-
tivn of good citizenship and he was

lar as well as in religious matters.
Thoroughly human and with the
saving grace of humor, he was and
still is one of the most widely quoted
Iowans. . )

Every feature of Dr. Frisbie's early
life seems to have contributed in a
peculiar way to the flowering and
fruitage of his long ministry in Des
Moines. He was born in Delaware
county, New York, on Oct. 22, 1830,
His father was a veterap of the War
of 1812; his mother of the strong
Scotch-Irish strain. *

Early in his childhood hé accom-
panied his recently widowsd mother
to an Onondaga county farm, where
his youth was under the masculine
tutelage of a paternal uncle, who,
along with his ideas of thrift and in-
ldustry, entertained a New England
respect :for the ministry. Neverthe—
less, young Alvah studied his first
Latin  lesson in preparation for the
ministry ‘on his twenty-first birthday.
His academic education -was acquired!
with more or less struggle at Oberlin!
and Amherst. where he graduated
iwlth the class of '1857. . His theologi-

" Dr. Frlqbles first pastorate was i at]
.Ansoma Conn.
! service there, he joined the army as
‘chaplain of the Twentieth Conn&écti-
cut Infantry. In 1865 he accepted
the pastorate of the old First church
in Danbury, Conn., which he served
:till the autumn of 1871, when he re-
{celved a call to Plymouth church, in
iDes Moines, and removed there w1th
‘hxs family.

i In 1871, a trip to Iowa trom the
'far East was accounted as g journey
.to another world by the residents of
the New England area. The new pas-
,tor’s journey was eventful. The train
‘upon which he traveled passed thro

After three years'j

e

circulation, and kap{kiﬁs Eenom:ga—
tion well posted upon the’ ‘spiritual
progress ‘of the state.‘, This ‘work was
oné of the factors ‘in” a’ reputann
which ~ ‘was” considered more * than
statewide. -

Nof long after his arnval in Des
Moines he suffered the loss of the
first Mrs. Frisbie, mother of his three
older children. In 1873, he was mar-
ried a second time to Miss Mar ha J.
Crosby, of Danbury, Conn., who suf-
vives him and whose activities so
completely supplemented his own,
with which t.hey were closely corre-
lated. -

Throughout his entire active career}

esteemed for his sane views in secu- |

,cal ‘training was at’ Yale Divinity

'Chicago at the time the great fire was
raging. Upon the day of his arrival
in Des Moines the cornerstone of the
present state capitol was laid.
Urban life in Iowa in 1871 was
typical of the development of the
then frontier state. The complexities
of highly organized industrial life
had not yet appeared; natural re-
sources were just being defined; it|
was a day of small things and great

lhopns‘ Plymouth church in those)]

Though he nommally retlred from
the Plymouth pastoratc in 1898, Dr, .
Frisbie’s activities were consldembmA
- |in the early years of his emeritus re- ]
. lation. At the age of 80, he was un- |
fatigsued and full of enthusiasm: fw.)"
days after his eightieth anniversary,
he suffered a slight paralytic stroke
since which time he had been in-
creasingly enfeebled, though his mind
was unclouded until the final stages

of his malady appeared last w;eek
;days was a strong nucleus of New| He died peacefully in a room which
1Englanders who have played so im-||pears his name in the new Congrega--
portant a part in the upbuilding of| itional hospital and which he was the

Des Moines. ) first patient to occupy. .
Into this environment Dr. Frisbie Throughout his life, Dr. Frisbie"

entered with a full experience of the| maintained a keern interest in many
life that represented the average of| lines of work. Hc was onc of the |
the community. Quick of perception| corporate life members of the Ameri-
jand sympathy, wisely tolerant and| can Board of Foreign Missions; he '
‘tactful in his point of view, he won | was a member of Crocker post, G A
this way quickly to the hearts of his} (" and one of the Towa Commandery
jown congregation and of the city at| [gyal Legion; for twenty years he .
ilarge. He used his knowledge of| was chairman of the state board of
'theology mnot as the basis ot doctrin-| home missions;. he had been a trus-
aire disquisitions, but simply, as an| tee of Grinnell College for twenty-
instrument toward his own better un-{ gve years. Withal, he found.time for
derstanding. He was simple, direct | jjterary work, and his “Sermons in '
and sincere, all qualities which were} verse” - and . “Plymouth Vespers”
the foundations of his great influence | were treasured by his parishioners, |
with persons of all classes. He loved | while his “Siege of Calais” found a
the out-of-doors and travel and good | wider circle through the fact that 1t ‘
horseflesh, but whatever of indulgence | was purely gecular Lt
‘he permitted himself was upon a ba- Through all the yearg of his active
|sis that was wholly in harmony with | service in Des Moines, Dr. Prisbie’s
‘his profession. He inspired co-opera- home was at 723 mm street. For
tion. His wit was kindly; many of the last few years-he and Mpws. Fris-
his aphorisms will Hve. "-.. .- ble have resided quietly at 1111 Sev- }
With thé. growth of the city and enth street. where he was beloved of
state, Dr. Frisbie learned and carried the ™ neighbor children a.nd much
forward ploneer work of his church. sotght by old friends.’::s
He became a leader in finding means| . In “addition “to” Mrs.- Frisbie mrviv-i
to provide new communities with fa-ling him,  there are :five™ children: '
cilities " for - worship. - He led many | Mrs. G. M.-Whicher 'and Mrs. W. H.
young “men info the ministry. and |Ryan, of New York; Willlam A. Fris-
‘|taught them how to be useful. He|bie, of Minneapolis; A. L. Frisble, Jr.,”
acted for years as general westem of Grinnell, and Mrs. Homer J. Clark,
correspondent for The Advance, 3 of 850 Polk boulevard, Des Molnes. -
lcongregational weekly of . nat!on : o bR R i

st

o s vy




