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‘-6 - Stephen Goss. / 9‘0 ‘8‘
* "With the ileath of Stephen Goss, who
died Wednesday afternoon at his home
1029 Pearl street, of the infirmities
of age, there passes one of the men
who had been prominent in the busi-
nesg life of‘ the town in an early day
and who was one of the interesting
characters of the town. A long il-
ness kept him from being known t»
many of the younger generation here,

but those who have known him for|
years found in him a man who hal
enjoyed unugually rich experiences
and had known many uf Lhe great men
of our national history.

Mr. Goss was born in Laconia,
among the New Hampshire Hills, over
eighty vears ago. Laeonia was tne
county seat and attracted many of
the great men of the day. As a bny
Mr. Goss wa. a great sportsman, de-
voting much of his time to fishing and
swimming. Those who knew him well
have heard him tell of fishing trips
with Daniel Webster and of how as
boys they would spend their Satur-
days swimming across the bay three
miles and back again at night.

In the ante bellum days Mr. Coss
was a pronounced abolitionist, and as
it was one of his traits in later life
to stand fearlessly and openly for
whatever he believed was right, so he
was uncompromising in his stand on

the slavery question in a thus when
even in New England it was dangerous’
heresy to oppose slavery. Thus he
became personally acquainted with
that fearless little group of men who
were fighting abolition’s Dbattles and
levening the whole country with New
England liberty veast. He was the
friend of Theodore Parker, William
Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Plulhps
and was one or those who entextained»
Phillips 'tmd ﬂeneral Benja.mm Butler
on their vlsj ung

he wis'd ?" rer as#he w?;;:}
:)e;‘so‘%u trlerhdbot Websteg& %d usea1
Q' g0 to t.he court room ggdg.ublig
places o hear his eloquence; which

stirred him deeply.

Later he moved .to \X.msachuqetf:
where .he became a shoe-maker, in a
small way at first, but later as an em.
ployer of many hands. When .\Iasm-
chusetts and the rest of New Eng-
tand began to pour its swarms into
the west and the struggle to make the
northwest free territory began, Mr.
Goss canme into northern Michigau}i
‘This was the most significant poil\f\
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, was not until they had proved thel

i
prairies of Michigan inhabitable that

the New Englanders dared a few years
later. to plunge out boldly onto the
broader lowa prairvics, where it had
been prophesied no man could make
his home on account ot the lack of
tuel and water.
_’While in Michigan Mr. Goss super-
intended the building of the ftirst tele-
graph line through the northern part
of the state. During this period he
enjoyed all the experiences of the ad-
vance agent of civifization in a new .
country, meeting with Indian exploits
and many interesting adventures.
1t was also the telegraph that.
brought him and his wife to Grinnell
in the ,s;g_&enti:.s when he wag superiu-»
tending the Construction of the West-
ern Union line through Iowa. He wag
a personal friend of Jesse Spaulding,
the Illinois lumber millionaire, who
aided him to start in the lumber busi-
ness here, Later he was associated
in the business with the Carney
brothers, B. J. Carney coming here
from Chicagn to

eNYn e with
Mr. Goss in the Jumbering business.
A few years later Mr. Goss sold out’
his interests and for many years has
lived a retired life, being an invalid
most of the time. Mrs. Martha Mar-®
mon had for some time been a faith--
ful housekeeper for him.

Ar. (Goss, with all the keenness uf‘
his New England iutellect, wWas re.
garded by all who knew him as a rave
and interestiug character. Not highly
educated he had a natural culture and
a sharp mind. His recollectious, in
which he often indulged, were enter- |
taining and instructive to a rare de-
gree. In religion lie was more or less ‘l
ol a free thinker and in all his re
soning was independent and fearless.
He was one of the churter members of

" the local organization of the 1. 0. O, 1

which liad charge of the funerul ser-:
vices uat the grave in Huzelwood yes-
terday.

He was one of a type of men who
were useful amd prominent citizens .
in the days when our present western'!
institutions were in the moulldinz. It
is because there are men like Mr. Goss !
with careers so entertaining and with:
tales so well worth hearing that ths'{
writer differs with a New York edi-
tor who said here‘ not long ago that’
life in lowa was a dull gray mounotouy.
There are just such types and char-
actery all over lowa awaiting the dis-
cerning eye and portraying hand of
artists to immortalize them in fiction.
Some duy we hope that Grinnell will
produce its own historian or novelist
to give some of them permanent form.




