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CHARLES GRIER,

One of the most attractive as well as most valuable farms in the eastern
part of Poweshiek county is the homestead of the late Charles Grier, who was
tegarded as one of the most substantial agriculturists of Lincoln township. Mr,
Grier, who was killed by an auto accident near his residence on the 28th of
December, 1910, was born in Lincoln township on the 19th of May, 1869. being
a son of Benton and Mary Jane (Sanders) Grier. In the paternal line he is of
Irish extraction, his great-great-grandfather having emigrated to the United
States from the Emerald isle. locating in Pennsylvania. The great-grandfather
removed to Ohio, where the grandfather, Thomas Grier, was born on the 20th
of November, 1810, in Belmont county. At the age of twenty-two years he
was married to Miss Charity Benton, their union being solemnized on the Oth
of December, 1832. The first thirtv-two vears af their domestic life were
spent in the Buckeye state, but at the expiration of that time, however, they
removed to Iowa. settling in Poweshiek county, where the father, who became
an extensive landowner, passed away on the I5th of December, 1866, Thomas
Grier willed to each of his sons. except Benton. one hundred and sixty acres of
land, and to his daughters eighty. Benton Grier, who spent the first twenty-
three vears of his life under the paternal roof, was born in Guernsey county,
Ohio. on the r4th of July, 1242, bui was reared and educated in Coshocton
county. For one vear after locating in Towa he a

ssisted his father in the culti-
vation of the home farm, but in 1863 he purchased eighty acres of land on

section 33. Lincoln township, from his brother Reuben. which is now the home-
stead of his son Mark. Benton Grier married Miss Mary Jane Sanders, a native
of Morgan county, Ohio, and thev became the parents of seven children. Theyv
attended the United Presbyterian church, of which they were members,

The entire life of Charles Grier was spent in the township where he was
born and in the district schools of which he acquired his education. A frer laving
aside his text-books he assisted his father in the cultivation of the home farm
until 1893, at which time he purchased a farm of three hundre and forty acres
on section 33. Lincoln township. where his widow and children eantinn. .
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