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\« Brooklyn, his birth having occnrred Au-
T@ qust 21, 1865, i

GWIN is a native son of

e is a son of Elias Gwin.

one of the carly pioneers of this county*

where he entered and improved a large tract of
land.  Mr. Gwin whose name heads this sketch is
a well-known attorney-at-law in this place and
controls a targe practice. lle received acollegiate
cducation and was graduated from the Valparaizo
Commercial College in 1882, after having spent one
vear in a regular course of study. e afterward
entered the fowa State University.aud in the fall
of 1884 began the study of law with the firm of
Talbert & Gaynor, of Brooklyn. Entering Drake
1 studies there for
some time and was graduated from the law de-

University, he pursued his leg:
partment in June, 1886, A vear later he was ad-
mitted to.the Bar, and since November of that vear
has been located in Drooklyn. He is an active
young politician, being a strong Democrat. and in
the fall of 1890 made a race for the County At-
torneyship, but was defeated by only fifty votes.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, James
Gwin, was a son of one James, who emigrated with
his parents to America during the Colonial days,
Daring the War of the
Revolution lie was in the service, and at the battle
of Bunker Hill plaved the fife. Our subject’s
grandfather was born in Pennsylvania and was

locating in Pennsyivania.

one of the early pioneer farmers of Holmes County.
Ohio.  About 1844, removing to Towa. hie settied

near Drooklyn, engaging in agricultural pursuits

until his death in 1861. 1lis wife, who was formerly
Miss Elizabeth [Muston. reared a family as follows:
Nicholas, Thomas, Jesse, Elias, .Julia and Jennic.
The eldest of the family, Nicholas, served in the
war and was severely wounded, from the effects of
which he died soon after returning home.  Thomas
was also a valiant soldier in the war.  Mr.
was a Democrat in politics and was a Presbyterian

Gwin

in religious faith.

Elias Gwin was born in Holmes County, Ohio,
and came to Towa in 1844, living in this vicinity
fm nearly half a century, his death occurring July

1891. He was 1emed on a farm and at one
time owned four hundred and eighty acres north
of Brooklyn. In 1865 he engaged in the butcher-
ing business with Harry Summervilie, and lateren-
gaged for about ten years in buying and shipping
cattle.  About 1869 he entered into the coal and
grain business and for several years was inter-
ested with I. M. Drake in an implement trade. At
Malcom, he for a time ran an elevator. Ile was a
leading public man and a liberal contributor to all
enterprises caleulated to benefit the vicinity and
the community at large. His wife, who survives
him was also born in 1lolmes County, Ohio. and
bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Flack. Her
father, Thomas Flack, was an extensive farmer. and
a native of Westmoreland County. Pa. In hisearly
manhood he removed to Ohio and about the year
1&14 came to Brooklyn. e was of Scotch-Irish
origin, a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Churel and. politieally. a Democrat.




