® Life Comeg""

To Its Close

died 1lay—18,1936
IF'uneral Services for Mrs, Geo, .

Hamlin are Helld Wednesday

Afternocn,
A WOMAN UNIVERSALLY
ESTEEMED AND BELOVED
Had Made Her Home in Grinnell
Ever Since Her Early
Girlhood,

Elizabeth Raley Bonsall was
born at Salem, Ohio, on Feb. 4,
1856, daughter of Joshua and
Elazan (Raley) Bonsall, of Qua-
ker parentage. In her early girl-
hooud the fanuiy moved to Keokuk
County, Iowa, where her early
life was spent on a farm. In
15773 she came to Grinnell to en-
ter the college academy. For a
time she lived with her unele and
aunt, Dr.oaned Mres. S. AL Cravath,
by whom he came through the
years to e regarded as a daugh-
ter. Do Cravath's ownership of
the dirinne’t dicrald al that time
was probaidy responsible for he
having been for several years a
smembar of the HMHerald force. A
rramber of
students +f the

considerable college
seventies  ana
cighties Lelped themselves
throuah vallere cgud acquired some
newspaper and  publication office
expericnce by working  for Dr.'
Cravath and he gave his nicce
Lthe mme  opportunity.  For i

She’is survived by her husband,

Ltime during, her college work she
lived al the tadies boarding hall,
that forerunner of the Quadran-
gle, conducted by Mrs. Cushman.
1t was durirg these Herald office
and hoarding hall days that she
acquired the nickname “IDunnic
Bonsall” by which she has bheen

affectionately known by her stu-

dent and town fricnds of thal
day cver since.
She was married to  George

Homer Hamlin on Jan. 12, 1881,
al the Cravath home in south-
casl Grinnell by Rev. J. M. Stur-
tevant and was taken by her
husband to live al the pioneer
home of the Hamlin family in
Grinnell at 619 Sixth avenue.
Last January completed the 55th
year of a happy married life at
this home. the only interruption
to which was a partial destruc-
tion of the house by the cyclone

of 1882 which necessitated re-
building. During that time she’
has, with her husband, become

cuch an intecral part of Grinnell!
life that biography is supcrﬂuuusi
to those who know Grinnell. On
April 10, 1936, after days of gi.?'-l
quieting illness at home she went
to the Community Iiospital"yfqlr:!
diagnosis and Lreatment. Shortly |
after, an operation became im- |
perative but this  offered only
temporary relicf. On the after-
noon of  May 18, 1035 eath
brought the final relier fr1o:mn her
suffering.
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years
a5 a home maker,
covered  with a few

loving regarq in which

’xhc has bheen held

" many years hoth by the casual
“ncmmint:lin:-vs who had hul‘ hrief
;('u):tuc&ﬁ With her g owepp s the
:;mox‘e clmr:n-l«-r—h-slin;:
tof intimate Mriends

over these

contuacts

and relative;
Jc.’m not be put dewn or mea ’nlz\:l
!I‘ Perhups it is best summed ui)‘
rin the name “Bonnie" given her
by her friends in stwdent dm,'s.r
Bonnie she wag both in t

|
character

She was, as a relative pnt it
“the peacemaker and straighten-
er-out of things for the whaole
family” only it ‘went farther than
the family. Her “Bonnie” nature

of an intelligent realization of
their  shortcomings. The decp
seated heauty and serenily of her
nature was never hetter shown
than during her last weakening
and distressing illness  through
which she maintained, without a'
break, a sweetness, serenily and
cheerfulness that had heecn  so
I‘Chm'ac[crislic of her whole life
tand with it all she had to her
“last congcious hours a quict it
land of bumor that were
,the marvel of those who visited
fher during her last days. as well
as a delight to all those with
'whom she came in conlact in her
previous social life, I
| Although withoat children of®
!her own o she was “Aunt Eliza- !
"beth” by
~airele of children who could not'
claim that

sense

adoption to o large

hlcad relationship, ;
"Two of such are her namesakes,
‘Mary Elizabeth Raley of River-
jton, Conn., and Beth Wakeficld
|of San IFrancisco, Ca'if.

(nephews and nieces have “Aunt.
‘Lizzie and Uncle George” (o]
}l thank for nceded substantial help?!
“and encouragement during school
or college days. She tcok, in!
Jinfancy, her husband's mother-
;less niece, Miss Emma Beebe.»l
who has hved with them as a’
rdaughter ever since. Her acLivct
linterest in the welfare and do-
vings of a large circle of  her
“younger relatives continued  to
+Lthe last week of her life. Through
{violent financial reverses thal
{have crushed or embittered many
!people she was always the same |
sweet “Bonnie" to all near her,
2 depandable sciarce of comfort,

Several

‘tcheer. and sympathy.

She has been a member of the
Congregational church since 1887,
The Drummond Chub aad
‘the Searchlight Club have enjny-
{ed her active participation for
{many years.

|
'
)

was inherently due to heing able |
to see the good in people in spile |

prominent in the banking history and in her face which reflected == ,f 25E 5 SEEcgE=
: & - g i CR I ( Z oz = =
of Grinnell for many yecars and ge' lchnrnc!u Iverybody  likes' aoZfgEsSggice
. — . - e . onnte,” so freque ard (e o =2 S E~ZZ
for a time treasurer of Grinnell those older frferlldt nll}y h; ard from swelznBg®g E ~ g
. s Who knew o s = 3 ] .
College, and by her niece, Miss best, was not simply (e l.‘.hc“ 3 = > £z e 9 : E_:‘-E‘j
Emma Beebe, as the immediate ]vaf a surface populeen . " (,sult. o= o g 5 % s °§"r} ] .
. ; arity : SRS =2 R
family in the Hamlin home, and frather due (o v(-xt'n‘n)' lml Ml L TET 2225 ?" PR
; . - N i I8 , = = = Lo 3 = <
by her bhrother and sister, Edward | loveable traits (hay nherently EgT2cE_ gaziz
i S { ‘ere i g == = ., 2F Z T~
W. Puonsall of  ({ancock, Mich,, jand that caused an U"»Gre mhqzn; o mEe=lF gECE
and Ella B. Cravath of Lod An- another acquaia- Tw . E _fTorce=
“eane Jtance to frequently remayi: that 5 YEEE 58 Bnee
ali p =My { { ot - d = 5
geles, Calif, . she was  “born under g licky : de="8 T _E*3Z 8
Funeral services were conduct- | star.” Ry mFE 3 2SS 25 _ 5 5
i : A= 5 LE 2 = = 2
ed by Rev. Robert Inglis at the 7 Q S8 zEZ2 oz E z=
.6 == 4 U z 2 g
Congregational Church at \2_.P4M. S8zl _ = QE ~T %3
J ) : FHR g REYTDET T IR



