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" FATHER JOSHUA B. HARDY."

- Rev. Joshua B. Hardy, one ofthe
best known pioneers in the history of

the Methodist church in Iowa, was'

born in Fayette county, Pa., February

7, 1820, and died in Brooklyn April 15,
: 1906, aged 86 years. : ‘

¢ In July, 1843 he was married at Le-
“banon in this state to Miss Emma

- Jameson, daughter of Rev. Milion

' Tameson. another pioneer Methodist
“preacher in Iowa. To them were born

two children, Mrs. Emma A. Statford

‘ot Brooklyn and Mrs. Nora N. Kellum,
“who died six-years ago. Eight grand
‘children and fourgreat-grand children

also survive him.

Mr. Hardy grew up in Hamilton
county. Ohio, where his father moved
when the son was but four years old.
From hisparentshereceiveda thorough
religious training and even asa boy
was given to serious thinking. He
could recall feelings of tender emotion
wnd religious fervor when he prayed
in his earliest childhood. Later he
somewhat out-grew this until in his
sixteenth year, he -became the
subject of a deep conviction and was
fully converted at a camp-megting
near Oxford, Ohio. Some time later
he removed to Iowa where he united
with the Old Zion Methodist Episco-
palchurch. Prior to that he wasli-
censed to eshort and the Old Zion
quarterly conference voted him a M-
cense to preach in the spring 1842 and
recommended him to _the annual con-
ference for admissibn on” trial in the
fall of that year. e e

In 1844 the Iowa Conference was;
formed and at its first session at Iowa
City, Father Hardy was received. into
full connection. Two years lat,ég a,t,1
Muscatine, then-called Bloomington,
ne was ordained an elder by the saint-
'y Bishop L. L. Hamline. Theoffeial
records show that during the -years
‘rom 1842, when he began his pastorate:|
‘n the Mt. Pleasant Circult until he
wvasretired in 1881, he served twenty-
1ve charges. He first served as elder|
1 the Oskaloosa district in 1852, which |
s0sition he also held again from 1863
o 1366. His pastorates in this county
yere atgrinnell in 1869, at Victor in
%77 and at Brooklyn, 18789, Thus he
served in Jowa a total of twenty-nine
cears in pastorates, nine years on dis-
ricts, one yearas supernumerary and
swerit y-ri ve yezu's superannuated. Thus
aonorably to himself and usefully to
the church did he round out the 64
years covered by his ministry. ¢

It should be noted also that, through
the early vears, many of his fields of
labor were quite large, involving much
travel and exposure, and danger by
doods and storms. Thus his second
charge extended from the south part
2f Washington County to the vicinity
of Montezuma, where he preached the
first Protestant sermon in Poweshiek
County. He used to tell of a person giv-
ing him an order that year for a pair of
bootsona Burlington merchant,and he
gladly rode there through thejmud and
slush of a wet spring to get the order|:
tilled, and tho't hiwmself well paid for
the trouble. : - '

No 0dds what the privation or labor
his work required, he patiently and]:
courageously. met it, and praved him-|
self faithful in every position of duty
and service to which he was assigned.

Iis long term as a non-effective man
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