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:Mr. Hays Was a Civil War Veteran
' And One of the Few Remaining

4. Pioneers.

A Christian gentleman,
citizen, soldier, neighbor and friend

has passed to his final reward. Daniel:
. Hays who possessed all the above:
attributes of mind and heart and al
historical background of rare merit,|
was born in Frederick county, Mary-!
land, August 1st, 1834, and passed toT
_his final rest Nov. 6, 1920, at the ripe |
old age of ninety-six years, three
months and five days. i
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Mr. Hays' service to Chester and
Grinnell will be recognized and re-
membered for many long years. even
until a second and third generation
have passed awav. )

He leaves to mourn his loss his
wife of sixtv-three years and the fol-
lowing children: J. 3., Harvey G.
Charles W., and Grace S. )
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1t is hardly possible to mention any-
thing interesting and valuable ir
Chester township of which ke was no*
a prominent and leading part. He was
one of the organizers of the townshiry
in 1860 and was one of the first vot-
ers to exercise the right of franchise.
After the township organization he
served as trustee and filled other of-
' fices with honor to the township anc
credit to himself. He was one of the
first trustees of the Chester Ceme.
_tery Association. He was one of th¢
‘organizers of the Sonora Methodist
| church,” March 18, 1867, and servec
, the church in every useful ecapacity
: during many long years of its exist-



DANIEL F. HAYS.

A tried and true soldier in times of danger and an industrious and progres-
sive citizen in times of peace, Daniel F. Hays, now living at Grinnell, deserves
mention in a history treating of the substantial citizens of Poweshiek county.
He is a native of Frederick county, Maryland, and was born August 1, 1834, a
sonrof Joseph and Elizabeth (Fuss) Hays, both of whom were born in Mary-
land. The mother died in 1846, when the subject of this review was a boy of
twelve years. The father was a blacksmith by trade and followed this line in
the east for thirty-five years. In October, 1836, he came to Grinnell, Towa,
where he spent eighteen months, removing on April 19, 1838, to a farm in
Chester township. Having once established himself as an agriculturist he set
vigorously to work to develop his property, and for forty-one years he was
identified with agriculture and stock-raising in this county, his demise occurring

in 1899.

Daniel F. Hays received his preliminary education in the common schools
of Maryland, and in his young manhood learned the blacksmith’s trade. He
came to lowa with his father and was just fairly settling down in life when his
plans were interfered with by the Civil war. On September 22, 1862, he en-
listed in Company E. Fourth [owa Cavalry, and participated with the regiment
in many important battles and movements. He was present at the Vicksburg
campaign and was with the regiment at the battle of Guntown, Mississippi, which
was one of the hardest fought battles in which the regiment took part during the
entire war. The Fourth Towa assisted in covering the retreat of the army for
sixty miles and private Hays witnessed terrific scenes of slaughter during this
memorable period, the recollection of which are as vivid in his memory as if
they were enacted but yesterday. He also served in th® campaign of Ceneral
Wilson in Alabama and Georgia in 18065. He was honorably mustered ofit
June 17, 1RA5, at Nashville. Tennessee, and returned to Poweshiek county. He
conducted a blacksmith shop at Grinnell and later engaged in farming, also main-
taining a blacksmith shop upon his place. In 1904 he moved to Grinnell, where
he has =ince lived. ‘

On the 12th of December, 1867, Mr. Hays was united in marriage at \e-
chanicstown, Maryland, to Miss Susan Weller, a daughter of Thomas Weller,
of Maryland, who died when his daughter Susan was four years old. Six chil-
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hays, five of whom grew to maturity, namely:
Joseph Weller, a graduate of Cornell College at Mount Vernon, Iowa, who is
married and now resides at Chicago, Illinois; Harvey G. A., also a gracduate of
Cornell College, who is married and lives on a farm at Hereford, Texas; Rosa
D., at home; Charles W., who is married and lives in Chicago; and Grace S,
also at home.

Mr Hays and his wife are now living in a beautiful residence in Grinnell
with well kept lawn and fine shade trees, making it one of the most attractive
homes in the city. They are earnest friends of education, as is shown by the
unusual facilities enjoyed by their children, all of whom were given the ad-
vantages of a college training. Mr. Hays voted for Abraham Lincoln as presi-
dent and he has generally supported the republican party since, but he has pro-
hibition tendencies in local affairs. He was one of the founders of Chester
township and has held many of the offices of the township from its earliest
days. He is a valued member of the Methodist church and of the Grand Army
Post at Grinnell. Having now arrived at his seventy-seventh year he is practically
retired from active labor and enjoys a peace and prosperity which he has richly
earned by many vears of earnest effort.
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of the eariy settlers of  (his bart of the Hawkeyve
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and uprigzht eharacter.,
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> descended from a long line or American an-
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derson, Lorn June 17,1732, a lady of wo; th, and
of Seoteh descent. To this husbhand airg wife were
born two, daughters and three sons, whao survived
to mature years.  Of the twelve sons of their
grandfather, severyl served with distinguished gal-
lantey in the War of the Revolution, f

Five children bleszed the home of
and Mary (Henderson) ITays.  Elizabeth mar-
ried Thomas Wj ilzon. and se(tled in the West
ern Reserve in Mm'_\'lnnri and most of their (e
scendants now reside in Keoluk. Towa; John Q-
cated in West Vircinia, and there reared a family;
Joseph. who was born Octaber 1S3, 1760, made his
Lome in Carroll I County, Md., and Was twice mar-
ried, having five children by his first unijon, and
two by his second: Thomas, whowas born May
211791, spent Lis lite in Frederiek County, M.,
living married Fliza eth Armstrong, and reared a
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and yet surviving, now resides with our subject.
his son, Daniel I, who was twenty-two  years old
when he scettled in Poweshick County. Imme-
diately upen the breaking out of the Civil War,
Daniel F. Hays espoused the cause of the Union,
and bravely enlisted in September, 1862, in Com-
pany B, Fourth Towa Cavalry. which regiment af-
terward veteranized, The first general engage-
ment in which the command participated was un-
der Girant. at Jackson, Miss.. at the siege of Vieks-
burg, and until the close of the war the regiment
took an active part in the numerous and decisive
battles of the long campaign. 1t was upon June
17. 1865, after years of faithful duty courtageonsiy
performed, that onr subject was honorably mus-
tered out of the service of the Govermment al
Nashville. Tenn. At once returning to his home,
Mr. Havs entered azain into-be pursuit of agri-
culture in Poweshick County.  Later be met Miss
Susan B. Weller, daughiter of Thomas and Sophia
Weller. old-time residents of the Maryland home.
The youny ludy had come to vizit her sister. Mrs,
1. Danner. of Grinneil, aud there the old friend-
ship was renewed. and in December. 156070 Miss
Weller becune the wife of oursubject.  OF the six
children born to Mroand Mrs Hays tive survive:
Juseph W.. who was educated in the college at
Grinnell. and who is a graduate of Mo Vernon

~chiool, in the Class of "0 i the eldest borm Siace
completing his studies, he has devoted himself to
newspaper work.  ITarvey Goiz now a promising

student in the Mt Vernon Schiool, Rosa D.owas

cducated in Grinuell, and is an  accompiished
voung lady. and teaches school i Chester Town-
ship.  Charles Wo is attending schiool at Grinnell.
Giracie. a bright miss, is also in school. The sixth
little one died in infaney.

The IHayvs family came to Chester Township,
April 19, 1558, when hut two houses had been
crected in the township, although there were zev-
eral shanties in The thied house
built was occupied by the father of onv subjeer,

who purchased a farm of two hundved and forty

temporary use.

acres. this howestead now being in the josseszion
of Daniel oo Foremest in alding in public ime
provement< the Tayvs< hiave directiv or inediveetls

assistedd in the building of every schoclhous2 and

bridee in the township, and ave all connected with
the Methodist Epizcopal Church and active in the
Politically, the
family were in early days Whigs. but sinee the
formation of the Republican party are steadfast to

voond works of that denomination.

itz principles and vote that ticket, pledged to 1e-
form and progress.  Among the branches of the
family widely known were the early settlers of
Tennessee, Samuel Hays and his son. John Coffee
Havs, who waz one of the heroes of the Mexican
War. No family has done more important service in
the settlement of the State of JTowa than the family
of which our =ubject is an honoved representative,
Intimately identificd with the enterprises and pro-
gressive interests of Poweshick County from its
pioneer dayvs, Danicl I Hayvs ix widely known and
highly esteemed. commanding the fall confidence
of the host of old-time friends and acquaintances.
with whom he has for so many yearslabored in be-
ialf of the mutual welfare of their home locality,
As owocivilinn and a soldier. one subject has bheen
true to Lis God amwd his country. awd earnest, ener-
eetic and enterprisine, ix a faithful American citi-

Ze.




