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._V\[i_l_]iam_;_‘L‘__ngg, eldest son
of Jos€ph T. and Maria Lud-
wig Hays, was horn April 10..
1 1870. and departed this life Jan.
‘11‘, ‘1954 at the age of 83.

HE "gréw up in the Sonora

I neighborhood, leaving school at '
. an “early ‘age to work out on
I neighboring farms, where his
!industry and ability made
i him a valued employee. B
' In later years he enjoyed re-!
}cal]ing many of 'the events
j centering around the social life
j of the times, his parents, five
'brothers and sisters, other
!young people of the community, .
ithe church and the school.
i As a young man he attended
.and graduated from Iowa Bus-
ness College of Des Moines.
where he wasg particulariy in-
terested in the courses in math-
matics and banking.

He chose. however. to be a
farmer, with carpentering as |
perhaps his next main imerest.!
He built many of the buildings |
;on the several farms he later
owned and followed this oceu- |
pation for many vears after his
. retirement to town.

On Thanksgiving Day, 13895,
he was united in marriage tof
Katie Wolcott of the ‘Sheridan:
community. "To™ this union were
born-  three children,  Ancel, !
Gladys - and Mable Ruth who ;
died - in infancy. - ;

"He ‘applied his” early learned |
habits of industry, thrift and!
foresight t; the business ofi'
farming, first buying the home |
farm and later expanding as he!
was able. . .

In 1916 he decided to move to
Grinnell, because of the health
of his helpmate, and there he
built a fine home for her and‘f
his family, later working at car-

as a bank director for se\'eral;
vears. f

In 1933, Decause of adverse
conditions, it became necessary
to move back to the fari,> where
he and his helpmate again took
up the work, until her decease !
in 1936, followed by that of his
daughter, Gladys the next year.,

He bravely ang successfully
carried on, applying the lifelong
habits he had learned to the |
business of farming, !

In 1940 he was united in mar-,
riage to Mrs. - Mary Giel. They
continued tcgether on the farm

1

pentering in many of the homes, for the nexteight 'years, when!
about the city and managing the|he and his Hélpmate again took

business of his farms and acting

where he biilt a new home for!
the declining years of his com-

‘panion and himself.

Again hereavement struck, and
‘she was taken away within the
'next year. But he had learned to
isay with Job of old, “The Lord



