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(Editor's note: The following
commenis were read at a me-
moetisl sevvive fvr Br. Julia Ford
Hill at Grinnell College Sept. 15.
Dr. Hill died Sept, 1 at the
Mayflower Home.)
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Those who knew Julia Ford Hil]’

recognized her pride in her family
herttuge and a devotion to Grin
nel College and its historie tradi-

by that heritage, U is appropriate
that at the end of her life we re-
cognize what Grinnell College owes
to Dr, IHill and hcr notable Hill
family.

Her grandfather, the Rev. James
J. Hill. was one of the historic
Iowa band by whom Grinneli Col-
lege was founded. As pilgrim pio-
neers of Iowa religion and culture,
they came from the east in the
18405 as missionaries with the
cumen purpuse  Ceach o found
a church and together a college.”
Each did found a church, ang with
James J. Hill's silver dollar the
endowment for a college was cre.
ated,

.—.-The _guilding _pripciple of these

Grinnell founders was a belief in
“the right initiative at the right

time in the right piace.” They.

seemed to sense in their mission

the challenge they would leave to

those who were to follow and the

two sons of Jameg J, Hill readily

accepted the heritage left to them.
~ Left a Mark

Few men left such a mark on

|their alma mater as did James
-Langdon Hill and his  brother
Gersham Hyde Hill who both grad-
-vated from Grinnell College in the
I Class of 1871, As loval sons of old
-Grinnell they embodied the early
vspirit of the college which char-
;acterized it as a Christian institu-
| tton, lberal in ils ideals. devoted
i lc the rights of man and the devel-
jobment of the potential of the in-
'dividual.

¢ James L, Hill became a cele-
i brated autnor and preacher. Gers.
i ham Hill, father of Juiia Ford Hill,

Iwas ane of the first ten phyvsicians

; T | licensed in the ctate of [owa. He!
tions which were greatly influenced | carried

thal pioneer spirit of his
father into the field of medicine
and psychiatry, devoting his life to
the care of the mentally ill. He
called himself an “alienist™ be-
cause he cast his lot with the “ali-
ens” set apart f{rom society by
thetr mental illness at a time when
they were treated as less than hu-
man beings. As superintendent of
the state facility at Independence
and as founder in 1902 of Hill's
Retreat in Des Moines, later to be
known as Hillerest, Gersham Hiil
became nationally known as a psy-
chiatrist and a leading authority
on the treatment of mental illness,
. Trusiees
Both Gersham and his brother

followed their eminent father in
his example of living and of giv-
ing. They were devoted trustees
of the coilege who contributed
greatly to the rebuilding of the
school after the cyelone disaster,
ttey were charier members of
Phi Beta Kappa. founders of the
Hill oratorical prize still awarded
to outstanding students in oratory
and music: and they were, above

es- !
of !

1its who were interest-t

|

|

‘all, sell-preclaimed loyal sons of
reld Grinnell,

i As the only child of Gersham
gHill aird Louise Ford. Julia Ford
JHiH Zrew to wamanhood educated
in the Hill tradition, embued with
I'the pioneering spirit, with the char
“acteristic Hill sense of purpose.
cand devotion to her fellow man
‘After graduating Phi Beta Kappa
from Grinnell in 1308, she followed

ther lather’s foorsteps in the field

(of medicine and then as a pioneer
'in child psvehiatry, Hers alsa was
a distinguished career and more
impnrtant a distinguished lite of
iChristian soctal concern, as  she
gave of hersell to others as a truly
gentle woman.
Devoted 1o College

Throughout her life Dr. Hill was
very proud of her family and. as
they, devoted to her college. Sev-:
eral years ago after returning o’
Grinnell in retirement she gave to!
the college a [amily heirloom—a,
quilt presented to her grandfather
and grandmother by parishioners
of their home church in Bathe,
Maine, at about the same time that
the collcge was founded—125 years
ago. Each family of the parishg
had created a square worked with
great detail and with obvious love
as a gift to the rioneer couple.

In entrusting the care and pres-
ervation of this guilt to the college
Julia "Hill indicitéd her devotion]
te her family's histery and her:
family's college and Ler sense of
historical perspective as the last
of the Hill family. .

The college and its alumni pay
jtribute to an sntstanding Grinnelli- |
:ar and to the signjficance of the
Hill heritage upon her life and |
upon the life of a coliege. )

ral services for Dr. Hill will

by ini Clirch of Christ-Con-
‘the OUnited

aragational, with the Rev. Ni\l\r;\.\._
o tx) 17 S




