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F‘redpmn W._ Johnson who died at
nisTHGHTG on Park Street, Juneg 8,
!911 after a brief illness w1th an
iffection of the heart, was born in
New Caledenia, Mounrge County, New
York, March 2, 1830,

He had lived in the town and town-
ship of Grinnell forty years and his
leath at the mature age of eighty-
oneg removes one of the obdest resi-
lents of the commuhity,

He was of pure England and New
Kngland ancestry, being descended o1
his mother’'s side from a sturdy Puri-
tan family, remarkable for its long-
avity.

His father,
Boglish

JSamuel Johnson, an

officer who served under
Wellington at Waterloo, resigned h's
comniission scon after the battle and -
ante to Western New HEngland.

His mother, Wealthy Baker, was
bory and grew to womanhcod on the
family  homestead near  Pittsfietd,
Maxs,, being the fifth in dirvect des-
rent from Edwapd Baker, who came
‘0 Sulem with Governor Winthrop, in
1630, and who was a deacon in the
first church there many years.
.2oon after their marriage, the
snlidler from over the seas and his
Paritan wife nheved the call of the
Wesi. The completion of the Erie
Canal had opened the way to the
new lands of western New York,
Thither they went to csetablish a

ihome, Here four children were boTn,
Frederic being next £o the oldest,
Being deprived of a father’'s sup-
pert and care, when Frederic was!
.about four years old, the mother re-.
‘turned to the old home inm the Berk-
shire Hills and reared her children
according to NeWw Lngland stabdards,

Frederic attended district schools
under the schooimasters of “'ye olden
tine” winning prizes at an early
are for scholarship and good ™ cone

Jtuet. Later he attended the weademy
ar lLowville, New York, and Willis-
ton Seminary at East Hawplton, Mass
niawed for the founder of the Willis-
ron professorship in Grinnell College.

His superior scholarship and matrked
aptitude for mathematics early led
him te teaching and shortly after he
was twenty years of age, he began
teaching ~mathematics in the high
sehool at Plitstield, that fine old
-New England tewn, ofien visited In
those days by the poet, Longfellow,
\who once lived there, and by O.iver
i Wendell Holmes. Henry W. Show
‘known to the world as Josh Billings,
lived a few miles away. Such preacl
ers as Wayland Hoyt and others who
hecame famous, occupied the pulpits

of Pittstield. Altogether, it was
New England at its best, Such was
the environment of his early man-

hood and such wera the influences
which shaped his character and life.

Thep came the call of the Wesr,
just as it had come to his father be-
tore him, He reached Chicago in
1354, the year Grinnell was founded. |
The outbreak of Asiatic cholera of
voar disarragged his plans fef
o(nnng in Chicago. Soon alter he be-
am teaching in a New Enuland com-
wunity at Rockford and a vear later,
at Galesburg. In 1857 he visited!
Poweshiek County with a view of
locating but decided to remain with
is mother and sister, then livinz
near Weatherstield, a New HEngiand
setriement in Henry County, Llinois,
Sdrem whence W, O, Willard, W, G.
Ray, the late Heary G. Little and
yther well kpown citizens subsequent
v came to Grinneil

Soon after the beginning of the
(*ivil War, he turned his attention
to farming, and while he was always
a student in babit and a teacher in
splrit, he remained a farmer by oc¢-

“cnpation until the close of his active .

Nifa.

At Kewanee, Illinois, New Year's
Day, 1866, he married Miss Emiy V.
McConnell, formerly of Lowville, N.
Y., who died after a unior of more
than forty years, October 9, 1906, In

1371 he moved from Galva, Il tothe '

farm near Grinpell, where he lived
thirty years, In 1901 ke retired from
the farm to the city of Grinpell, re-

siding in the home which e built at ¢
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k rionat,

Five children, who wenre all pres-
ant dnring his last hours. sutvive to
mourn his losg, Frank W. Johnson,
‘Publisher, of Chicago; HEmma M.
-Johnson, teacher of saclence, Pt
Morgan, Colo. High School; Rlora L
‘Johmson, trained nurse, Alva Oklaho-
ma; Clara R. Johnson, teacher of Eng-
iish, County High School, Gayville,
So. Dak, and Albert E. Johngon, let-
ter carrier, Grinnell, Ia. All grew up
in this community and three hold
degrees f_rShi' Grinnell College. 4

Ho. was a quiet man, somewhat re- -
ticent in general imtercourse, bub

fﬁffable and kind, a good neighbor an i

a loval, appreciative friend. He was
4 close student uf pubdic affairs, in-
dependent in politival views, an un-

sparing ‘critic of affectation and pre-|
'tense,
cerning
; ticularly
CEngland and pessessed o mewory of

well and widewy informed con-.
The nistory of the naticm, par,

with the history of New
almigst photozraphic aecuravy of  de
rail voncerning men and evelts.

While not denpnstrative ina public
way, he took a keen interest in ail
improvements, material and adus a-
which have made Grinnell
the admiration of the nelghborng
colnnities,

He was devoted, above ail else, to
his home and to his children, whowe
adncation and weifure were ever his
chict coneern and pride. In early
Hlife. he joined the Daptist church,

and while not actively [dentifled with
‘church affairs in later years, he was

essentially Christian, in spirit and
‘d‘eed-, a reverent man, of high ideals,
‘and clean personal conduct, whose
Jlife was one of quiet helpfu'ness
fand whose EWiding Durpose seems
to have been: ‘'‘So may I join the
chioir inisvible, whose music is the
sladness of the world.”



