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While a resident of Montezsma Harvey P, John
interested in farming and stock-raising. being extensively engaged in the lic-
stock business since 1882 Fle was born in Greene county, Obio, April 22, 1840,
and was only =ix months old when brought to Paweshick county by his parer
Virgil 1. and Mary \. (Wilson) Johnson, who were also natives of the
Puckeye <tate. The father, who was born in Higiland county. September
16, 1903, died on the sth of April, 1893, spending his last days upon the

n Union township where he located upon his arrival in  this

e wae the owner of one hundred and sivty 2oras of land, a hali of

farm

count:

which he entercd from the govermment, while the remaining eighty acres he
purchased. It came into his possession a wild and uncultivated tract but he left
it well improved, its excellent condition and attractive appearance indicating
his useful and well spent life. Both he and his wife were faithful Christian
people, holding membership in the Baptist church. Mrs. Johnson, who was
born in 1816, passed away in Union township in 1898, Their family consisted
of six children, namely: Lorenzo D., of Union township; Carrie, who passed
away at the age of two years; Harvey P, of this review; Joseph A, of Mary-
land; William P, also residing in Union township; and Angeline, the widow of
Oscar McNeil and a resident of Union township, making her Rowe on her
father’s farm.

Upon the old homestead in Union town: 1
and from an early age assisted in the development and improvemen: of the
farm. The public schoois afforded him his educational privileges and his tine
was divided between the duties of the sehoalroom, the pleasires of the plas-
ground and the work of the field He continued to assist his father in the
cultivation of the farm untl thirty years of age, when he started for Kanas.
traveling over that state and Colorado in search of a favorable location. How-
ever, he became convinced that there was no better farming country any place
than in Jowa. and in Decen ‘ up his abode upon a fanm in
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ip. For a time he lived in the timber regisne. chopping ami haui
i that evabied Lim t purchase
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ing timber. and in this way he saved the cuj

a small tract of timber land s he

under cultivation and

in time it brought o him prodwable r Lave passed on he
bas kept adding to his place unt ui ¢

owners of the county, having abeut nincteen hundred acves in Union, Jackou
and Pleasant townships. Tn addition he has made judicious investment in wewn
property, owning in Montezuma a good business black and three dwellings in
addition 1o his own home. He was busily engaged in hing untii he ok
up his abode in Montezuma nine years ago. Lven now he gives con-idera
time and attention to the operation of hiz farm near the ¢
a man employed to carry on the work of the place. e is the pwner of seventv-
five head of draft horses. and when on the farm he fel about three huglred
head of cattle each year. Ile has been extensively engagel in the live-ctock
L ani his ndid suecess indicates his superior business abil-
ne judgment ani i unfaltering enterprie. e has a beauriful
residence on West Mair crreer near the bisinecs seetion and s

suegess enables him o enfo all of the comiorts and man:
lite.
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count’¥ no lenger needed his services Mr. Juhnson ¢

When turned to
eivil Hie with o masr ereditahle military recaed 1o joinad hiz parents, whe had
taken up their abode in Fayette County, lowa, during his term of service, and

on the 24th of lanuary, (366, was united in marriage to Miss Persis E. Fast-
man, who was born in southern 1llingis, December 6. 1840, and went to Fayette
county, Towa, with her parents. Mr. and Mrs, R. R, Eastman,

After his marriage Mr. Johnson was associated with his father-in-law in
the wagonmaking business for about two vears, and then he removed to [Fred-
eHCRSLUTE, Towa, where he was engaged at that trade ror about four year:
He then went to Dixon county, Nebr: . where he homesteaded a farm, but

he was obliged to give up that place on account of the grasshopper plague.. and
he returned to Fredericksburg and again worked at his trade there. Later he
went to Mitchellville, Polk county, Towa, where as a member of the firm of
Easuman & Johnson he engaged in the wagon and carriage-making business
for four years. and during that period the partners marketed more new wagons
than any other shop of its kind in Polk county. At the end of that time Mr.
Johnson traded his interest in the firm for a farm and then entered the hard-
ware business at Gowrie, Webster county. After a year there he removed his
stock to Meliord, Dixon county, establishing the first hardware enterprise at
that place. In the following December he sold out his store and returned to

Mitchellville, where he traded his farm for a stock of hardware and located at
Baxter. at which place he carried on business for four years, lhe year 1580
witnessed his arrival in Brooklyn and here he conducted a hardware concern
for four years, after which he sold out to enter the fire insurance busine In
1898 he went on the road as a special agent for the Hawkeve Insurunce Com-
pany, whom he represented for seven years, and was then employed by the
lowa State Insurance Company for one year. The losses incurred through the

neisco fire were such that that company was obiiged to reinsure
. Jubnson became connected with the German Tnsurance

great San Fr

i other firms, anil
Cumpany of Freeport. Tlline
Subsequently he accepred a position with the Security [nsurance Company

of Davenpurt, and then, on the 1st of January, oo, he left the road and has
Rt v several well known com-

¢ conducted an agenct in Drookivn, represer
panies at this point.  His office 1 in the new Brooklyn Opera ouse, and he
hamdles a large amwunt of insurance. being accorded a most excellent patronage.
1 rious channels of business in which he has engaged have
i andd 1o nsus of public opinion accords him a prom
ace among

e o

progressive and prosperous citizens.

Te has recently built a residence in Brooklyn, which iz now the home of his

family, and he is the owner of forty acres of land adjoining the corporation

limits of the town. while in comnection with his son-in-law he owns another
valuable farm near Drouklvn,

With the pas
for children, namely: )

ing of the vears Mr. and Mrs. johnson became the parents of
abel E. the wife i W. R, Plerson, « roof the
of Drocklyn: Paul L. who is engaged in the
Genevieve, a teacher of music at
Wilam Gslenn, wiao passed away at the age ot

Coweshiek County Savings L

lairy business near Minne
San Fernando. Caiornia:
ten months,

Tu poli Johnson gives fus support o the republican party, while
to the Grand Army of the
giving the idea of
ion in
along

- Mason and also belong
2 well devel ped man physicail

fraternally e
blic.  Mr,
at strength and reserve furce, elements which have had
life.  His has Deen a career of constant activity
various dines, in whicl Lis well directed effurts, his keen sagacity and his un-
umslation of a degree of

Repu

their expre

A strenuous busine:

ng energy have been potent fuctws in the a

Irer

honarable.

vesparity which is both ereditable and



