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rlday Nite Auto Crash
2% Thomas F. Johnson, Father Of

.
H

i

Three Killed West Of Grinnell

A fast moving car colliding the Rotk Creek Lake turn-off
with a conerete bridge abutt- when the two wen were return-
ment seven miles west of Grin- . ing to Grinnell Irom Newion
nell Friday night snuffcd out where they had spent the earlier
the life of 23 yeur uld,,Thomas part ol the evening.

F. _Johnson of Grinnell, the Lost Control
fathor of three voung children. Exact details of the crash are
Passenger not known although it is be-

Johnson's uncle, Paul O'Hara,| lived that Iohnson lost control
aiso of Grinneil and a passen-' of the ecar as he attempted to
nothe death car, was ser-"round a slight curve at the cot-
siv injured snd iz hospiiabized tour of a .ong mll, The ear was
nere in Qrinnell where hiz con- apparenti. ravelng aF 4 mga
dition is recarded as critical crute of speed when atosiruce

The crash oceurred at approxi- e cunc:"!'.e bricdge abuttment.
matelv 11:20 Fridav on High . elanuned  eeross the road and

Y an a dJ\‘.,. a steep embankment De-
fgre fingli- coming to rest in 4
diteh  approximateiv 300 feet
awav from the origingd polnt of
‘mpuct,

Johnson gieq almost nstantly
and his body was 30 tangled b
the debris of the wrecked auto-
nonile that pertions of the car
had 1o be cul away before tiwz
pody could be removed.

Noticed Wreckage

Guy Slaven of Grinnell pass-
od the scene of the crash snort
v after it happencd and noticed
the wreckage. After hurriedly
examining tne car, Slaven noli-
iied  authorities whn rcame -
mediately.

The Jasper county coroiler ¢x-
“amined Johnson and pronounced
"him dead. A later examinatlon
indicated crushing chest injurivs
lund a basai skull frocture os
‘the causes of death. Meanwalle,
i O'Hara was rushed to a Grin-
' nell hospital for treatment.

Bridge  Jusr woest o of

| Three Children
' Johnson was marrvied to Lela
| Van Meter of Grinnell on T8
;ru.uy 11 5;*];.\_,__1950 and they woera
i the patenhis of three children;
two  daughters, Sherry and
Susan, and a son, Paul,
Surviving besides his- wife
and children are his parents,
George and Wilma Johnson, two
sisters, Patricia Ann and Kath-
ryn, and a brother, Russell
AIlr Force Veteran
Johnson had lived in Grinnell
all of his life with the excep-
ition of three and onc-haif years
spent in the United States Air
Force, While in  service, he
served in England.
! Following his discharge in
'11954, he had been emploved at
j‘thc Maytag Company in New-
i ton. He wias a member of the
; Methodist church and the Amer-
}ic;m Legion,
| Funeral Services
i Funeral services wore held
1 this afternoon from  Smith's Ti-
cnevps fome with thee Rev John
CDelong, nunister of the Methos
," dist church, offictating. Music -
Cthe services was  pruvided
M oarnd Mrs, Ed Dohstedt,
© PallLbearers were Lester Hiil,
, Bernard  Kriegel. Jack MeGin-
snis, Fugene Roop. Losnard Van-
~Derveer and LM"T*(‘I‘ Wilson.
o Graveside Rites
'13 Graveside services wers oon-
sducted by the Foeh-Teanam nost
of the American Logion with
" Chartes Ziesenmever sorcing us
commander of the coeremonial
5 unit. Jack Dayv was in charge of
i ! the ritual
' Interment was at
A" cemetery,
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