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FLORENCE KERR
DIES AT 85

The Register’s lowa z!ﬁﬁm\“\q

'GRINNELL, 1A. — Mrs. Flor-
ence Stewart Kerr, 85, a former
Towan who served in the ad-
ministration of President
Franklir, D. Roosevelt, died
Sunday n immE:nSF b.C.

Mrs. Kerr was assistant com-
missiefier of the Work Proj-

pointed to the post in 1933 by
Relief Director Harry L. Hop-
kins. Mrs. Kerr, her late hus-
band, ' Robert, and Hopkins
were all 1912 graduates of Grin-
nell College. .

Born in Harrison, Tenn., Mrs.
Kerr was graduated from Mar-
shalltown High Schoot and Grin-
nell Colege. She later laught
English at Grinnell Callege,
where actor Gary Cooper was
one of her pupils.

After her government serv-
ice, she joined Northwest Ori-
ent Airlines, serving as director
of the women's department,
assistart to the president and
director of passenger service.

Mrs. Kerr gained a wide rep-
utation as a wriler and lecturer
on economic and social prob-
lems affecting women and chil-
dren. '

A graveside memorial service
will be at 10:30 &.m. July 23 at
Hazeiwsod Cemelery in Grin-
nell, where her ashes and these
of her husband, who died in

1957, will be interred.

A daughter preceded her in
death. Survivors include a
wrother, F. Lee Stewart of Wa-
lerioo. .
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Florence Kerr services
here on Wednesday

Graveside memorial ser-
vices for Mrs. Florence Kerr,
who died on July 6, in
Washington, D.C., will be held
al Hazelwood Cemetery
‘Wednesday, at 10:30 a.m.

Mrs. Kerr was the widow of
Robert Y. Kerr, who died in
1¢57. Services will be con-

" ducted by the Rev. Leland W.

Mann of the Mayflower Home.

Mrs. Kerr was assistant
cemmissiorer of the Works
Progress Administration
{(WPA} and was closely
asseciated with the late Harry
L. Hopkins in the Franklin D,

Roosevelt administration
during the D'epression Years.
Both she and her husband were
graduoates of Grinnell College.

She is survived by her
brother, F. Lee Stewar: of
Waterloo, Towa and several

nieces and nephews, Friends
may call the Smith Funeral
Home for additional in-
formation

Florence Kerr,
Roosevelt aide,
. 7/
rites July ww.\ﬁ

Florence Slewart Kerr, ane
of the major figures in
Emar:: D. Rocsevelt’s ad-
ministration. died in her sleep
on July 8 in Washington, D C.
at the age of 85. .

A graveside
service will be held at
Im_um_s_goa Cemetery in
Grinnell where the ashes will
be buried on July 23 at 10:30
am,

Eum.. x.mz.. who was assistant
cemmissioner of the Warks
Progress Administration
A.E.Ff. was one of five
Grinnell College graduates
who held high posts in FDR's
administration.

The five included Harry L.
Hopkins, who, like Mrs. Kerr,
was a member of the Grinnell
class of 1912, Hopkins, FDR's
closest zdviser, headed the
Federal Emergency Relief
Administration andthe WPA in
Depression vears.

ﬂ:.m others were Chester
:m,.:m. head of the Agriculiurai
Adjustment Adm-nistration
and a member of the Board of
Governors of the Federal
Reserve System: Paul Ap-
v_m_.dr undersecretary of
agriculfure; and  1lallie
Flanagan Davis, director of the
Federal Theatre Preject of the
WPA. Of this group, Chesler
Davis survives,

Born in Harriscn, Tenn.,
June 30, 1899, NMrs. Kerr
graduated from™ Marshalitown
High School in 1%08. After
graduating from Grinnell
College, she taught and later
beeame vrincipat at Gladbrook

memaor:al

Stewart of Waterlon
several :

High School tn 1920 shy
returned to Grinnell College as

a member of the Fngish
Department faculty, con-
tinuing to teach until 1926 and
again from 1931 o 1932,

After serving on 1he lowa
Governor's Commission for
Unemployment Relief. she
entered government service,
first as Chicago regicnal
director of the Women’s
bivision of the WPA and later
in Washington as assistant
commissioner of that agency.

For her work in educalion,
government, and social ser-
vice, she was granted the
honorary degree of Doctar of
Laws by Grinnell College in
1943.

In 1945 she joined Northwest
QOrient Arilines, serving suc-
cessively as director of the
Women’s Department,
assistant to the president, and
as director of passenger ser-
vice.

During her long career, Mrs.
Kerr gained a wide reputation
as a writer and lecturer on the
economic and secial problemns
affecting women and children.

After her retirement, she
remained actlive in education,
social service work. and in
politicat life through the
Demoeratic National Com-
mittee.

Her husband was Robert Y.
Kerr.a membher of the Grinnel}
College class of 1912 who
served on the college’s Toard
of Trusiees from 1930 to 1938. A
writer and editor, Mr. Kerr
died in 1857 His ashes will be
buried beside his wife's at the

The Grinnell :..E_._.:emmm_i.

service mn Julv 2% Mrs Kerr
was also precedeed in de:
a daughter

Surviv

. ath by
; ..::. twa brothers.
g isa brother. F, [.ce

) and
Meces and nephews,



