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Margaret Kiesel dies at 79

..Margaret Matlack Kiesel, 79,
a writer. educator, feminist
_and civil rights activist, died of
cancer dat her hoine in Grinnejl
Saturday, Dec. 19.

-~ A memorial service will be
-held at a date to be announced.
.Ihe family requests that
.memorial contributions be
.Made to the Jeanne Burkle
Scholarship Fund at Grinneli
‘College
v Ms. Kiesel was born July 4,
1908, in St. Louis, Mo., the
daughter of Henry W._and Mer-
ta Johnson Matlack, Her father
was associated with Grinnell
Colllege for more than 30 years
as a member of the music
faculty and in administration.

-Ms. Kiesel received her B.A.
degree at Grinnell College in
1930 and was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa. Aiter receiving
ber M.A. degree at Oberlin Coi-
lege in 1932, she held teaching
and adminmstrative posts at
tdberiin, Corneil College. Grin-
ncll and [Tamline University in
St Paul. Minn.

_ She was married tg_Paul F.
Kiesel in 1945. The couple lived
in Excelsior. Minn., and in
Marshalltown before Mr.
Kiesel's retirement. In 1970
they returned to Grinnell
- where Mr. Kiesel died in 1979.
2 A long-time women's rights
advocate. Ms. Kiesel was a
inember of the lowa Women's
Political Caucus. a member
and past president of the
League of Women Voters in
Lrinneil. and a member of the
State board of the latter
brganization.

She was aiso the founder and
first coordinater of the Grin-
nell chapter of Peace Links, a
national organization, and had

-

served as president of the ;
board of the Grinnell Day Care -
Center. In 1981 she was named
Feminist of the Year by the .
Grinnell chapter of the Na- °
tienal Organization of Women.

A writer and historian, Ms.
Kiesel wrote extensively on the
career of Hallie Flanagan
Davis, American theater
luminary who was a 1911
graduate of Grinnell College,
and on the life and work of
American novelist and Iowa
native Ruth Suckow. She was
also a member of the Ruth
Suckow Memorial Association
and editor of its newsietter.

Ms. Kiesel wrote a history of
Grinnell College’s Alumni
Association in 1986 and at the
time of her death was com-
pleting a sociological and
educational history of women
in Grinnell. She had also writ-
ten an architectural and
historical account of Grinnel’s
Herrick Chapel. In 1986 Ms.
Kiesel was nared hunorary
marshal at the college’s com-
mencement exercises.

Ms. Kiesel was a member of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
She served a number of terms
on the St. Paul's Bishop's Com-
mittee and taught in the church
school. She was a member of
the Christian Concerns Com-
mittee of the Episcopal
Diocese of lowa.

She is survived by four
sisters, Mary Davenport. Jane
Rutherford and Laura
Wieman, all of Grinnell, and
Constance Wieman of Staun-
ton. Va. She was preceded in
death by her parents. her hus-
band and a brother. David J.
Matlack.

Margaret Kiesel memorial set

A memortal service for
Margaret Kiesel, 79. who
died at her home Dec. 19, will
be conducted at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 28, at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church in Grinnell.

The body has been cremated.
Burial of the ashes will be i

Hazelwood Cemetery,
Memorials in Ms. Kiesel's
name may be made to the
Jeanne Burkle Scholarship
Fund at Grinnell Coilege, in

care of the Smith Funeral
Home *



