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Founder of 12 chur hes
in ifowa dies at age 84

B8y WILLIAM SIMBRO

ister Raligion Writer ] s . of “I'm Go-
RNTHI:;‘ F{r:v Charles Leaming has =ung his last rich tenor rendition

ame DAy - the hy vas his trademark through a 61-year
i ! ~Some Day™ - the hvmu that was Shyeat
;gignli?tize:ha? began in Jowa, the state he left 41 years ago but always
o tal churches around
i f a dozen Pentccosta ‘

Rev. Mr. Leaming - founder o _ C d
In'};lwlean(e of the feunders of the Open Bible Standard (l,gl;gcies{ijggdn? gu!)lr;grt
hm';rimqter with a contimzons radio mtr11!<tr5.'H:rnc:'(:*E ' -

Wk T inS “la. Howas 84, o=
attack Tuesday in St. Petersburg, Fla. [ - ehe
attqqptrkvicos wiﬁ be at 2 p.m. Friday at FaxtILTemple in St. Petcrsil:_:l;r‘g;ixlxlv!;)eerapz
h-);l heen pasinr sinee leaving fowa in 1947, A D?s Mo};nes':‘s:-r/\\rve
p.m Tuesday at First Chinirelt of the Open Bible, 2200 Beav e e
. I{é was 1 native of Perry. Leaming ancestors who came 11'1 diana re
portedly \'vm"u among the first six white fomilies tto setilenEr;_Dr?’l :;sﬂn:xmé .WhO

i i ; his great nncle Elisha Les ,
of Lei 's favorite varns was abont his gr h: g, o
%),f-«}ill;nll\'fnq:I;x a piece of land he vwned for a team of oxen. The State Capit

s zit on that land o . -

n”;‘io :xtjr ordained a Church of the F’rmrsquar{: G;Jspeltrnlmlsgfgl:%é\tlnir:z 516_;;:;17
. ntecostal mov .

* MePherson, lamboyant founder of that Pe ent. z

p(l(”':"hpl";'v[r;t’ ald Cpliseum in Des Moines. Five years later, he was among 33

Fenrsquare pastors who met in Des Moines to start the Open Bihle movement,

From 1928 f0 1933 he started 12 churches in lowa and one in California, while a
Bible sehnnl student in Log Angeles.

He went on the radio i Cedar Rapids with

had rartio programs ever since. In 1944 he was ane of the founders of National
Religious Broadeasters, He was a longtime officer of that organization as well
A% of the National Association of fvangelivals. He was active in starting mis-
sion statinns on Caribbean islands.

As well as his Sy, Fetersburg chureh and weekly “Faith G
Leaming started st Petershrg Bible institute jn 1947, moved it to a 30-acre
mpus al nearby Largn in 1063 and changed the name to Florida Beacon Coi-
lewe. Ao a grsturs taward slowing down, he resigned as president in 1979 and
WA named the sehool's chaneeilor.

He retirned to [awa frequently for preaching missions and national Open
Bible conventions Honorad by his denomination at the 1y7y convention, he
declared: 1 don't heliove in retiroment. I just say, ‘Lord, give e a new set of
Hres Tl an interview. he doptined to give his age — he was then 75 — “IET
old my age, prople wonld think 1 should be sitling around waiting for the un-
dertaker. I'm waitine for the appor-taker

“He was a patraarch in Dpen Bible and a spiritual father to me,” said the
Rev. Ray Sinith, general superintendent of the denomination, who sajd he
came into the church through Leaming's minstry in Waterloo. “He had a

flatne and farvor that was \inprecedented. He never lost his fervor for the min-
istry and for seuls,”

Survivors inetude his wile Leart: 1 son by a previous marriage, Mack Gahle

of Warerlon: and three daughters. Ardyee Smith of Cape Canaveral, Fla: Bar-
bara Revnnlds of St Petershurg: snd Marsha Obenshain of Roanoke, Va.

Ameng his surviving eight grandehildeen is Dan Gable. wrestling coach at the
Pniversity of Towa

an evangelistic team in 1929 and

0spel Broadcast,”



