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° Marshal Killed Saturday

Sk X 'John Leivens, 57, Is County's 2nd

: when a semi.truck became stall-
ied on the highway.

Poweshiek countys scc.ond
traffic fatality of 1997 was;

vehicles on Highway 6 about
tour and % miles east of Grin-
nell,
Rain Falling
Killed was Brooklyn night
marshal John Leivens, 57, who

was pmnea between the front.

of a wrecker being used at the

accident scene and another auto-’

mobile driven by Wayne Paul
of Brooklyn. The accident occur-
red shortly after 8:00 p.m.

parently killed lnstantly.
Leivens' death came as the re-

sult of a chain of events which -

started earlier in the evening;

A wrecker .
was dispatched from Grinnell.

‘and the truck was pulled onto|

i the highway.

;came on the road another car

Series Of Accidents
As the truck and wrecker|

‘driven by August Lacaeyse of;

Drooklyn appeared on thc scene:
from the east and when Lacai
eyse attempted te aveid collision,|
his auto skidded on. the wet'
pavement and struck the wreck-
er causing minor damages to the:
front of the Lacaeyse machme
A few minutes later, at
7:07 p.m., Reney Van Tomme of,
Montezuma was passing Llu:I
truck which was being pulled
out. His car was then strucki

1
1
'
1

. from the rear by another driven
by Edward Graham of Braoklyn.
' 'The Graham car plunged down a

. heavily
' damages also,

l

!

and was)
Extensxve1

embankment
damaged.

resulted

Van Tomme auto.

steep

- Hospitalized =

_Van Tomme's wife and daugh-

as a

light rain was falling and visi-!

bility was poof. Leivens was ap- | Leivens allowed Mr.
| Lavern Leftin,

‘1o pass and the Loftin car had

to the‘ mer

Traffic FaIath, Pmned By Auto

ter were both hosplt.ahzed while
ihe and his son escaped injury.

i chalked up Salurday night in a’Graham was taken to a Grinneil
| freakish series of ‘accidents in-
volving at least one-half dozen

| hospital for observation.
While Highway

| Gerald Kahler, Sheriff Bill
Welsh and Depuly Ruy Peciy
{ were inspecting the situation and
atternpting to clear the accident
\‘Lscene,.Marsh'alI Leivens arrived
i with the wrecker from Brook-

Jlyn to tow ‘away the Graham

"ear. Teivens was giving the
cther officers assistance in di-
recting traffic.

i Hit From Behind

As the Brooklvn wrecker was

fasteéning on to the Graham car,
also of Brooklyn,

just pulled ahead slowly when
it was hit from behind by an-

other being onerated by Wavne

Paul, Brooklyn.

The impact caved in the rcar
of the Loftin auto and sent it
hurtling  across the highway.
Meanwhile, the Paul auto swung
around and the rear of the ma-
chine pinned Marshal Leivens
to the front of the wrecker. An
ambulance arrived shertly after-
wards but the marshal had al-
ready been pronounced dead by
county coroner Rex Bramer.

- Traffic Tied Up

Traffic was tied up -on the

'highway for a considerable dis-

tance in either direction on the
highwav for approximately one
hour fullowing the fatal
dent.

Funeral services for John
Leivons wil lbe held at 10:00
am. Tuesday at St Patrick’s
Catholic church at Breokiyn.
Rosary will be at 8:00 .p.m. to-
night (Monday) from the Bra-
Funeral home, also at
Brooklyn.

acci-

Interment will
Catholic cemetery.

be in the

Patrolman’

and Mrs.



