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Death Closes Distinguished )
" Career of Judge W.R. Lewis/|

Dr. W. R. Lewis, of Montezuma,
dean of the Poweshiek county
wnown and honored by lawyers the
whole state over, lovéd by the people
among whom he had lived and minis-|
tered for somany years, passed away
at 10 o'elock Sunday night in tbe Mot
tezuma hospital, where he had been
taken Thursday morning following = ||
fail while descending to his office |
from his living Tooms above |
Taneral sorsioes wih e held Wod-
nesday afternoon at 2 o'ciock from the
Preshyterian church in Montezvma.
Judge Lewls’ relation to this county|
atd the people In it was unlque. He
S¥as 91 years old and the best of those !
91 years had been speut in Poweshiek |
county. To few Is given such a spon-
taneous evidence of appreciatior. that
was offarded Bim an hic minetiet
birthday when the entire commuit
of Montezuma 2ad many Zrom oufsice,

e

His passing takes away a man 17(

‘whom the whole county is

has rejoiced in his successes and he ‘
ejoiced in the 1 ('

chfi.f;p“;‘li.?‘i;;mﬂed with the| hearts of the people of Poweshiok

misfortunes of his friends. { county will be as Judge Lewis the man

Jndge Lewis in his prime was & and the friend.

that cnmmuu\ly sathered 0 7y bim |
ona

proud. It

JUDGE W. R. LEWIS.

on-| great lawyer and was honored as such
but his everlasting ‘memorial in the
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 1927,

‘Impressive and beantiful Services

Were Held Wednesday i
Afternoon .

DUE HONORS ARE PAID
TO PIONEER JURIST
Every County In This Judicial Dis- |
drict Represented By Members
Of Tho Baz

Funeral services for Judge W, B
cwis were held from the Presby-
frian church in Montezuma at 2:00
o'clock Wednesday afterncon and
were very largely attended not only
by Montezuma people but by friends
from all over the county. Bvery
county in Ihis judicial distriet was
represented by members of the bar,
The Masonic Order, of which Judge
Lewis hed been o member for many
¥ attended in a body. It was
an impressive and beautiful occasion.
The services were conducted by
Hev. W. F. Vanderlip who paid an
eloquent zad beautlful tribute to
the noble life which had just closed.
Rev. A H. Barker offered prayer.
Music was furnished by abepecial
croir and a solo was rendered by
Miss Aruelen Brown.

Services at the grave were con-
ducted in accordance With the rites
ot the Masonic order.

The Poweshick County Bar Asso-
ciation represented 2 specially
veautizul floral tribute, representing
an open Bible. The Mahaska and
Jasper county bar assoclation also
sent floral offering and the casket
was heaped with the many tlowers
sent by sorrowing friends.

Pall bearers were JI. G. Shifflett
ana W. C. Raybura of Grinnell, F.
R. Talbott and Harold J. Reed of
Brookiyn, and R. J. Smith and
Frank Bechly of Moatezuma. There
were twelvo honorary pall bearers,
as follows: Col C. J. Wilson,
Washington; Judge H. W. Wagner, |
Sigourney; Judge D. W Hamilton,
Grinnell; Judge Heory Silwold,
Newton; 0. P. Myers, Nowton; J. A
Deavitt, Oskaloosa; T. J. Bray,
Oskaloosa; Judge A. G. Lyon, Grin-
nell; Ed Morrison, Washington;
John " Malcom, Oskaloosa; J. G|
Patterson.
Preston, Oskaloosa.

Oskaloosn; Judge, B. W. !

The following obituary notice was’
read at the funeral. !

Truly ‘it may be said of this man, '
‘a prince and mighty man among us
this day ha%rfallen.
¢ Just as %ruly however, should it
ibe said thst his wonderful work re.
| mains, although the workman
| passed on.

{” Tennyson's word on Wellington
iwhen adapted erpresses a_similar
well fitting sentiment: “O, iron nerve

pioneering successfully and nobly in

i Montezuma and _surroundings 70

{Years ago and since. Again like his
divine Master “he went about until

191 years of age and
good, with the rarity o
bilitie:

[the fudze s Toft. to cthers, WAl
!state' that a rtoview of his life is
practically the Bistory of the  ber
Einnings and development of this
‘cnmmnmty to the present time. More-
: rration makes traly
nteresting "and . romantic  resding,
aside from, the chronology, revealing
the Judge's versatile and distinguish-
ed_personality.

His sucisl and spiritual valugs sre
2o especially noteworthy. Befor

v,
Zanesville, 0., Muskingum Co.; O,
s John M., his mother,
Ramey Lewis, sturdy
ehmum of (hat state, who wrought

3
in marriage to Miss Mary E. Cutts,
daughter of Edwin Cutts, Brandon,
Ver.. sisterof M. E. Cutts, Oskaloosa,
The loss of his wife, April 10, 1898,
left the Judge sorely bereaved and
lonely to the end of his days. They
had no children. In their place he
considered all of us of the commun-
ity his children, loving his neigh.
‘lmis‘nnd friends, all of them, liks

{a' Tatn

i_ To continue the record of his life
Bere, it remaing true that he schicr-

1“He called u fﬂcnds." An ex-fudge

L o s o certain that

1 7odge Tewis docs not have an cno-

|my -uyvhem
His was

b, religious nature,
rich, !‘ruw! year formed
through church association and fidel-

i (Continued on Page 5)

- r—————

F uneral Of - :
" Judge Lewis'

" (Contunued trom Page 1)

ity, zeverently conserrated to his
“dear Heuvenly Father
“Verlly he was a tighteous man”
i med ,_to_his own hurt.
£ Rev, R. B. Farrar has no other

the kingdom. This was the minister
here who temporarily filled the pul-
pit and happened to iave his home
where Judge Lewis lived at the
time, and often rreaaéﬂ/ religious
life and duty upon

olong:
to one church, some to another. This
Christian breadth made itself felt in
udge’s outlook in feeling at
hame Jith any und all Christan peo-
always loyal to the church
snd people of his
a glorious record he has
tngrzved upon these walls. Elder
or a half-cen tm'y, Su'ﬂﬂﬂy Scnuol
Superxucendenz for years
court house b

was
built, and every other kind of an of-
ficial and performing every other
variety of activity during all these
vears. Until his last illness he has
always taught his Sunday School
class. He was the best kmd of friend
to his pastor, and all o

dignified and

finest inspirations any minister could |
Bave. “Though dead, he will contin- |
ue to speak to us.” To sum up his|
life is nearl rmpos!!'hle. These, is
one word, Lowever, app ry fitt- l

ingly and that §
bad simplicity of {mth in his|

loving. Hovs
Trie wore mo fulns pretentions
about him, he was out and out what
he professed to be. His feet were|

r God took him, where he
will forever be at home in his dear
Father's house.”

“Love, rest and home,

Sweet, sweet home.”

Relatives at the funeral are Dr.

Cutts, Lincoln, Neb, niece and neph-
ew, others Vlm
Tawis, Pensacoin, Flay sis
and her sons, O. E, Peeach and Han:
old, Portland, Oregos

Still “others living in Pennsysvan-
ja and Ohio are unknown here, !




J UDGE W I LEWIS our subject. one of

the oldest attorneyvs
was Judge of the €
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versationalist beinz pepular s “ome. |
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Abel Lewi
Spring

was n college

Ohio in the el

ment Surveyor in Ma

ties. and took part in s

fle married and loeated in

k of the Court fi e

¢

of sume mathematieal works.

tract of land, made a farm of it, moved there and
ended his days. He was a member of the Meth-
o Episcopal Church. and was of anold ¥ irginia
family of Welsh descent
The father of our subject mariied and located
on a part of the old homestead five and one-half
miles from Zanesville, and later located in New Ca
tle, Coshocton County, where he engaged in mer-
cantile business under the firm name of Thornhi
Berry & Lewis. Tn the year 1851 he went to Ca
ifornia by the way of Panama, and spent two
v

years prospecting for gold and mining, being
uccessful, when he re!ul‘ncd\m New Castle, Olio,
and retived from business jt member of the
Methodist Ey opal Clurch held
several official positions. In politics he is a stra
out-and-out, uncompromising Republican, lending
all his influence and energy to the success of the

in which he b;

subject. Louisa A. Ra-

party.  The mother of o
pavey
o ingum County a daughter,

as born in Mask

mey.
of Sanford Ramey

native of Vieginia, a v

early settler in Obio. and of German descent. The
mother died in 1384, nt of ten
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ing beeu the p

six of whom. four ¢

s and twa boy

re living, both the latter Living in Montezuma,

ct. the eldest of the ten, lived in Mus-

Our sul

kingum County until he had reached his

vear. and then removed to Coshoeton, at
school there six months iu the ¥

nder of the time being spent in his
Later he put in eonsiderable time
Iie the

udied s

Jaw in New Castle. then worked at sury

v
nd then eame West, stopping in South.

IL There lie worked as

nd an the farm fora montl, and dur

port. Peoria County

a carpenter
ing the winter taught school ab Southport, Peoria
County. In the following spring he came to
Montezuma. then w town of from four to five hun-

dred people. Here hie remained, doing Lard work
forming such other jobs as

rpenter awl pe:
L Until the fall of 1257, when he was made
his ad-
ted in forming the Teacher

Pof the public schools. Duri

ation he assi
Institute and be graded the Montezuma schonls.
In

Sehonls and befure his temn expired was elocted
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ber of our subject.
White Salphur
Guate and came to
Gove

e w.

weton Coan-

ile, Ohio, =

ned was the

He entered n

Clerk of the County and Distriet Courts. The
latter position he held one term and then resigned
to enter the practice of law, which he had previ-
ously studied, At thisYime he formed & partner-
ship with Hon, M. I. Cutts, ex-Member of Con.
gress, in the mill business, conducted it suceessfully
for a time and then sold out. He was Deputy
Treasarer under Mr. Bates for one year and a
member and Chairman of the County Board of
Supervisors for two years.

Coming to Iowa in 1866, our subject wasad-
mitted to the Bar and began to practice, being
ociated for a while with Hon. D. I, Emery, and
er with C. R. Clack, both of these partnerships
of brief duration.  In the fall of 1380 he
nominated and elected Judge of the Cireuit Court.
embracing Poweshiek, Jefferson, Washington, Keo-
kuk, Mahaska, Marion and Jasper Connti
ceeding Judge Blanchard, the first Circuit Judge.
ing four yeurs, the district was divided

was

. suc-

into cireuits and he was elected Judge of the First
Circuit, taking in Jefferson, Washington. Keokulk
and Poweshiek Counties, and upon the aholition
of the Cirenit Court in 1886, he was made one of
the thiee Judyges for the district,
ment from the Beneh he was general manager dur-

After his retire-

ing the year 1891 for the Hawkeye Electric Man-

turing Co. with headgnarters at Davenport.
In the fall of 1801, he resumed lis law practics in
Montezuma,

In 1833 the
the Montz E
superintended the putting in of the plant an ha
n Superintendeat since that time. Tle was
up of the cl

was one of the organizers of
Light and Power Company.

Superintendent of the puttin
it oworhs wt Titoomileld and S
the route for the G
Meatezuma Railvoad. A map of the co
he made caused him to be out of pucket 3
His office iz a most a tive one and located

sted in sueveyin

on
Main Street.  Our subject was married in Bur-
lington, Vt. in 1865, to Mi s Mary L., daugiiter
win Cutts, of Prandon, Vi Judze Lewis

been eleeted a member of the City Council a
number of times and sat in the first Council of the
City. He is u member of the Knigh

Towa Lezion. Ancient Order of United Workmen,

Templar.



“He is a mnan of great legal ability and while on the bench was a warm
iriend of the young practitioner.  He never permitted a young lawyer to sac-
rifice his clieuls interest if a word or suggestion from the court could help
him. His decisions were rarelv reversed. No district or circuit judge has a
better record in the supreme court than Judge Lewis. So unerring were his
views. repecially in equity cascs, that tle aliorneys in his court learned it was
next to useless to appeal as he was nearly always sustained. He was slow in
deciding but his work never had to be done a second time. As special counsel
for the county in the famous cases against the Rowes and against the boudsinen
of the defaulting treasurer he earned new laurels.”

Following his retirement from the Leneh Judge Lewis during the vear 1891
acted as general manager for the Hawkeve Electric Manuiacturing Company,
with headquarters at Davenport, but in the fall of 1861 again tock up his abode
in Montezuma and has since been actively associared with the work of the
courts and at seventy-five vears of age has a large and lucrative law practice,
daing as much court wourk as he ever did in his younger dayvs. In addition he
has proved his werth in the management of commercial interests. He was one
of the organizers of the Montezuma Llectric Light & Power Company, superin-
tended the constriiction of the plant and took up Lhe management of the busi-
ness. Heoalso superintended the erectinn and installation of the electric light
works at Bloomnfeld and ar Sigournev and assisted in surveving the route for
the Grinnell & Montezumy Railroad. He mare and publiched the fist mp
of Powesitiek county and ar all times has been closely associzted with the growth
and progress of the countv not alone by reason of his connection with indusrrial
and comniercial affairs or with the legal profession but al:o becanse he hLas
been the chaimpion of EVETY project and measure which he deemed of value in
the pullie lire of the community.  He was again called to office in the fall of
1397, when he was nominate by acclamation for the state senate ar the republi-
can convention of the t(welfth senatorial (istrict, comprizing Poweshiek and
Keokuk counties. The election showed that he was the popular candidare and
fur four vears he remained a member of the upper house. e gave careful
consideration to each question which came up for settlement and left the Impress
of his individuality and ability wpon the laws enacted during that period.

In 1833, in Burlington, Vermont, Mr. Lewis was united in marriage to Miss
Mary E. Cutts, a daughter of Edwin Cutts. of Rrandon, Vermont, and a si<ter
of M. E. Cutts. of Oskalocsa,  The marriage relation between them was al-
ways of a most ideal character and the deepest grief in the life of Juidge Lewis
cante to lim in the death of his wife on the 1orh of April, 183

Pracernally Judge Tewis is connected with Masonry as< a Knight Templar and
belongs al:o to the [owa Legion. the Ancient Order of United Werkmen ani
o the Towa Srate Bar Aszociation. He has nmever faltered in hi: stalware sun-
port of the republican party amd its principles and has served a: chairman of e
county cemral commitiee. He was a member of the first city council of Monre.
zuma and while important political jnterests relative to the work of the cour:s
and to the iaw-making hodv of the stare have claimed his aiiention he has never
consilered lifmiself ahove the duties cennected with the managemen: of 1scal
interests, A fielong member of the Preshvterian choreh, he has served a-

elder and trustee and for a number of vears was superintendent of the Sunday
sehiool, in which positivn he continued untl his elecrion to the bench. He s
today one of the oldest residents of Monteruma in vears of continucus con-
nection with the city, and among the men of Foweshiel county wha have

been long in public service the recor.] :
fearlezs in conduct and stainless in reputation.

of none las been more constant i lwonor,



DisE W R LEWS

With the work of ming as well as interpreting the laws of Towa Judge
WoOR. Lewis has been rlosely associated, serving at different times as a member
of the upper house of the state legislature and as judge of the circuit and district
court-. Aside from this e haswon a witle and enviable reputation as a learned

tawyer, wclden ever, at fault in the application o7 a legal principle. For more

2 half century he has been a resident of Poweshiek county, having come here

than
ar Zanesville, Mus-

in the days of his early manhood, his birth having occurred ne
kingum county. Ohio, on the 12th of October, 1835. He was, therefore, about
fwenty-two years ot age when he arrived iu Puweshick county and ninw years
later was admitted to the bar.

He comes of Welsh and German ancestry. His father, John M. Lewis, was
born in Muskingum county, Ohio, his natal year being 1811, He was a son of
Abel Lewis, who was born near White Sulphur Springs, Virginia. and was a
In ¢he latter part of the eighteenth century he removed to

(Ohio ant became a government surveyor in Muskingum and Coshocton counties.
ociated with many

[fe took part in several of the Indian wars and was closely
¢ the cvents which led to the reclamation of Ohio for the purpose of civiliza-
on. Fellowing his marriage he established his home in Zanesville and there
cerved as clerk of the court for four years. He was also the author of some
Entering a large tract of land. he became interested in
+ the residue of his

college graduate.

matical works.
‘caltural pursuits, took up his abode o bis furm and spen
TFor many vears he was a member of the Methodi

ife was the exemplification of his Christian belief.
the father of Judge Lew A. Ramey and set-
el upon a part of the old homestead, five and a Lalf wiles from Zanesville. Sub-
apently he took up his abode at New Castie, Coshocton eounty, Obio. ani en-
member of the firm of Thorahill, Derry & Lewis

ays there.

1S eniire
Jaha M. Lew

and

L

yigerl in merchandising as
of gold, however. attracterd Dim 10 California in 1831, the journey
ent two years
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ing. in which e was fairly succes
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tzughter of Sanford

1

hie Methodi

publican party.

Kamey, a native of Virgi
iy settlers of Ohio and hi;
Jleatlh occurred in 1886,

Judge L
i life in his mative counts and then removeld with his parents to Coshocton
sointy. Ohio.  For feur or five vears he attended school during the winter

ler of the year being spent in as
als engaged in farm wnr
New Ca

an nths, the rema

Was alae ac inter

hpert. Peord

enter’s trade an

ore

e taught schoal at Southp
ur or five hundred inhabitants. Since that time

en a little village of

an: eviable resition in the rega
1ths he worked at carpent
¢ and hi< evening hours were devoted t the further study of law.

thite smon qualified for admicsion tn the har hor he determined not to ceele
admission until he felt that he could give his entire atiention to law practice.
He recognized the fact that to do this he must have a certain amount of capital
to tide him over that initial period in the life of every lawyer when he must
spend some time in waiting for clients. )
In the fall of 1857 Judge Lewis secured the position of principal of the
public schools and did splendid works as one of the early educators of Poweshick
county. \Vhile active 1n that capacity he was largely instrumental in organizing
the teachers’ institute and he also graded the schools of Montezuma, This
work alone would entitle him to the lasting gratitude of his fellow townsmen.
In 1862 he was elected county superintendent of schools and before the expira-
tion of his term was chosen by popular suffrage for the office of dlérk of the
county and district courts. In the latter position he served acceptably for a term
after which he resigned to form a partnership with Hon. M. E. Cutts. former mem-
ber of congress, to conduct a milling business, which was carried on succe
fully for a great period. after which he sold out. For  vear he accupied the
position of deputy treasurer and for two years ac a member of the coum
board of super rved as its chairman. He has ever reghrded a public
office as a public trust and it is well known that no public trust reposel in Judge
Lewis has ever Leen betrayed in the slightest degree. Capable. ciligen: and
loyal. he won the confidence and good-will of the public through his fevotinn
to duty in the offices which he was called upon to fill in the earlier vea= of
his residence here. o
At leng‘fn _iee!ing that the time was ripe when he might give his attention

to his profession, in 1866 he applierd for and secured admizzien to the bar and
ce. being associated for a time with the Hon., [, FL

Emery, while later he hecame a partner of C. R, Clark. He won success be
he wisely and conscientio b

sors

entered upon active pract

wse

slv used the talents with w
An analytical mind enabled him to bring a trend of reasoning to its logical con-
clusien and € accurately apply the princi ) ve. Hix
successful handling of cases carl career awakened public confirdence
and bronght him an increased clientage. In the fall of 18% he was honored
with election 1o the cirexit court beach for the district embracing Powveshiek.
Jefferson, Washington. Keokuk. Mahaska. Marion and Jasper connties. be-
coming the second circuit judge, his predecessor having been Judge Blancharc
After filling the position for four vears the district was divided and he was
clected jurlge of the frst circuit, which included Jeferson, Washington, Keskuk
and Poweshick counties. He continued upon that bench until 1884, wien,

nature endower jiim

les of law tw the points

- in his lega

upon the abolishment of the cireuit court, he was made one of the thres judges
fu e dbuicl There was keen sirife Tor te omce and Judge Lewis was

ated by his party at the time but in response to the unanimous wish
s constituents he permitzed his name to be used as an i
and was elected by a =
defeat in the conventi

nendent cantilate

veeping majority. There was a prevailing belief that hi<
was due to unfair means and this eontributed @ his

1ecess at the polls. He retirer] from the bench in 1300, after a j

ol ten vear: and rezumed the practice of law in Montezuma. A

biographer has said of him

icial service
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2 and of German descent. He became one of the
daughter Louisa was born and reared in that state.

the eldest in a family of ten children, spent the first ten years of

sting his father in the
and rank np the studv
ale and while thus engaged followed
In 1836 he took the first step
ght him eventually o lowa. In that year he be
Illinois, where he workel ar the
\ spen: a month in farm labor. During the winter
the spring of 1837 he came to Montezuma,

has continuously resided in Poweshiek county and has made for himself a high
1] of his iellowmen. Through the summer
cring or at other employment which he could



