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If you lived in Grinnell betwee‘n '

1867 “ana 1900, you will remember
Henry (. Little,” His tall, powerful
figure, erowned in his later days by
# mass of white hair, his vigorous
personality, his willingness to - work
for his town, made him ane to be re-
membered. He was four times mayor
of Grinnell. It was under his super-
vidion that the cemelery was laid
out and planted In its present form,
He was 8 deacon in the LCongrega-
tional church. His youth was spent

in Hollis, N. H., in Wethersfield and |

Newington, Conn, In 1835 he came
wesl to take up Iand where Kewanee,
HI. now stands, In  the following
year, he brought his young bride t a
“ng cabin around whiechh wolves howl-
‘ed. The community became a town.
iFor a time, the Littles lived in Ober-
'lin, where the eldest daughter Louise

,married Henry 8. Viets, whom she |:

rimet at college. The second daughter.
J"Maude, graduated from Obarlin, and
j]ﬂter, in  Grinoell, married Jesse
P Macy.

Mr. Little loved the frontler. and
his pioneering soul turped again to
the west, In Grinnell, he fonnd n
town that wa= young, and educa-
tional advantages for his children.
He built a large brick house where
the Fresident's house now stands,
Only one dwelling stood then on  the
black, Lthat of Deacon £. . Burtlelt,
the grandfather of Miss Stella Bart-
Ietf. For a ‘Iong time the Little home
wns the center of a joyous soclal
life.

The third daughter, Glizabefl, at-
tended college, and married J. P. Ly-
man, long A Ilawyer practicing In
Grinnell.  The fourth daughter, Fan-
nie, graduated from €irinnell. She
was very musical, and plaved the or-
fgan in the church. She' mnrried Dr.
AW, Alvard, of Battle Creck, Mich.
The fifth daughter. Henrietta, mar-
riedd Dr. Will Holyoke. She had Q
heautiful suprano voice. and stndled
in Chicage. A somr, Frank. died in
vouth.

There are six of Mr, Little's grand-
children now living. Hnrry and Sara
Viets are in Long Bearh, Henry G,
I.yman practices law in Lo Angeleg,
Thomas Holyoke {8 in business in
Tupekn, Katherine Macy Noves lives

~

in Grinnell, .
MrarPaul P. Meynrs4,
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HENRY GILMAN LITTLE
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Go Now
Maren 31, 1813,
Diko -Grinnell, Tuwn, Nov.3, 1900,

Towa, Hampshire

Such e the brisl chronicle of a Life
which nearly spuns the expiring century;
and as & lite which bus alen been con
scious part aod parcel with tha great bis
toric movements of our age and country.
it ealle for more then paseing mention
Beginning when our young and feellr
aation, her place not yet sssured amovy
the powers, was suflering the anxiet
acd uncertainty of the War of 1812, the
lite ends amid world.wide turbulenca in
volving interests vital to our lead, while
thers i yot peace at home and prozperisy
such as the world has never known, and
thia latest-barn amoog the pations bus
come into ite owg aud Jooks with fearless
eyes into'ita mighty future.

The brevity of our national history is
brought forcibly Lome to us when we
‘reﬁucﬁ how nearly it is all comprised
within tbe scope of this one man’s life.
s has besn tne contemporary of every
bresident of the United States save ooly
Washingtoo. His revolutionary grand-
tather stood with the “smbattied fura.
ers” at Lexington to fire “the shot heard
round the world,” and numerous earlier
ancestors were members of the provincial
and colonial congresses, and men of in-
fluence and standing.  Puritan blood
:;wsd in bis veins, and he came just
For SBeRISE and e g o
vHvs deep religious convict ons and Ie"“lf.
{288 were such as had Leen for muny gen |
erations charasteristic of the family, T
8 8iogle branch of his mather's
there bad been & lie of degeo
ken for a hundred years, and
the olergymen of hia blood pr
the aonala of Mageac
Itionalism trom very
DR®mes are to be found on the aucient rec
{orda of old Harvard and Dartmooth
Iv wus & humble buy, & ha
from which Mr. Little went fo’?ﬁfai";f
22 of 8ixteen or soventeen, with his par
| ents" blessing and but titule ise, to see s
1 bie fartune in tbe wide world, Tho rough
[mm New Hampshire farm picjded bﬁr
joiggurdly retiros to Inbor, ana was cou
1100 strait for the large family of enn |
getic boys and zicls.  Heury Giimnp wae
for & time & member of the tamily of hir
@dternal uncle, the Rev, Dr. Tonney |
PESIOr Of the church &t Welherstioy,
Conn. Here he was brought, into con.
tact with superior reficament and eyl
| pure. Notooly was Dr. Tennay bigeelf
! n!‘.rna/‘ m=d ocholaily, the triend aod as
[sociate of emizent men—collsge cings
| mate of Daniel Wabster iy be had &
his wife tbe accomplished Rath Qhag
aiog, niecs of the distingnished Dr, Wil
linm Ellers Channiog, '

ancestiy
0s unbro
many were
omivent in
husstts Corgrega
early days. Their

ener

I0 1831 the young men, not yet twenty.
cut loose from all family aid to make hie
wny quite alooe. For & few years he re
sided in Newington, Conn , laboring with
baod or brain se opportunity cffered,
! wiooiog many friends, some of whom
remain unto tbis day, sod winniog io the
slder daughter of Mr. Simeon Stoddnrd
Wb devoted wite of ffty-four checkersd
yeara, . 4

Allured by the attractions of the open.
ing weat, he cama to Illinois in 1833, et
tling first in Peorin county, but remov
ug ere loog to Henry county, where he
foucd more congenial peighbors.  In
- 1836 be brought his young wife from the
comforts apd refinements of ber Conguc
ticnt howe to dwell in 8 log cabio of ¢
stogle room oo the edge of the bouodles:
prairie, whera the gray wolves howled it
the long wicter nights and the red Tu
314D6 ElalKed &lODK TheIr ancient Lrails
They were brave men who made this
wighty empire of the middie west, but
the women who stood by their sider
sbowed of-en an exalted courage equally
| worthy of remsmbrauce,

Mr. Little eutered with beart anc
zanland all tha anaray af hie pawarfu
trame sod active miad into the hfs of,
the young cowmunity, which kas now
basome the tbriving and beautiful eity
of Kewacee. Times were berd soc
luxuries were few. The benrt-uche tor
ridings trom Lhe dear old Eustero hows
zould be eased cniy at thecostof twenty
dve centsforevery letter and lony weeke
and months of waitig. Tbe hardships i
and trials, the endless Aod varied fabor:
@hich go to the settl ment of a new|
ountry toughen the Roer scd stitfen
ne machood of & waly men,  Mr,
Litde was alwaye & practical farner
though be resided mainly in town—after
ihere wesa town., He was aleo lacd
<urveyor, school teacher, lecturet on a
variety of topies, to some extenta build
ar,aod in early dassa mighty hurter.
His abounding vitlity, enterprise and
vourage, his willingness to assume
cesponsibility, bis excellent judgement

 masances; his Hrm

! ot taud, of men an.

{taith in the great future of the new
sountry. the perfect integrity and purity
o his character, all made him quickiy &
truated leader and covosellor, Probsbly
 there was oo time during his “residence
!1p Titinois »hen he did not hold several
loffices of public Lrust, sud Lhey wers
!tegion who came to bim in private for
i

i

advice, for guidance, for belp. His ear
wgsever ready to listen, and his hund to
aid. To church enterprises and 1o ben
| evolent objwcte, to publio and prisate
{veeds he wae always, in proportion to
! hie meane, 8 liberal giver, and the huepi
[ tatity of bis house wae unstinted.

[ “bres-fourtos of n century ago in & typ-
iwu aw Hsmpshire communily of ke
]

simple, encoeat, religions type, which
‘ns sppeared (o print. Sketches of ®,
similar sort relating to Newington, Goon .|
jnave Hariford
! Pimes, aud a like servies wes dove by
she ready pen for Henry county, Iil,
nany ariicles baviog nppeared iv ditfer
ot pewspapers of the county. Pupere
upon.religious and bistorical subjscts
aave aley found plaze i The ddvanca
20d other periodieals.

To the church in Grionell of which he
xu3 & members Mr. Little was a valued
sounsellor and at the time of his death
a8 bad been for macy years its honored
senior deacon. He was the father of

(aigit children, two of whom died iv
faarly infancy. Five daughters survive
‘nim, Mrs. H.S. Viers, Mrs, Jesse Macy,
and Mrs. J. P. Lywan, ot Grioell, Mrs

W. Alvord of Buitle Cresks, Mich.

Vand Mrs. Hearietta Holyoke of Seattle,
| Washiogton. Seven grand-children lise
110 bless bis memors.

The funeral services beld in the large

shureh in Griooeil were simple, impras
Warda of uffanctionete

hoan pohiished in tha

ivo end huantiful
reciution were epoken by Lhe postor,
v. Dr. Vittum, und Professor L. F
ker of the College. Prayer was of
d by Protessor 8. J. Buck who wade
dly meution of the absant daughters
fessor Cale, of the School of Music,
ided at the organ, and acd asogle

t\\ soln, “Just as | am, without oo~

"—Mr. Little’s tavorite bymn — wa-
\dered with exquisite taeta avd feelioy
®"Professor Olds, Ore only of the alu
19nde of the tappy daysin Iilinois, Mr
W, Dtie, now of Red Oak, Iowa, was
8@ 0 ba present.
5 —_———

To 1860 Mr. Little removed his family
1o Oberlin, O, to secure collegs privileg-
es for bis older children, but bis buei
ness interests remaioed in Illicois and
to Kewavee be returced after a few
years, When the Civil War broke out
e was ochosen captain of the first volun
teer compsuy raised in Oberlin, but the
state of his bealth at the time obliged
bim to moet reluctantly decline ths
bovor.

‘The removal to Grinvell in 1867, was
duenot. alooe to the educations]l advan-
tages offered there, Heloved the lifeof
the trootier; be delighted in lujing
foundstioss;—in impressing bis owp
positive personslity upon the plastic
form of the empires yet to be. Though
be has Joved his latest bome sud has
labored with earpestness and devotion
for tbe welfare of the state, and town,
04 cburuh, oud cullege, you it Lios Leew
clear that in 8 peculiar sense bis beact
bas been still in the bome of his early
maphood, where he had stood shoulder
to shoulder with those who became dear
as his own soul while - they foughl
togetber against the wilderness and
planted the seeds of rigbteousness and
law., He falt that there his best scd
and most efective work was done, and
thither his thougbta were ever fondly

<arniog. He might have mads the poet’s
rds bis own:

) girded gp my loins aad songht my xind,

i m e s work in a world of men, .
ool ape mor wark and called it good." |

Rapeated sorrowe dimmed somewbat
“he righiogss of his spirit. The oo in
. ¢hom the father's hopes centered died
2p the threshold of waphood. In 1580
We operisbed wifa was taken from his
| «1de and businesa reverses added their
rushiog ¥eight. Uutil 1803 the youeg
{4t deughter, Mra. Hotyoke, mnds a lwme
for her father; tben the bowe of nearly
Lcisty years waa broken up wnd Mr
Little has since resided with bis soo 1o
" aw, Professor Mucy, io Grissell. with
1he exception of uze yeAT spent wilh An-
ther soo-in law, Dr. Alvord ot Baitle
treek, Mich, Tna leisure of the last
seara of bis life has beep much 0C
i e mriticg of rewinis
¢ days io New -Hnmpshure,
Ove series

opied  with
secses of earl
o Consecticut, in Llinoe.
| ¢ articles has peen gathered into a vol
1\ /mo and there is to be found what hes

led aps of the most vivid, true
lite

oeen cal
LDl beauiiful pietures of fumily



