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| teen years of age at this timé.

Jupder the best auspices were many
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SIS, LOTTIE LUCAL
Lottle Lueas was born on the plan-
tation of Joln M. Preston near Abing-
don, Va.. about July 12, 1321 She was
aslave in Virginin uotil John M. Pres-
tom, Jr., became of age, when she with
twenty-nine others became Llie prop-
arty of the young man Her new
muster scon decided Lo try Lis fortune
in the state of Arkansas, and acrord-
ingly, having found a lgcation, set oubl
with his staves for his and her newﬁ_
home, which was ¢ large plantation
near elena, Ark. Lottie was eigh-
Sle
worked in the cotton fields in the south
and did other work incident to aslave
on a plantation until she was taken
from the tield and made house-girl, as
Mr. Preston was pot yeb married.
The shadows3inaslave's life even

and deep, but there were lightsaleo in
such a life that served to make more
tolerable what otherwise would have
surpassed buman endurance, Leve
and courtship and marriage lightened
the sky of the children of bondage. 1t
wis soon this plantation.  Amoly
those who were given to young Preston
and taken with him to Arkansas was
one Henry Lucas. In 131, orafew

u; yea.r?ﬂfer Toving to Arkansas, Henrv'

- .. Lotule were morried. Thyis h.tul‘)y
union lasted through forty-tive years,

uelil her husband, on the moming of
April 12th, 1xs, passed to his wel{--‘
merited reward in the glory land.
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nNo
tongue can tell the mingled heroism,
courage, patience, epdurance.
faith displayed by Mr. and Mrs. Lucas
through those eventful -yeﬁrs. and by
Aunt Lottie in these fwenty-one vears
of widowhood.

A few yearsafter their marriage the
Mexican war broke out,  Mr. Preston
enlisted asa captain and took with
him ITenry Lucas, whe attended his
master with fdelity and couraze,
equaled by the faithfulness and forci-
tude of the youny slave wife at home,

work for himself oecasionally, uotil by

during 1345 the gold fever broke out

and’

Lucas stood high in the estecem of his!

master and was given privileges to

industry and eccoomy he was able to;
purchase his own freedom: Some time:
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and men were poing to California
from il parts of the country. A large
.company was made up at He]e:}a of i
- which Tueas was a member, and igain
'Mrs. Lueas was loft alone. Tt whs in
' March of the next year, 1349, lnha.t
iyoung Preston forwarded to Yenry
Lucas 2 deed of emancipation that. ‘
i must have caused him and his fainlly
Eunbounded joy 1 give the copy t-qken
1from tie issue of the Monte;aumai Le-
'publluan of April 2Ist, 184! !
; DEED OF EMANCIPATION, ’
:, SRanes qll seen by these prescntar That
"_I, John Preston, Jr., of the coun".-_y of
EPhelps and State of Arkansas, com
motives of benevolence and bum ity
wnd fur othier causes have manumijted
and hereby do manumit and ema;nci-
pate angd set free from slavery  my
negro boy Henry, aged ahaut thirty-
eight years. AndIdo hereby give,
grant and release unlo said Henry
{known as Ilenry Lucas alius Henry
Preston! all my right, titleand claim
of in and to his person, labor and ser-
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vice, and of, in and to the estate qu
property he may hereafte~ =o-,
obtain.’
Then follow the signatare anil *he
signature ol wilnesses Lo the deed,
TFhe “other causes”
Lhe deed doubtless had reference in
part. at least, to the money which Lu-
cas paid his master. Beinga free man,
his great aim now was to purchase *he
freedom of his wife and three oh itdren,
which he accomplished a littie iater,
paying his master for them the sum
of 31,800. What language cin ade-
‘quately express the feelings of tl;
;emancipated family. Surely the skia-
iwere clearing. Dut, alas' how smft“
Sorruw follows joy! Only two weeks
later aud their ehild Phiebe dies,
Mr.and Mrs. Lucas weat into bus -
ness in IHelena, and after eigliL years
of success{ul business decided to cons 2
north,  lowa was chosen asthe future
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_')ﬂ?m\r nrn-]u qumlay mornmg, at the

ripe age of 35 years, 7

felt keenly the deprivations thrast

.which she was bore, but in sgfite of
‘her family and of all witlh whom shei

long by those who have had amgple ev-

"had very many friends, and was a

cafraid to dle”
fect trust had taken away fear. -

 tiome, and in Poweshiek County, jus'.;,
north of Monteruma. they took up
their resldence on a farm which they
purchased. Their life was not uni‘
clouded in their new home. Thely
property was maliciously destroyed,
in parrow minds.
fournd ways to wound the feelings of
these worthy people, sorrow and deatts
“forod their dwelling place. But in o
. all these indomitahle spirits, support:
ad by the grace of a loving Hea&enh'
Father which they freely sought an
as freely found, wavered not. 1n 1864
a new farm was purchased in Pleasant
-township where for twenty years or
more they resided.

Mrs. Lucas was the mother of five
children, four of whom preceded her
Que son, Juhn B. Lucas, ab
whose home she died, is left to mourn
the loss of a kind and loving mother
whose influence has ever been for tinc
right, for honesty inall things, and
whose Industry has been worthy of
aniversal emulation. For the last few
years Aunt Lottie, as she was most
familiarly known, has been confined
for the most part to the home. The:
infirmities of old age have made it jm-
possible for her to attend to the duties
and privileges in which she took such
deligho in Tthe days ol per vigor. A
few weeks ago it was seen that the
end was drawing near, She . passed

prejudice Judged

iu deatts.

-

7 months.

It is not knnwn how soon she be-
eame a Christian, hut for the graéter
part of her long life she has been a de-
vout follower of the Master and a most
devoted worker in the Kingdom. She

uport her by the erue! bondage into

these lived worthily and toiled unceas-
ingly and successfully for the good of

hadn to do.
Iler memory will be be cherigshed’

idence of her kindness and love. ~ She
friend to everybody. In her last siek-
ness her frequent expression to her
‘f:;.mil_v and friends was, "I am not
Perfect love ad~1 per-
She
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