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Prominent and Influential Woman
Died Saturday Night in Palo ‘
Alto, Calif., Azed 3
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Mrs. Mears Was Last Surviving
Member of Family of 1. R. Grine

nefl, Fonnder of This City |
i

President . 8. Nollen raseived a)
N

gram Sunday fr
P

mnen years annou
-hat his mcther.
nell Mears, had
night in Palo Alto, |
age of 77 years. The telegram :
stated that the funeral wonld be |
held  next  Thursday :
: the old Meara [

death nf 3

Calif.,

that 1t mavks the g of the|
last member of the immedinte
tamily of J. E. Grinnell. the nvt-[
or of the city which bears his|

name. Mears' er, Mrs.

Faret Grinnell  Tnes.  procedsd |

hier ©. eath some months ago. |
My

wined durmg
aifsction and 2 helpfui inter, |

n Grinnell and in C
WL Mears Cottage was named
atter Mrs. Mears, who made its|
Mears and Mis. Jones showel |
‘heir intevest in the rollege by
many timely and helptul Zifts J

Mrs. Mears was the widow of |

*he Rev. David 0, M¢ promi- |
Dagid O Meare,
nt Preshyfer minister, who !

died in  Albany. 191
She had one daughter. a youn
woman of great promise and ur

ical talent, who pracede
She had hoen miak
th son, Tl
who is a professor in Leland St
ford University.

She was one of the last surviv-
ing founders of the pareni-teach-
er movement in the United States, |
having heen a delegate to th H
tional congress of parents which |
met in Washington, D. C. in 1897, |
at which the Pusont-Toacher asso- |
ciati was born. i
!
'
i
|

na.

She organized the P. T. A, in
Now York state and the first
state president. The New York
unit was the firsl tn he organ-
zed, U until a short time he-.
fore her . th, Mrs. Mears was

tively inzrested in the BT, A, |
onal matters, and nok part !
in the organization of wwe assor -
tion's Founder's «a;

in-|fine scenery, but as always the
ut|quiet, pastoral beavty of Towa|
ic | looked good to us and we returned |
ve|as always, firmly convinced that '
~ |Towa is the best state to live in'
| and that Grinnell is the best town |
in lowa, I

|An 6bituaryl 935°
. Of Mrs.Mary |
Grinnell Mears:
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The Herald has reccived a copy

iof The Palo Alto Times contain-
ing a report of the active life of
Mrs. Mary Grinnell Mears. last
!surviving member of the family
of Hon. J. B. Grinnell, the founder
of Lhis city, notice of whose death
appeared in this paper some lit-
tle time ago. The article is as
follows:

“Mrs. Mary Grinnell Mears, 77, |
widow of the late Rev. David O
! Mears and mother of Prof. Eliot
! Grinnell Mears of the Stanford
faculty, died Saturday night at
her home at 561 Center street.
Professor Mears left last night for
the East, taking the remains to|
Esscx, Mass, for burial in the
family plot.  Funeral services
<will be neis 10 e Gongregational
church of that city.

“Of distinguished ancestry and
unusual attainments, Mrs. Mears
was a lineal descendant of John
Alden and Priscilla of Mayflower |
fame, and numbered five colonial
governors among her relatives
She was a charter member and|
pioneer organizer of the parent-
teacher movement in the United '
States, and continued her activity
in the work on a national scale
il her death.
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“Mary Grinnell was horn in'
Grinnell, Iowa. the town establish- |
,ed by her father, the late Rev.
'3, B. Grinnell, to whom Horace!
Greeley issued his classic advi
“Go west, young man, go west.”
*In response to that admonition the |
Rev. Mr. Grinnell went to Towa,|
founding not only the town but
atau  Loiplug W sciwis Guu-l
nell Coliege. He served as
congressman from Iowa during
{the administration of Abraham |
'Lificoln. The daughter grew up‘
in Grinnell, and graduated from
i the college there. Tn_1882 she mar-
ried the Rey. David O. Mears, Pres-
byterian minister. They made their |
home for many years at Albany,
N. Y., where the husband held a
pastorate. He also held & psstol‘-‘
ate in Worcester. Mass. |

Mrs. Mears attended the first
National Congress of Mothers at
Washington in 1897. That meet-
ing, itself an outgrowth of the:
Mothers' Meetings at Chautauqua
in 1895, signalized the bitth of the
Parent-Teacher Association move-
ment which now has units in virtu-
ally every locality in the United
States.

Sy E

¢ lnawlodge  af thia
project (National Congress of Mo
thers) Mrs. Mears explained in
one of her writings, ‘came from my |
husband who handed me a letter |
saying. "This will interest you. It!
is a call for a Congress of Mothers
to be held next January. The let-
ter came to me in common with
other clergymen of the country, |
asking that we preach upon the
coming &ongress and all that it
signifies”

“A year later Mrs. Mears or-
zanized the New York Assembly of '
Mothers. precursor of the P. T. A. |
and served as its president from |
1308 to 1905, Mrs, Mears also was ||
the originator of Founders' Day in\
the P. T. A. organization, ail of ||
unders having been intimate |
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associates of her own in the move-
ment.

“Widowed in 1915 when the Rev. ‘
Mr. Mears pased away, Mrs. Mears |
later made annual visits to Palg|
S1ta, catabiicning o venteme e |

1921 at which she wintered di- |
viding her time between here and
Washington.

i

“Mrs. Mears is survived by her |
sou, Eliot Grinnell Mears, profes-
sor of geography and international
trade in the Stanford Graduate
School of Business and director of
the Stanford Summer Quarter. A
daughter, Helen Grinnell Mears,
died in 1913, |

Many Varieties of Chewse
There are 1§ aistinet types of
chense comprising some 400 difter

varisti




