Story Of A 7
Great Life

President J. H. 7. Main Has Passed -

Yrom ‘This Lile into a Greater '
Lile Beyond

CAREER: WAS MARKED BY )

HONORS 'AND ACHIEVEMENTS:

His Devotion Lo Grinnell College Hus
Been the Guiding Principle
of Ilis Career -

Grinnell's leading citizen has passed
to his final reward. After forty years
of service to Grinnell college and the
town of Grinnell President Malin's
eyes have closed in their last sleep. |.
His ever alert and active mind has
given its last expression of love and
service to the people of Grinnell, Iowa
and to the world. He died as he lived,
his mind creative, kecn, kindly and
thoughtful te the very end.

President Main was no laggard. 'To
the last minute his active and re-,
sourceful strength and vigor were at|y
their best, and his face was turned
to the future.

He entered the service of Grinnell
college in the fall of 1892, s devoted,
lovable and helpful wife giving him
comfort, cheer and assistance in all
“Important work he had to undertake.
As a teacher he was a marvel of in-
dustry and inspiration. His pupils in
the class rogm knew that they were
in the presence of a master mind.
They loved him for his scholarship,
for his - breadth, and his intimate
knowledge of the subject he was
teaching. He became a friend in the:
classroom, on the playground, on the”
street, and in his home. In every ac-
.. tivit; he was helped by his cultured,

! - beautiful and devoted wife.

He had been a student and a teach-
er before he came to Grinnell but
here his mind blossomed out into the
richness and fullness of vigor which
Kept I to his Iasl days,

He was appolated dean of men and
when President Dan Bradley resigned
Professor Aain was elected to the
position of acting-President and so
well did he serve the colicge, and
with such force, dignity and inspira-
tion, that In, 1000 ho wik glven the
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President Main’s Latest Picture

A oaye,.,

The beloved head of Grinnell College seen at his desk, busy 111; th__e_ work from which
death called hine. : ’
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full title and full power of. President. =
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ni Recitation hall, the women's quad-
rangle, the men's dormitories, the
grand stand at Ward ficld, the heat-
ing plant on the campus, ihe Presi-
dent’s home, the swimming pool and
the installation of the Memorial Pipe
Organ.

In intellectual and Christian devel-
opment there have been the organl-
zation of the Women's league, the
Harvard Exchange, the Gates Memor-
jal lectures and the Congregational
Conference. ‘These are not all the
things which lhnve marked his wolk
here in lwenty-flve yenrd. ’

The crowning effort of President’
Main's life was made o securd
the gift of §500,000 offered by
the Carnegie foundation, It has been
hard work. The deflation period
following the close of the war
when prices were high and money:
was easy has made the task an es-
pecially difficult one. He might al-
most have lost confidence in the out-'
come and have given up in despalr
but through the entire campaign his .
heart was always hopeful and his en- |
couraging words inspiring. "Wa;‘vci
got to raise the money”. His ingpira- |
tion helped the friends of Grinnell :
college ta go deeper into their pock-
ets when they felt they had g—iven.ail :
they could and resulted in raising’
and reporting to the foundation bhoard
that the amount needed had heen
made good by Grinnell. :

President Main has not lived to see
the fruition of his hopes and lahors.
expressed from the trustees of the
fund but he did live to know that the
ameount necessary had been raised
and evidence placed in thelr hands.

During his life here President Main,

has heen the center of a group who -

worked faithfully for Grinnell college
and for Grinnell. A scholar and a stu-
dent, the duties of his position
made him at times oblivious to the

presence of others but always he en- .
joyed the relaxation an the diversion ;

of meeting his friends.

-
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When opportunity presented he was

f-a regular attendant at the Kiwanis

- luncheon and with i i

‘ the Kiwanis cl
Iveqt on se}:eral'visits to the courcl:tlrl;
! 10 meet with the farm people when
. they entertained the club, '

His wife has been his constant com-,

| panion in all events in which she
could take part. They were ‘frequent
entertainers of many people in Grin-
?e” and the regular Christmas party
or. the Elizabeth Farle Magoun club
‘an ane of the high points in the so-
[# ﬂlll”r“ of PPreotdent Muain., )
¢ never fulled an nppolutient nl
s‘my of. his c¢lub activities until his
recent illness at horne.
the last meeting of the Forlnightly

club should have been at his home and |

the paper should hav
) have heen prepared
By. Mr, I_\I:nn. His illness pgevgnted
Lﬁ;s z}nd it may be said truthfully that
his is the first time in bhis twenty-
five years of membership in the Fort-
nightly clgb and his eleven years of
E;e;gie:?h}{) &n the Kiwanis club that
s faile £ g i
oo perform.o a duty when given
Through all his life tho
] : ugh wrapped
!up in his college work he has bezg a
hcn.rer of the simple activities to which
e.lwas_ born and which molded his
gzxdysuhfe Into the thorough scholar
e ccessful - executive of his later
His home has been i
a social
11:0:: college groups, hoth stﬁ(czt%:;.r
aculty and others, and here have
beten entertained some of the great-
;acs&] mceiglémd zvomen honored in polit-
tivif.ies. » Intellectual and social ac-

He was active 71—1 i

S0 outside of hig
fol!ege work at home. He was hl.';
frustee of the Carnegie foundation
or the advancement of teaching and
El?,stflfgtsent at 8 recent meeting of

the ees. He served ag g memb
] er
;Jé' tr}.ll'ua American Relief Commission
fo Te 1z{u:a.r east and speat six months
in t}];(: ely and Armenia immediately

close of the great war.

was a member of the American PhI;Il‘-3

The next to’

SRRt - i
rological Assgociation and the Archae-
: ological Institute of Ameriga, and
contributed to magazines and cduca-
tional journals, and was a member of
the following clubs: University Club,
Chicago; Grant Club, Des Moines:
Century, City, Transportation and
Harvard clubs, New York. . '

But in and above all he was a dom-
*inating .influence in his home town.
. He was an- active and leading in-
fluence in many local organizations.
He and his faithful wife were mem-

bera of the Grinnell Cengregationnl
church, nellve beoevery  anovaermnend
among the women and men which
meant the betterment of the com-
munity and the advancement of
Christian, moral and mental culture
among our people. '
Mrs. Main is a member of many of
the leading women's clubs, Mission-
ary society, Elizabeth Earle Magoun

club and others.

. President Main was a Mason, rals-
ed to that position in his home town
lodge, a member of the Fortnightly
Club, of the Kiwanis club, and of
other clubs founded for the purpose
of social and civic improvement. He
was also a 32nd degree Mason of the
Des Meines consistory and was sig-
nally honored by being made a Knight
Commander of the Court of Honor.

{ In every part he toak in public life,
;at home or abroad. he was an out-
standing figure. In the pulpit, his ser-
mons emphasized Christian integrity
jand were marked by a manly spirit
iand scul sympathy.

i He was gladly -welcomed to all the
;social and civic meelings which he
jattended and he himself enjoyed
these meetings more than his friends
knew. They were to him a relaxation
lfrom the onerous but delightful du-
Ities of his service to the college and
the community.

His addresses . to the graduating
classes were an inspiration to them
because every student knew he spoke
from the soul, with a hcart full of
goadwill and love, '
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Presid&niﬁMain's body was taken
ta". the cﬁ:\ape[ today where it lay in
state in’ thé vestibule from -ome .o’-
‘clock to.two o’clock p.m., when fun-
eral services were conducted. ' Rev.
Robert Inglis, pastor of the Congre-
gational church was in charge .and
talks were made by Dean J. S, Nollen
and Rev, V. W, Wehrhan. .

Rev, H, . Vittum gave the biblical
selection, I am the resurrection and
the life.”” T

The music at the service included a
solo by Miss Leah Pratt from'the Mes-
siah, “'He shall feed his fleek,” This
was followed by a solo by Mrs-E, B. T.
Spencer, alss from "“Mcssiah”, HCome
Unto Him.* *The final seleclon on the
argan at which Professor Hugo Goed-
swin, presided, O Lord and Father
‘of ug all” .

. Jaclive pall bearers at the funeral
were Professor H. 8. Conard, Pro-
fessor R. H. Perring, ¥rofessor D.
E. Peck, Professor R. B. McClen-
on, Professor E. . Streng,  amd
Professor L. . Sheripan.

Honorary pall beare\"a were Honor-
‘able H. W, Spauldiné, W. G. Ray.
tProfessor, H, W. Norris, Professor W,
J. Rusk, Professor John W. Ganna-
-way, and Professor C. F. Lavell,

At the close of the scrvice the pro-
pie in the audience filed out of the
|Chapei leaving Mrs. Main alone with
i the body. The body wazs  taken
to Des Moines for cremation and
sometime Saturday, hour nrt named,
the ashes will be interred in Hazel-
“|wood cemetery st a private service.

‘ Dean J, S, Nollenw's Eulogy

John Hanson Thomas Main--the
name is long and large and powerful,
fit for the tall, commandirgz frame,
the masterful face, the far-reaching
'mind, the heaven-searching spirit of
the man. The masculine syllables of
this name sound like a pacas of vic-

tory, symbol and oracle of a life liv-
ed triumphantly.

It is -exactly thirty-cight years
isince I first met President Main, then
|Professor Main, fresh from the great
Gildersleeve's seminar, at Johns Hop-
kins, and in his first year of teach-
ing Greek at Grinnell. He was then
pecularly the scheolar and teacher,
quiet, studious, - retiring, quite the
cloistered academic type; but already
his personality wus making itseif
felt. His major students, amung them
some of “the most brilllant minds we
have had on this campus, wers drawn
to him with loyal devotion and recog-
nized in him the-master of their in-
tellectual life, Already he wus a lead-
er in the work of the Faculty Grad-
ually he built himself {nto Lhe life of
Grinnell, so that we could not well
think of this College without him, and
the most flattering offers frum other
institutions could not tempt hirm away.
.Responsibility naturally sgouyght him

out. He was secretary of the Faculty,
member of the most impotiant com-
mittees, Acting President during an
‘interregnum, Dean of the Faculty.
and then FPresident for just short of
twenty-five years. This Iasl quarter
century saw the building of the Grin-
nell of to-day: curriculum, character
of the Faculty, endowment, offective
iplant, campus organization, these are

his Wee-—
in large part the work of :
gll'dl‘higs ugflagging energt{. At;rc::.lm‘;;ﬁ
i e
twenty-five years saw bty
im of the public man, who i
1:'131811 heard with respect throughout
the chuntry armong leaders in educa-
tiolnt' has become a trite saying that an
weducator” is a person who hag long

31 aching. This remark
s1_,gce’_§t0pperd te __%'__-__,‘” mark
‘lozes its point with reference to Pres-
%gent Mal.::':n. Though it was many
years since he had left the classroom
Tor wider ficlds of activity, still all
his thinking to the last day remained
educalional in the truest sense. r{i)t
only in the rebuilding and modern}f-
ing of the curriculum and the _chcm?r
of instructoers, but in the planning 0

: ‘uni ¥e and women, .
resiklence units for men and women,,

or Grinnell’s o

eld Th
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in the development of student govern-
ment. in the Gates Memorial Lectures
and the Harvard Exchange relation-
shu_), he thought always in terms of,
a liberal education. The Women's
Quadrangle and the Men's Dormitor-

’JBS are perhaps the most characteris- '

tic expression of thig dominant inter-
Jost of his life, and because he embaod-
1gd unigue educationsl values in the
skucture and-the furnishings of thesc!
stadent homes they became a modei
for other institutions far and wide.

Above all, President Main haq g
1zeal for the building  of character
,fan.ci he couldg contribhute: greatly to'.
‘this end because he was himself en-
dowed with a rarely rich and power- '
“ful character. some of whose out-
-standing qualities no one could fall
;1o observe and admire. Like the pooa,
Greele that he was, he remained A
'fun'owu of Plato, an uncompremising.
idealist* be could not deliver an ad. '
dress wikthqut reference to eternal |
cand u.b.‘_ao.'lutt verities, and his clear:‘
leyes were ubwaveringly fixed on the
vilellenic triad of virtue, the Good, the |
tTrue and the Beautiful. He was o
man .of faith, a loyal Christian, to
whom' Jesus was not a Vague image
jin the dim distance, but a living
Jrresence calling men to follow hiny
!| the ey masier of life. He had a-:
bounding courage, and never turned
this hack on a baffling preblem or a -
ythreatening foe. He was sincerely a |
|Mman of peace, and yet had the quali-
‘UQS of the good soldier; when he way
[Imost conscious that he was the tar. |
get of “the slings and arrows of out- |
rageous fortune,” he could‘truly say
|"iny head is bloody but unbowed.”
He had a power of persistence of
will that carried him through every |
Crisis of his severely tested adminis- |
Lration and that bade him in the end ;
(l!‘lve himself with the last ounce of
his waning strength, that his great
task might be fully accemplished. His
was a sensitive spirit, respoensive to
every fine and Jovely: “thought or-
thing, sympathetic ~'ang- affectionate
beyond the imagination ; of those
tho could not - penetrate beneath the
auter shell of reserve that always en-
jcased him, to the core of tenderness
(In his heart. -

[ ~The last word in this swift summa-
tion of his character must he devo-
[tion. He believed in Grinnell 'with a
l,lo;{ally that clalmed his whole being.
fGrinnell was his life, Grinnell was
tthis religion—TI do not mean just Grin-
inell that now is, in the building of
:}which.he had so great g share, but
jjthe more plorious Grinnell of his
FJd;‘eam and his vision: to this he gave
},hnpself with an utter “self-abandon
llakin to the sacrifice of+the martyr
: Fr}_ltohpours uut his life-bload for a holy
aith. PR
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Death in 1931
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(This is the sixth of a :c{fes_f_éf arlicles to
appear in The Scarlet and Black concerning
the men and women for whom the buildings
of Crianell college have been named. “Cainpus
buildings, dormitories, end quadrangle
lages will be included in the series. )

cof- |

" The name of no person who  ligs
heen connected with Grinnvll college{
is more widely knovn or more re- |
spected than that of John Hansoni
Thomas Main, president of Grinnell
for over 25 years. T
After his death, April 3, I931 nu-|
merous tributes to kim appeared in
leading newspapers and from promi- |,
nent persons all over the couhtry. It
{was significant of this regard for him
that Main hall, one of the two fresh-
man cottages, was named in his hon- |
or only two moaths la COm- !
mcnce,ﬁentfske\i.ch t?c'qfiows

Bornt fn Toledo

Under President Main's administra-
tion, numerous changes were made in
the college, and a number of new fea-
tures were added to college life here,
in aill of which he was prominent. The
student homes were Lullt ynder his
direction, and studect :gc‘)vernment
was.his idea. . T

Prominent In QOther A'ctivi'ties

Besides serving as president of
Grinnell, Mr, Mainp was prominent in
a number of outside activities, which
made him internationsly known.

Such was our leader. We cannot
forget him, We know that his work
will abide. We 'may not be untrue to
him jand his ideals, We can honor
 himoliest 'by striving  with all our
Istrength and devotion to realize his
ldreamT¥and his vision of the Grinneil
that is yet to be. . '

Rev. N." W, Wehrhan's Tribute

In a little hook, Sizing up Uncle
Sam”, George Fitch says "Cotomdo/
has twg outstanding mountalns,

Pike's Peak and Ben Iindsay.”
When the history ‘of Grinnell is
written, President Main will be pic-
rtured as the mountain peak in Towa's
Educational History. ~His physical -
stature was only indicative of a
greater mind and heart, In going to-
‘ward Mt. Tacoma this summer the
cgulde solled our attention to 2 Doug-
flas fir perhaps a hundred and fifty
(years old. Its top towered toward the
!|elouds, During the hundred and fifty
vears the-coast of Washington has,
1heen swept by terrific storms, There f-{
Jhave been numerous devastating fireg, |
the woodman's ax has cleared most |
1of the mountainside of its natjve tim-!
ber; but here slood this gizantic fir
‘tree, its branches strong and healthy,
its trunk straight Apparently the

many times as I turned back to look '
at the giant tree in Washington. I,
went to Chicago last week unger pro-'
test. T thought I should not leave him '
but he said, “I wil) he all right ang 1
want you to greet the Grinneilians in
Chicaga personally for me” Befora |
I left I copied this paragraph from "
\Rabbi.Silver's book, "Religion in a
rlChangmg World” T pave it to him |
,and said, “This is my idea of you."
. "An ideal which a man can achieve r
in his lifeltime ig unworthy of him, '
unworthy of the reach of his imagina-
tion, the chivalry of hig spirit, the !
hardihood of his faith, Only such '
tas_ks and ambitions are worthy of us |
which lay bare the finitude r our
hodies angd the infinitude of our souls, -
the impotence of flesh and the omni-
potence of spirit, the brevity of onri
days and the eternity of our dreams, ,
B]esse'd is the man whose dream out.!
lives him! Blessed is the man who is’
;strong enough to see himself grow |
’otd_and powerless while his ideal re-
mains young and green. For then old
'age assumes a dignity which compen- |
‘sates for his infirmjties, The flame of‘J
life may burn low, but from the up-
deﬁleq altars of hig ageless soul the '
holy incense of his vision will rise
heavenward.”

s and storms of a huadred r’lnv‘l
:Ef; ;}ears had left it unscatlied. We
wandered off some distance from it
and just looked at it anq"} said to
the rgroup of tourists, '“That tree
makes me think of our Presidont‘at
Gringell.” During the perfod of thirty-
nine.years of service in this institu-
tion President Mnin has been aware
of terrific storms, devasiating exper-
iienceg .am] the ‘coustant strugple for
the ‘maintenance of ideals. It has re-
quired. strength of unusual Q}mht}
‘durili‘g' these long years of service to
maintpin those ideals. President Main
had 'tlgat quality of strength.

A -week ago today when he was
‘probably more conscious of his own
condition than many of us who were
close %o him. he sent this message
with ‘e to Chicago Alumni:

“I'{—a;m expressing my affectionate
‘regards and devolion, T deeply regret
‘that?I am denied the happiness of
ijoiniig you tonight in the fellowship
‘of ‘our annual mecting. T shall he
-'w‘ith"'~y0l.1 in thought and in-spirit and
.shal’rejoice in you as loyal Grmnell-.
‘iansf group that is growing larger
and ldrger and more significant i
national and world life as the years
come-and: go. I rejoice that a group
of my: fellow Jaborers will be with
you from the campus. I shall look
forward eagerly to having their per-

sonal reporls of the meeting My
grectings to you all!

| Faithfully vours,

J J. H. T. Main”

It was just more than seven years
ago that.he asked me to eel hin
at a hotel in Omaha. In the week
previcus he had outlined to me a dif-
ficult task of reselling to Town the
JGrinnell College Ideal and I told him
in a letter that T was not sure that
I was egual to the task. Then came
his telegram, “Will you meet me in
the hotel in Omaha?" \Ye sat there
for perhaps two hours. He outlined
for me the dream he had had for
fGrinnell, When I expressed lo him
some fear about the task or perhaps
reluctance to do it, he got up out of
his chair and walked across the floor
and he said, “Remember the Grin-
nell Spirit.” Perhaps, I had enter-
'tained up to that moment some fem
of him. I changed my decision in the
moment, During these seven years,
I have tried to carry a modest part
of the burden for him and I shall
always remember these years as the
happiest seven years of my life. He
was sympathetic, kindly, and there
never has been a single incldent of

|friction in this period to mar that
‘happy relationship. 1 shall turn back
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Carnegie Foundation
Honors Pres. Main

THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF TEACHING

522 Fifth Avenue
New York

JOHN HANSON THOMAS MAIN
1859 . 1931

Dr. John Hanson Tkomas Main was bern in Teledo,
Ohio, April'2, 1859. He died in Grinnell, Iowa, on April 1,
1831

His college educaticn was obtained in Moore's Hill
College, Indiana, and in the Johns Hopkins University,
from which he received the degree of Ph.D. in 1892,

His tastes led bim into the life of a teacher, He
became Prefessor of Greek in Towa College (later Grin-
nell College) and in 1906 its president. Since that day his
wholehearted service was given to Grinnell Coilege, In
greai meastre, through his scholarly enthusiasm and his
untiring labor Grinnell College became one of that grsup
of strong American colleges in the Middle West that were
leaders ¢f education in their own states. Even tax-
supperted education in Iowa owed muchk tn the scholar-
ship and the s.undards of intelleciual sincerity maintained
by Frasident Main. His enduring monument is Grinnell
College,

President Main became a trustee of the Carnegic
Foundaticn at the annual meeting in 1924. From that
date he remained an active and interesizd member of the
Board and tcok part in all the problems of the last seven
years. Not only at the regular meetings of the Board
but in frequent visits to the office of the Foundation he
kept alive his interests in its work.

This brief winute is inserted uron the recerds <f the
Board of Trustees in remembrance of this faithful service
in thz office of a trustee.

A true copy
HOWARD. J. SAVAGE,




GRINNELL

GRINNELL, IOWA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1931.

President J. H. T. Main
Died At His Home This Morning

Career of Noted Educator and Devoted Friend of Grinnell Is Cut
Short — Was In His Twenty-Fifth Year of Constructive
And Insplrmg Leadership As President Of
Grmnell College.
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“prexie’ Main is dead..h?he word
was flashed about this mo¥rning. He
passed away at 7:05 oclock at his
home. For the past six months he
has been suffering fr.h aﬁfﬁstxc
anaemia, though not for ?\: of the
time confined to his bed «rf debarred
from seeing his friends. I-Iel ‘has heen
sick at his home for tha past four
weeks.

Tt is hard tp think of bzgnnell col-
or- of Grinnell, without John
TTanenn Thomas Mzain, Wh(ﬁ%e life for
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DIES IN THE HARNESS

The writér was one of these stu-
dents and recalls an incident of those
happy student days which sﬁbws
President Main a8 he was. He:an-
nounced one morning that he wfs ed
the class to appear at his houss ‘that
evening, bringing thelr textl:iboks;
with them and prepared for a.r.i exX-
amination. There was considerable
consternation among the class- and

a good deal of talking about such a
proceeding ‘ywhich . speedily subisided
when. the'y‘arrived at the Main ht.’:{'ne

speaker which developed as additional
respongibility was thrust upon him,;
for a hroad, sane outlook on life; for
a ready sense of humor which was
disclosed to his intimates ahd above
all for his devotion to the college
which he loved and to the task to
which he had set hiz hand. He never
looked back but moved ever forward
with the conviction that Grinnell was
doing a great wiork and should con-
tinue to do that work in all the
years to come. The Women's Quad-

1rn“’r< Tiarmitaniace Aand tha

University.

Mr. Main became professor of an-
cient languages in his alma mater,
Moores Hill College In 1880 and con-
tinued there for nine years. From
1890 to 1891 he served as assistant
in Greek and Latin at the Woman's
College of Baltimore and during the
following year was senior fellow inm
Greek in Johns Hopking University.
In 1892 he waw invited to Grinnell,
then Iowa, College as Carter profes- .
sor of Greek language and literature. ..
1Ta anesnied and since that time has '
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linked with both. To the college he
hag given the last full mehsure of de-
votion. Throtugh good times and had
he has stood in the forefront of the
fray to carry on the traditfon of Grin-
nell as a growing, working, Christian
college, Plans were under, way for g
fitting celebration at tHe coming
Commencement of his corhp]etion of
- twenty-five years as president of the
college which he loved and served
with such wholesouled fervor.
celebration is not to be but for many a

vear those who have known the col- |which Grinnell had been working for { gregter exertions and more promising

lege during these past twenty-five
years and more will remember that
tall, angular figure; that quick,
nervous step; that flashing smile and
warm hand clagp and all the things
which have gone to make up ‘Prexie”
Main. He has fought the good fight
and has earned his rest and it i3 very
appropriate that the end of this life
should come so nearly at the resur-
rection time of Easter for President
Main has always helieved in the po-
tential force of life, not of any earthly
life but of a growing, ahounding life
even heyond the grave, It is the com-
fort of those who have loved him for
all these years te think that in some
such life he iz still active and happy.

President Main came to Grinnell in
1892 first as professor of Greek and
in this capacity he served happily and
usefully for many years. He was a
student of ripe attainments -and a
most happily inspiring teacher; Those
who sat in his classes during this per-
jod, will always think of him first as
a teacher, in spite of the distinguished
success which he later attained in
wider fields.

gocial evening. President Main de-
lighted in such little surprizes and
fhe inherent kindliness of his nature
was a quality which he never lost,
no matter how much he was harassed
by the responsibilities of his position.

President Main started this college
year full of hope and apparently full
of strength. He was striving to add
to the record of his achievements the

This |securing of the endowment from the |waq a love that would not let him go

General Education Board toward

several years, The year has witneased
gredat progress toward the attainment
of the end which will mean so much
to the financial stability of the col-
lege and without doubt the unremitt-
ing zeal with which President Main
devoted himself to this work had
much to do with the appearance of
the trouble which ultimately caused
nis death. He continued as hig
strength permitted and many have
rematrked that President Main never
spoke better than on the occasions
on which he appeared in public dur-
ing the past few months, Even when
he was foreced to remain at home he
refused to give way ta the dJisease
which was undermining his strength.
He was unremitting in his planning
for the coltege. He sent for his
friends and talked with them and only
on the day before his death was he
finally forced to take to his bed. The
end, when it came, was quick and
without pain and President Main was
conscious up to the last few minutes
preceding his death.

President Main will be remembered
for ripe scholarship; for gifts as a

Alumni Recitation Hall are proofs of |
that faith which refused to be dis-
couraged and which drove on and on
toward fulfiliment of the dream which
this man had dreamed for Grinnell.
One of President Main's favorite
hymns wasg O Love, that wilt not let
fme go” How many times all of us
;have sung it on haccalaureates Sun-
days. And how truly it epitomized
| his own life.

His love for Grinnell
|
.and which impelled him ever to

s plans.

Only a few days ago Rev. Jameal
L. Hill of S&dlem, Mags., trustee of
Grinnell, early alumnus and friend of
Grinnell for many years was called
tao his last reward. Now President
Main, leader, counsellor and friend,
has passed to the other shore, But the
spirit for which both of them atood,
of progress, of hope and of optimism,
remains and will find Grinnell still
forging on and on,

John Hanson Thomas Maln was
horn at Totedo, Ohio, April 2, 1859, a
son of Hezekiah Best and Margaret
{Costello) Main, He passed away just
one day Tefore his seventy-second
birthday. He graduated in 1880 from
Moores Hill College, Indiana, with the
degree of A. B. and received his A, M.
from the same college in 1883. Later
he pursued postgraduate studies at
Johns Hopking University of Balti-
more, Md., receiving the degree of
Ph. D. in 1832, The Honorary degrees
of LIL.D. have been. conferred upon
him by Oberlin College, Iowa Univer-
sity, Grinnell College and Harvard

heen actively identified with Grinnelr.

He served ay acting president from

1900 to 1902 and as dean of the fac-

ulty from 1902 to 19068. He was elects .

ed to the presidency of the college in
January, 1908, and the relation thus
begun comtinued unbroken until his
death this morning.

President Main was married June18,
1881, to Miss Emma Myers, of Jef-
fersonville, ITnd. During all the years
Mrs. Majn has been at his side, a
devoted and self sacrificing helpmeet.
She survives him and to her the sin-
cere sympathy of this entire com-
munity is extended in this hour of
sorrow -and berfavement.

President Main was first and fore-
most aneducator. He was a leader
of youth and commanded the affection
and respect of his students In an
nnusual degree. He believed in the
capability of young people to govern
themselves and ‘Grirnell has been the
scene of an interesting and successful
experiment along that line, His high
ideals, his inspiring lesdership, his
rich scholarghip and his love for hia
work and for the eollege which he
had mada his own in such a peculiarly
personal way have combined to make
him a leader admired, honored and he-
loved. His reputation iz more than
stato wide and everywhere those who
know him will sorrow that so rich
and so fruitful a career has been cut
off with so much of fulfillment still
befara it.

Funeral arrangements had mot

been completed at time of going to
presd.



