Geo. MeKee for forty years & resident
of Montezuma, died Monday moerning.
Mr. MeKee was Lorn at what wasknown
83 McKeos Rocks, three miles bejow
Pittaburg, Jun. 1, 1814, His eazly wun-
hood was apeut at labor on a farm for
which he recsived 3% a manth, Is waR
braught up near the Okio river anid had
sarly manifested a desite to becowe o
piloton u boat. 1is firet warked on tat-
bonts and was soon placed o the regpon-
tible position of pilot on what waa then
the lurgest steambont on the Ohio river |
and he piloted the firat boal of this Linst |
that ever visited Pittsburg, For toonty
years he followed thig oeccupation m;.:]i
for years wag ona of tha best know,, !
ateambeat men ou the river. He mads
freanent trips to New Orleans, St, Louis |

anil athier points. Whils thus employed
Mr. MeKee aaved up his earnings snd
bought a Lundsome farm méar Pitta-
burg. Thers wne a large brick Houge,]
five spriogs and ao abundance of truitl
on the premises. Whea tha . develop-
went of anthracite coul mines began he
sold out, receiviog 2200 sn acre for his
farm of 41 geres, The man to whom be
ol afterwards realized $500 an aére
In the sprivg of 1835 Mr. McKen, ta.
yother with his family, took boat apd
started for the great west. They want
Jown the Ghio river Lo Cairo and thence
b the Misslesippi to Keokuk where they
fnded ao:d after Atting up the nacessary
equipwents started for Montezu mna,
reaching this place in the summer of
1853, Iters be purchased considerable
lund und also condycted what was then |
knowo a8 the Montezuma House, The
struoture was built of logs and it stood
iusb narth of where Falkinburg’s black-
swith shop is now situated. The frame
structura now used by Smith Bros, for
imploments was afterwards added to it.
Ua Kopt Lthis hotel for sometime and as
this was a elopping place on the old
stage cuich  line ha frequently had
among his gueata men who weraof much
prowioenca in that day or who after-
wards vose to distinetion. The fgperal
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