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Grinnell hay lost unother of its pio-
neers and & omost v thyr ritizen
Sam Nelson, Talher of Mayoer Wil
J. Neldon, died very suddenly Iri-
day, Nov. 6th. Funeral services were |
held from the home this aflernoon. |
Samuel Nelson was born in, Moy,
County Tyrone, Ireland, Sguember
26, 1844, In  the tall of 1867 he
cemigrated te America  landing ut);
Quebec. IProm  there he wenl to
Kingston, Ontario, where ke lived
and worked until ihe Jate spring of
1872
In Kingston he met and married |
Miss {umj_g__(_;_'g_ltnﬂggl}, alao horn m}J

j
f

Ireland.  They weore married on
January 10, 187¢ and <ame to Grin-
nell lo make their home in the carly
summer of 1§72, Lmmediately fol-
lvwing lheir arrival in <his commu-
ALy, Mro Nelsen was employed by
Vavious farmers, and  ie wasg alsa
ane of the workers on the college
building later destroyed by Lhe cy-
clone in 1382,

In Ociober, 1872, Mr. Nelson en-
gaged in business in Grinnell at the
identical location oI ihe presenl
store of Nelson & Son. He held the
unigie  and remarkable record of
having conlinuously engaged in bus-,
ineas ‘al the same locativa for nearly,
G0 years. The first iag ehildren’
wore born in the living apartments
over the original store suilding on.
Fourth Ave. but while they werc |
very sinall the family removed  to!
the lot on which the present hnmc)
slands; here the other three chil-
dren were born, and an *wis same lot
ull of them were reared, and hech
all the living members 0! the family
St reside.  This 15 a tesord rarely
equaled in America.

No citizen of Grinpell has been
mare signally honored for his worlh
and service ‘to the community than
Sam - Nelson, He  serves several
terms us member of Lhe cliy coun-
cil, having been a meinser of the
Tirst council when Grinne! became a
cily. Fie was an unassuraing, mad-
€3l man, never secking pablic office
or acclaim, yet he wus repeatedly
chusen Lo serve his fellow townsmen
in pesitions of honor and tryst,

He was a member of the city
council at the time of tie cycione in
1582 and gave to the lunlt of hiy
strength and ability in unsisting to
rebuild Grinnell after that disaster,
Again, at the tme of the big fire
in 1889 which destroyed  the major
part of Grinnell's business district,
he was one of the prime  maovers in
its rehabilitalion. ‘ |

Mr. Nelson “also‘served ng mayor
of this eily during the carlier yens
and was enc of the most  valued
counselors of his son, Will J, Nelgoun, |
present Mayor of Grinnell, on civiel.
affairs. His inind remained clear i
and keen to the last. He had been
actlive i the &ffairs of the city so
constantly and for so many years
his judgmenl and his  advice were
invaluable. '
Next to his family, home and
chureh, perhaps, came his loyalty |
anrl dwo;ion toJ__g;g Cdd  Fellows

lodge. "He was probably onc of the
hest known Odd Feliows in Ceritral
Iowi,  Had he lived watldl Marchy 15
next, he would have been a member
of the organization fifty years, .'md.'
the lncal order was already maling
lans for a Grand Jubilee in honor
of his fifticth anniversary as an Gdd
Fellow, and to present him with a
Jewel hefitting the oceasion.

He nas not only been a member,
hul an active, enthusiastic worker in
the lodge, holding elective office al-
mast centinuously. He  served as
Noble Grand and in other capacities
and for almest 50 years had been
sceretary of Grinpell Lodge. He alsn
served as treasurer of Fidelity En-
campment for over 43 years, and
very seldom missed a lodge meeting.
lie will by siudly amissed by the or-
panization. .

His faithfulness Lo the church and
ils interests were as truly remark-
able.  IFew (imes indecd was he niiss-
ing from his accustoemed seat in the
Baptist churcl. Even before he was
2 meniber of the church he was a

regular attendant and scryed on tth
building commitfee of Lhe present |
church building.  He served on Lhe
church board for many, many years,
and during  his later yeurs \\':13‘
made Trustee Emeritus in rccc:gni—{r
tion of his long and loyal servipe, {
8am Nelson was a Tricmdly m;m.‘

i

(

|

He was gniek to welcome newcong -
ers to the communily—and the lasl
to forget those who moved ;m'zt;.'.i
No old-timer ever visited Crinnell
without calling on Sam Nelson m!

the store or at the Rome, and it |
]

scemed no malter how long ihcy{
had been away he remembered their
faces aud could call thiem by name.

He was ailways to be Tound at his |
place of business during busme.ssf'
hours uniess some more

importani |

duty called him elsewhere. He gave!
Ao the conduct of his businoess the |
;same honest, faithfui * attention he |
gBve to all things he considered wor- |
thy of attention. Hc walked down
town to the store and spent  gsonte
time there the day preceding  his
, death,

He haqg enjoyed his  usua) comJ
fortable physical well-baing practic-
ally Lo the end of his 86 years or!
life.  About twe weeks ago Le ywas!
‘taken with a severe cold  and wys
confined o hjy bed a few days, prac-
tically for the Tirst time jp his ij(-.-"
He wus up ang areund again last.
yweek but was, weakeneg by his -iJJ—f
Ness. The end came withgut strug-|
gle or pain. He wag mo¥ing abuutj’
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‘u.m tfving - room and as  he sentaeq
himself in his big leather ehair, his
daughter Grace noticed a slight tre-
mor of his hands as they rested on !
the arms  Wihey, she  roached Jns;
.slde he wag gone.

Mrs. Nelson, hig devoted wife apg !
J‘lxcfpmate. bassed away January 17,’
11931, and no gount the loss of the!

. fompanionship and accustomes Tro-
" lationship of overp 60 years, hastoneq
.the Loming of the eng for Mr. Nej-

fom. Just a few days prior tg the



