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[ ANIEL D PROSSER bas the honar of heing

the oldest settler now living in Washington

Townslup, Poweshick Ceunty, having bere
He has been a wit-

ness of the development of this loeality, and was
one of the furymen in the first court ever held in
the county, which convened ina log house,  Start-

”

Ing with a team, wagou aird 450 Ir cash when he

came here for his sole resources. Le has heen very

successful and Is numbered among the leading

favmers and stock-raisers of the townehip.

30, 1818,

Uuar subject was born in Fennsylvania, Aungust
His grandfather, who bore the same

Christian name, was a native of New England and

_of German descent.

He was a valiant soldier dur-

ing the struggles of the Colonists for Independ-
ence, and in later years drew a pension for his
servives duriug that stormy period in the history

of our country.

He was a farmer, a stanch Dem-

oerat, and a member of the Preshyterian Churely,
in the faith of which he died at the extrewe old

age of ninety-six,
given name was William, was o
winia., and was also an agrienlturist,

Our subject’s father, whose
native of Vi
I\'P.mo\'fng

from his native State to Pennsvlvania about the

3
year 1810, he there remained a few vears, thence

going to Richland County, Oliu, where Le

pur-

chased Government land aud elcared and devel-

oped a furm in the wilderness,

~ome years later

hie removed to Brown Coun tyv. Ind.. wihere he oper-

ated a farm for about five rears, after which he

seitiod in Morgan Counta, T In 1849 Le came
to this county, where he resided for o nuarter of g
1874, at
wihich time he was ninety-eicht years of age. In
this connection it is worthy

century.  His death ocenrred July 27,

uote that our sub-
Ject eames {rom an extremely long-lived family,
on botl the paternal and maternal sides. The [a-
rer was in active service during the War of 1812,
wias politically « Demoerat, and a member of the
Christian Cliurel.

ringa Cutle

His wife was before her mar-

L

Loatherine Dempsey, w nalive of Virginia,
who was left an orphan at a tender aye,  Ier an-
cestars were uatives of the Fmerald Isle. Ske
reared seven chiidren. af whom our suhjeet was
the third in order of birth, and at the tine of hep
death, in 1861, shie lad reachoed the age of eighty.
eight vears.

suied for seven
family. he went to Jasper County, Towa. making

Daniel D). Prosser was reared on bis father's

[arm and attended the pioneer log sehoolhouses of
Richland County, Ohio. which were constructed
with an open fireplace, slab henchies. greaged-paper
windows and other furnishings of pioneer days.
He began 1or hlmsell upon reaching his majority,
removed with tle family to Indiana, and was
there married on the 18th of June, 1840, to Miss
Matiida Jonkins, who was born in Morgan Town-
ship, Monongnbela County, Va., June 8, 1821, and
removed with ber parents when sixteen years of
age to Ripley County, Ind., and several years
later to Brown County, in the same State. She
became the mother of ten
whom are living, namely: Thomas J., Catherine,
Nancy, George, William, Daniel and Matilda.
Margaret and two infants unnamed are deceased.

children, seven of

For several yveurs after his marriage, Mr. Prosser

remained in Brown County, Ind., uwnd then made
a settlement in Morgan County, IlL, where he re-

vears. In April, 1848, with Lis
the journey in a wagon.  After residing there for
one season he mone to Lhis county. where he en-
tered Government land, A few Tndians were stil]
in this lecality, deer and wolves were plentiful,
and & few elks were sometimes scen.  Our subject
built 2 log cabin. and with zeal and undaunted
energy hegan the work of improving and develop-

L5
ing a fnron from the wilderness,  The nearest mitl

wam GaBeen wiles distant, on the Northund South
Shusk Rivers. 311 of the trading had to e doue
at Pella. twentv-two miles southwest of lus farm,

The farm helon ging 1o Mr. Prosser now com Drises
two bundred and twente acres of land. whieh he
has improved himself, He is engaged in general
‘arming, turning his ipecisl atiention to raising
stock and grain.  He has o neat frame residence
aind good barng and keeps his piace in o thrifey
and cureful manner, Thovsl formerty a Denio-
erat, he 15 now a member of the People s party.
For many vemrs he has seved ar Trustee of s
township, and has alwavs been promineutly iden-
tified with evervibing Pertaining to the good and
development of this county and ro the bettorment,
of his neighbors,



