RexB P|tman 79

" Rex B Pmnan ‘79 of MonteZuma, dled

'+ Wednésday, February 18,1998 at lowa .
" Methodist Médlcal Center in Des

Moines. - S
Iy Funeral semces were Febmary 22 at

Watts Funeral Home in Montezuma The -
- Rev.Dr. GeorgeM Salnave of FnrstPres- ‘
- bytenan Church of Montezuma off ici-

cocated.
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Mrs, Rhonda Mlnner sang Amaz:ng

~ Grace,” “He ‘Grew The Tree” and “The -
. Old Lampllghter ’Accompanym g her on

the organ was Mrs. Kathleen Ramscy.
Casket bearérs were ‘Scott Pltman

. Shaun Pitman, CJ. Fry,Joe Steele Mlke

. Fry, Chris Fry, Ed Evans and Greg Steele.
Honorary casket beaters ‘were Donald

- McKée, Roy Baird, RD Rosenbuerg,

i Raymoria Jo‘l”’ul"soh“"*'.Frahk?Bryan Claire
Simmons,;: Bill Gou‘ﬂy and Manon
Johnson C
Mrlntary graves1de ntes were per—
fonned by members of Blalrley-Stevens
[eglon Post No'. 169 and VFW_ Post No. .
8876 ; i

: ‘ Montezuma was the place of interment.
. Rex was bomm September 28,1918 on

- afaméast of Monteznma, the son of Joe

L. and Hazel (Blakely) Pitmas. TIc" gradu—

ated from Bamnes City. High School i in
1937 and attended Iowa State College in
"Ames for three years, i -

He enlisted in the Air Force in Octo-
ber 1941. He left Des Momes inj anuary

- 1942 for Cahfomla as an avxauon cadet.

He received his’ primary tramlng at Santa
‘Maria, h:s basic at Lemore and his ad—
vanced at Stockion.

After graduatmg, he’ went ‘to Wwill
Rogers Field in Oklahoma City, Okla-

homa. There, he and his high school
classmate, Evelyn Dee: were married on

August 12, 1942 at the Methodist Church.
After ashort time, he went to Barksdale

_in lndl;ma

Jackson “Township Cemetery ‘g He'y

Fleld to tram ul B 265? From there he
went to Offur. Fleld plcked up a new B-
+26 and then went on 10 the Bauer Fleld

. Rex’ took the southem route to Afnca, ¢
where he comp]eted 47 mlssmns efure -
, rotating baclc to Lhe statcs in :October
1943, He was asngned to Barksdale asa
1li ghl mstructor, u'amlng crews: in the B-
26. 2 e

There he changed t0B-29 trammg and
mslructed crew Lrammg umll the end of
- 'the war."

-Rex later jomed the Feny c0rnmand
ferrymg war- “weary B-295 He 'spent a -
~-short timte in the 47th BG flying A-26s
before going to Japan where conditions
~'were such that he: dec1ded 10 return to the /
famlly'” s _ .

* Captain’ Pltman _ honorably 18-
charged asa pllot 951h Bomber Squad
lnAugust 1949 ‘ ) -

TA fnrmcr most "ol hls‘llfe, he and f'
Evelyn raused lhree sons and one daugh- |
fer e

._r: bt

f the :Blakley-
Steven American Legxon Post No. 169,
VFW Post No."8876;"17th Bomber'
Group and the Farm’ Bureau. L
He was preeeded in death by his par-
ents and a brother in

their famrly, Scotty Pitm
Clty. Mo _ ltman of
Tishommgo 'Okla, andy ‘ind Charles
Fry of Bames Cnty and JanMm and -
M snx‘grandchll-
dren, Shaun anan Scott Pj
Mlchael 1 Fry, Chnsto Fry, CJ. -
Fry and Evelyn Sue Pn:man one brother '
and his wife » Wayne and Shirley Pitman .
of Bames City and other relanves and i
many friends.- . : i
Memorials may be made to Amencan '

Cancer Research,



