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KINI]LY lIFE ENI]EIJ

Aft,er, ﬁtty—three years of useful h.fe
in Grinnell death claimed its own Fri--
day, Dec, 16th,:at 11 o'clogk p. m.,
when ‘the angél called and bere to the
home ; above the spirit of Mrs. 8. J.
Preston, who was but two mon

short vof e-gh{ty-ﬁve years ol age.

Ma.ry Augusta Lagrange, daughter of
' Joseph a.ni lﬂr fa range, was born
TNow HootTand HNewr Yo

ork, Feb. 23,

1837. © In 1851 she came west with
her pareunts, traveling west up the Erie
canal and Great Lakes and acrogs the
Iltineig prairie by covercd wagon and
team Jn true pioneer fashion. Here
her parents located on a farm near
Pleasant Valley, in Scott county, Towa.
Here she grew inte womanhood and on .
March 28, 1858, she was married to
Ea.muel Jackson Pregton, and made
er home on & lalin ln scott county
uver eleveu yeayrs. In 1809 Mr. and
Mrs. Preston and their children moved
to Grinnell, where they completed
ﬁfty-hve years of happy and devoted
ma.rned life, before Mr. ~Preston’s
death “in 1913. Four children were
born to them, Mary Alma who died in
infaney, and Mamie who died at the’
age of fifteen. Two survive, Mrs.
Carrie Preston Proctar of Han Rafael,

Calif., and Harry F.7 of Grigpell

Dunng Mr. Prestons long lfe in’
Grinnell he was recognized as one of
its sterlina citizens, a real hustler, en-
Lerprisiug, wide awahe and generous, a
man whose a,ld was sought in all local ‘
enterprises requiring publie spirit, a
man who gave freely of time, money
and advice. He served long and faith-

fully on the city council and ‘was a .

Iea.dmg spirit in the growth of the
city,. In-all activities for town -and
commumty e tecelved loyal support :
from hisloyal and loving wife.: . -]
‘In 1882, during the pastorate of Rev 1
J M. Sturtevant, Mrs. Preston united
with the” Congregationa'l ‘church and *
continued loyally in, its fellowship
until her death: Since her husband's
death her home has heen with.her son,:
Harry, who with his true hearted wife, :
has domne all to  make her closing,‘
vears nea.ceful and happy ones. Her
death - came -almost . unannounced,.

peaéefully . and mthout pai'n F‘ridayr1

eveningz. i

“Nptwith&tanding the quiet beauty of | ‘
fieT privath 1ife, Mrs, Preston possessed
a strﬁpgf;ﬁeterrnma.ﬂon to be useml—'_l
and fiot & burden to others, this'¢har-
actéristic being shown even to the hour
of her death. .Tho she felt a weaken-~"'
ing on the afternoon of the day of .
her death she steadfastly refused to,
go to her bed until the usual tin time, -
fearing she would become a burdeu.
and so passed to her rest with her
mind clear and ker will and devotion
strong,
| “Of three brothers and a’ sister, two
brothers survive her, Will La,gra.nge of
Canon City, Colo, and Charles La-
gTange, of Imltzmdpalls Ind., the sis-
ter, Mrs., J. W. Oldg, and a brother,
.Tames having passed on. Besides
her chiidren, Carrie and Harry, there
are living four grandchildren. Mrs.
Grant Ramsey of Grinnell, Mrs. Helen
Proctor Rust of Ft Dodge Mrs. Alma
Proctor Knapp of Santa Rosa, Calif.,
and Paul Proctor of Davenport. There :
are aleo thres groat-grendchildren,
Fredenc, John and Elizabeth Ramsey.
‘Funeral services were held at the
home "Sunday afternoon, conducted by
her pastor, Rev. B. W. Cross, who
spoke Kindiy and lovingly of the char-
acter of the deceased woman. Her
grandson, Paul Proctor, sang with his
well-known beautiful voice Cardinal
Newman's great hymn, *Lead, Kindly ||
Light” Bearers were J. P. Sk:lnner
Jonas A. Anderson, Geo. H. Hamlin,
W. C. Raybumn, 8. I Pooley 'and Roy'
Bates.
Burial was by the side of her hu:s-!
hand in Hazelwood. i
Present at the funeral from out of
town were "Paul Proctor and wife of
Davenport, -and Mr. 'and Mrs. B R.
Rust oI Ft. Dodge. Her daughter,
Carrie Proctor, of San Rafael, has;
been in poor health for some time and
.18 now in a hospital at Berke]ey, Calif,
I The nassing of a pioneer is a thing
| to be noted with kindly thoughts and:
1 with reverent mind, and especially 151
:this true when the one who has gone| i
is one of noble.cast and high ideals.
| A kindly, modest lady, Mrs. Preston l.l‘d.s
'mevertheless woven a worthy. life into
1the history of our city and her ecirele’
‘of friends grew stronger in her affec-
ition from day to day. She retainea
o a remarkable degree the spirit of
her youth and the younger friends who
‘gathered at the home of her son and
his wife were her friends because she -
.eould join them in their spirit af huay-
ancy, hope and cheer. She retained her
membership to the Iast in the Rest and
Recreation club and edjoyed iis privi-
leges and cheer to the last. Her
great merit is shown by the Ipve she
retainel for her children and by the!
devotion they showed for her through—
out the lengthening years of her beau-!
tiful life. In her passing Grinnelt loses
2 worthy woman and her children,:
grandchildren and great- g[‘a'lldchlldretl
A true friend and mother.




