Virgil G. Preston, Pioneer Grinnell
Merchant Passes Away Sunday
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Vlrgll Glant Preston, dean of
the Grinneil bLusiness iraternity,’
died Sunday afternoon in a lo-
cal hospilal. His last . serious
illness had continued for a per-
iod of three weeks but for sev-,
eral vears he had been in re-
tirement as a resuit of failing.
health. He had passed his/
eighty-fifth birthday on Sept.’
29, and had spent almost his
entire lifetime in this commun-

ity.

Funeral Tuesday
Funeral services will be held
at 2 p.m. Tuesday at the Smith
funeral home in charge of Mr.
Preston’s pastor, Rev. Leland W. |
Mann af the Congregational
church. Interment will be in;

Hazelwood cemetery,

virgil G. Preston

Surviving  are. Mr. Preqtons
wife, two children, Selma (Mrs[
Carroll  Dickerson) ' of Des
Moines and Stanley Preston of
Grinnell, two grandchildren,®
James Preston Dickerson of San
Francisco, Calif.,, and Stanley
PDavis Picstion of Grinnell, a
twin sister, Mrs. Charles Rap-?

son of Los Angeles, Calif, and

iwo brothers, Frederick A. Pres-
ton of Saugus, Calif., and;
George W. Preston of Avoca, |

. vears has

Started Business in 1869

The connection of the Pres-
ton family with Grinnell busi-
ness began in 1869 when Virgil's:
father, Sylvester 5. Preston|
opened a genaal merchandise
store here. A native of Ver-
mont, the elder Preston had
given up a surveying job on the |
Mississippi river te enter the
business field. For a time he
combined his store activities
with farming.in  Jasper county
and on this farm Virgil Pres-
ton was born on September 29,
18690. He grew to manhood here
and attended Grinnell schools,
gradualing from Grinnell high
scheol, )

For a short time he was lo-
cated in Garner, where he man-
aged the clothing department in
a general store. In 18987, after
his father had retired from ac-
tive busiress, Virgil opened the
Preston clothing store in Grin-
nell, now occupied by the ‘San-
ders variety store, One year la-
ter the business was moved to
its present location at the north-
east corner of Fourth avenue
and Main srteet, which for
been familiarly
known as “the Preston corner.”

Qver the vears the business
prospered.  Mr.  Preston sold!
honest merchandise and his
genial personality altracted cus-
tomers.

Married 58 Years
On October 10, 1896, Virgil
G. Pireston was united in mar-
riage Wimw’ daugh-
ter of H. I. Davis, one of Grinf;
nelts  early pioneers and a
prominent and active citizen. |
Their happy wedded life was,
featured by their golden wed-y
ding in 1945, when friends by
the hundreds came to the Pres-
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- marked by
. terprise. He was.
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ton home to do them honor.
Stanley Preston, Virgil's son,
now continucs. the tradition of T
the Preston name. Stanley;

|

. started working full time in thel

store in 1927 and tcok over the'e
ownership in 1938 but his f:
father continued active in the f;
business and was in the siore h
every day to meet his friends f;
tntil his definite retivement mi
10432, ia
On School Board "h
V. G. Preston was a member, a
of the Congregational church’c
and of ihe Elks lodge. For many: ¢
vears he was an active merm-
ber of the Krights of Pytbms‘
For a number of years he was .
a mamher of the Grinnell school. g
board and served one year as g
its president. He also has come;
down to fame as a member of;
the, state championship E W
Clark hose team. !
His long business career was .
integrity ~and- en-y
a man who!

"nade iriends readily and he}di

‘them and his
‘one of the links which united

passing removes,

the Grinnell of today with the{tcl
past. ’ :t}-
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