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Lersonal  Receollections by
Mrs H. B MeMureay

SE3 L
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W. 3. Ray was known among
“lhe ulder residents df Brooklyn in
two ways the best. One was for his

i political activities in the earlier,
_days and the other for his work:
.in the county institutes. Charles.
Chapman, the Talbotts, U, M.

Reed, M. L. Gordon and many
others can ail testify to his aclivi-
tics in the cause of Republican-

ism in the county, state and na-,

tion in the earlicr days. A loyalty
which he retained practically to
his death

Mis. Charles Gay of Harlwick,
tire fate s, J. W. Frizzell and
Mra. }. F. Breniman were among

his nstitiute pptis] THEFe aie olh-
ern, Loe, whose nnnes e alippand
our ndnd hol awha, neverthehes,
have frequently  mentinned  his
outglanding work uas w teacher in
the eariy institutes.

Unlil the election of 1932 he was
probably more closely in talluly
willy the poiitics in  ihis cmmtyi
than any other person. His fall-
ing health in 1921 practically c]im-!
inaled him from further activity
dWn the lora] campaign. tic pmnab-}
‘ty understood the county wvrganizi- i
tion of povernment as well :uqi
anyone else, Through his v:u'i(m:‘i
todge activities, b work ol \l.'x‘ﬂw
ing up meetingy avel conventions |
in Lthe county, he had a very wide
acqguaintance.

He did net wail inomaking  up
hig mind on a question tu see the
popilar side o the probable win-
ning side.  He awade up his mind
regardiess al was qnite as likely
to forsake the popalar hue sl
cry as to e with it and with his
mimd once made  up he did not
waver from his purpose. He conll
e depended wpon Lo the last de-
gree to do as he said he would and
to take the stamd he might prow-
ise lo take on any issue and no
forces were ever slrong cnough Lo
“pause him to forsuke a principle
or o promise. He owas ever Usold
out” to anvone sl never bougin
his husiness.

As long as he was vigorous and
a real power, not only in his own
affice, bul in the community in
whicht he tived, no one could veal-
ize Lhat ene of his dJdominant per-
somnality snd ostrone character
could ever il But e Jdid, s does
cveryone clse. aind, althomgh  Lhe
attitude of olhers  toward  hin
perhaps changed, ss far as e him-
self was concerned he was never
beaten.  Poor health  with much
suffering and affliction  to  both.

body and mind assailed  him, the

depréssion hit his business  aml
his other investments, one  son
seriousty ill, ancther was helpless
and, dependent, but he noevor gave
up. He ncver talked of trouble ov
gepression. He refused lo recog-:
nize hoth his own physical weak-’
ness vr any of his other troubles.

These matters were never  dis-

cussed by him or veferred to in

any way. o
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vol Dix determination Lo du it The:
Ssignntures aoe clear and plain ol
Dinmistakable, and closely resem-
Chle the signiture which he bl
sivned Lo hondeeds of doeas

for vels.

cnily

Miss Nonao Adkins, one of i
Semployees, began some ten years
alo to oamake a seran hoolk aof his
sarticles. she went back inte the
files of The Heralhi and eollecied
miany and they have been carerul- |
Il:,' presorved. Not one of thoese ar
::iulvs is aboul himself.  They :11‘-:5
;i‘x‘JO':L local  problems,  national -
probiems, old lime stories andi
Yevents -nol one word about him-
lsclf. even when he was made Mas-
ler IZditor.

! 1L probably never occurred to
him to write about  himsclf. e
was much too buay and not in the
Jleast concerned  about  himsclf.
Netther was  he too much  con-
cerned aboul his neighbors and
friends. Tie ouce said, “Surely we
have a4 nice neighborhoml. We all
mind our own business.” Anotlier
expuession,  meaning  the  same
thing, which he often used when
anyone waa commenting on gome-
one's belavior or acting of which
le o she dud nor approve: “yWhat's
it o me?  It's nol any funeral”

How mauy times we have heard

him say that. And now. il was

his  funeral Salupday ulﬁl how
strange it scems! ( daughter }

tven thc.
any of hig
Lhe fight
Cunceding '



whirly pengine love  is  eapable
tireader than Uae podi, U sorrow,
the  loncliness, the death ol Lhe
rross ol Golgolha was our Lord's
confidenen in Lhe love of his Iva-
ther. Some say that the genu-
ine grealness of w father’s love is
reveided only wlhien his child is in
arealesl need. In iike manner
the greatness of God's Jove was
reveaded o A cross  jusl oulside
Where the night is
darkest Lhe light shines brightest.

May your confidnce in His love

Jerusalenmn.

Jlighten the deepest shadow, uphold

still waters or
teepest valleys.”

you Beside  Lhe
through the

Comments of -
lowa Editors On™
The Late W. G. Ray

WAS

FORTHRIGHT EDITOR
W. G. RAY
ald 2-4-36

Iowa. newspdpcldom loses  an-
olher velerain cditor in the death
L of W, &. Ray, whose publishing
| carcer began with purchasc of an’
interest in The Grinnell Herald 45
years ago. He and his younger sia- |
tor came to Iowsa from New York
lin 1875. Together 'they worked
their way through college, being
graduated from Grinuell in 1882.
The origin of the W. G. Ray per-
sonality i no doubt to be read in
these carly days of hardship and
gelf-help in a state which was justl
cmerging from tho pioneer stage.
They molded him as & rugged con-
scrvative, an editor who spoke his

mind without fear or favor.
With the readers of his newspa-

pers, there wag never any guess-

on the issues of the Jay.—The Des
'Moincs Itegister.

G. RAY PASSES

The doath of W. (3. Ray, publish-
cr of The Grinnell Herald, removes
jone of the oldest and prominent
'citizens of Grinnell and among the
prominent publishers of the state

A3 a citizen he had been honored
' by his home city and as a publish-
;er by the presidency of the Iowd
'Preas Association and citation as a
‘master editor and publisher. Of

luter vears and because of the in-:

firmities of age Mr. Ray had not
as Ifurmerly been active in politics
and as publisher. Yet his was o
name held in high respect at home

work ag to where W. G. Ray stood |

and in the state.
Pernaps his lust public appear-
‘ance was in attendance at a mect-

i ing of south Iowa group of publish-:
ers heid recently at Newton. He’

gave evidence of his 78 years and
of illness there which predicated
i the end, which came Thursday: At
‘that assemblage he was an hon-
ored guest among a coterie of pub-'
lishers and editors to whom he was
a landmark in the ficld of Towa
publishers and editorship.

An able man, of strong convic-
tions and with willingness and fa-

hield convictions snd sided with hia
bellers and with those  wha el
shilar convictions,

Scventy-cight is a ripe old age
following a life of activily In cill-
zenship, pelitics and business. The
lime comes to rest. Resquicscat in

pace.—Timesa-Republican,  Mar-
ahalltown.
W. (. RAY DID A GOOI JOB

One of the finest friends and
‘neighbers whom we enjoyed in our
. years here in Newton in the news-
‘paper business wasd W. G. Ray. a
;master Iowa publisher and  for-
imer president  of the lowa I'ress
|Assoczatmn who died last. week
~after serving well pasl  a Lhree
~score and ten of aclive, canscien-
Llivus and constructive living.

We knew that Mr. Ray had been
in failing health for some time. At;
the meeting of central Towa press’
association papers - in  Newton!
some weeks ago, he made a spe-
cial effort to attend with us and

to take part in the *“shop talk”
Jdiscusaions. It was plainly visible
that his health had faildd him
{ considerably. But it did our hearts
igood and we know that it did the
thearts of the press assgciation
imembers there good to see this
(fine old pioneer of central Towa
_;oumal)sm lend his supporf and
Ccounsel to our meeting,
|  W. @ Ray wa3g held in high es-
teem by his associates of the.
fourth estate, by his neighbors in
Grinnell and by his friends
| threwzghont Towa He was firm in
i his convictions and he fought for .
" those things which he thought!
would promote the.best interests
of his community and his state.
:Mr. Ray was a builder of the old ]
school, He believed in firm, sound
foundations. He believed that the
newspaper had o responaibility to
its community and he strove to
fulfill it. Those living with him
and around him will agree that he/|
did [ill it—in fine fashion and to’
the credit of all. '

Newton has lost a flne neigh-!
bor and Iowa a fine fellow work-;
er.—The Newton Daily News. :




A memorial issue of thae Herald wss
published by the Herald staff on

| Grinnell. Every one who has t
| genuinely historical instinct

and

hat. oo

ana

cammunity

| largely coincided.

Ly beging and the mun leavos
In the case of Mr. Ray il
may be said that the two entities

ey

I am sure that

W. G. RAY

“It is fitting that all loyal Grin-

|
January 31, 1336. Unfortunately, no ! jeilians should pausc to pay trib-
copy oveilable for this Bask. Tr- e i with s s
‘ay died January 30, 1936. niunity. He was not merely typical
R of what we like to think makes o
horn, R. J. Breckentideg, T L.j sood cilizen of this community
: v Nelf, Mr. and Mrs.  Simpson, e was all of that and, it seems
SeerceS Murrison, Miss Dona  Lawson, Lo me, very much more.  In a p
Lawrence Kinnumon and Miss culiar way he became a pavt of
Held FOI’ Hildegarde Heitsman of Brooklyn.| hor life,
Members of ‘The Herald force Wateh the panorama of his life
(;B “Li;\'““" o b""y'l e i as il weaves a distinet pattern
- g piness jouses closed from 2 among the institutions and affais
Herald 2- 936 to 2:30 v'cloek oul of “respect to o i Little wity. Hi nover consid-
Koy, Robert Jugls Brings Tribute  this good friend of Grinnell. cred himself an wld timer or an
Full of Beauty and The Herald feels that it is meot- ‘carly seltler” here, bul for thoss
to Funerat Saturday ing lhe wishes of many friends of us whose participation in seti-
- and is glad of the opportunily Lo ous mattels is  limited to the
A ibute full of beanly awl  publish in full the sympathetic wentioth centnry he i fded o
sympathy was brought by Rev. and very suitable remarks of Rev. Link which binds us to the sves:
Robert lnglis to the funeral serv-  Mr. Inglis, which arc as follows part of which we are heirs. Thut |
ices for W. ¢ Ray. held at the impression is given. al least pait
homie on High street Saturday aft- Ly, because of his prodigious mem-
arnoon. ory and his extraordinary ineiest
Although Lhe day was cold & in the events aml persons of those
large number of friends were pres- early days. When this community.
ent to attend the simpic bul im- With all others, was in the niids
pressive services. of the liquor struggle of thrc
A male quartel (rom  Grinnell vears ago T recall a conversalio
college sang Lwo beautiful selec- with ! Mr. Ray in which he out
“Lrogsing the Bar” and a finad. in great delail, the develop
jovely musical selling of Steven- ment of the movement Lo outlan
sun'e “Iisquiom’. Tho quariet waq i Teuor BeaiTic in ow 1
composed of 1Y Walter Huffman, ther imagine (hat the “seerot of
hester Willimmus, Richard Kuncl his phenomenal mewmory fogard-
Wl DB, :k ing such matters is fourd iu
Pail bearers, us aunounced i the fact that he bas been @ vitul
last iriday's Herald, were as fol- participant  in - the {“‘f’“»"‘»"\“
Jows: honorary pailbearcrs, G. H movement and all other commui
Hamlin, Senator H. W. Spaulding. ity affairs. He had such & o
$. . Pooley, C. K. Needhani, V. Gy markable knowledge of persons i
, 5 tha carly days because he had
Preston, Presivent John $. Nollen, o e iys bosause e e
Judge D W. Haniilton and Profes- shared cxperience e o
sor H. W. Norris; ‘aclive bearers, serap ooks ;m ull. .u 2 .
David Sutheriand of Montezuma, gicich af | ersdnal., Feoggnition of
i, hanself, not even the report Lhat
Carl K. Child, Paul P. Meyers, i ; et Mastor
A. M. Burton, Mayor B. N. Whit- e had begn’ designated
aker and R. ¥. Nuckoils. Editor by his fellow edilors, ot}
which he must have been proud.
Burial wus in Hazelwoo. as were all of us,—but his scrap
A least a parlial list of thos> books are full of the life of the |
present from out of town includes: people of this community. In a|
Professor ¥, I Herriott and Mrs, sense he has been the historian of |
Austin Haines of Des Moines his town, He may not have come
(Mrs. Herriott, Mrs. Ray's sister, Lo Grinnell until 1875 but ho was
Was uuaple o pe presvni vevuusy so wilerested 1n the tounding and
‘of ilness|, Don McMurray of Des carly growth of our city that his
Moines, C. M. Richards of Toledo, stories of those days have the au-
fowa, David Sutherland and Clyde thentic ring of a founding father.
McFarlin of Montezuma. Mr. and It his own knowledge of  (hose
Mrs. Frank Talbott, Mrs. Lol days was not complete he at least
Landes, Mrs. J. A. Barnes, Mrs. became the:agent of all those who
. g, Gohults, Boss Evamer, Pav bl poane Al (o, vish e
Bramer, Willion  Kary,  William | material stored in their memories.
mith, W. B. Quegg, Floyd Eich- He beeame the repository of com-
munily history. Through him a
greal tradilion has been preserved
ccause he was so profoundly in-
Lerested in whal he himself called
‘the developinent of the cominun-
ity," because he was so deeply en-
grossed in a recollection of per-
sons and ¢vents he became to us
e ot et mnabhas Trinmallion

made during his college d
the affection he had formed for
the town were a strong influence
in pulling him back to this place

18 h has been his home

passion secks to discover (e real : . s we
}xl]w e e 8l | Wnis is the time and the piace for ~ S¥e winee. The people we have
aning of w particular time or feo S T G L iy of et i intelligence and th thrift
m e or person, awd in so doing . & i ity ol AR
{ horns, the sb and  Lhe  simplicity of manner
\ o . or the shooting of cannon 3
iduntifies himsclf with it It is in which has marked them, have
s ettt 1 L Ibut quite simply Lo say, Thank pich has  w m,
. espect that M Ry and [l Sade them, to the writer, typical
Grinmall from the March day + friends he would know. z
B B W iat his Tove for s Lown wag | 0F 1B Driends e wonld Jnow wid
e o pole on 2 L swcere is in evidence m  neard B given to Uk pless the S
less very day are - . arly s Cer which has mudv it for him
sdentified ur minds every line he wrote. The descrip- | "
identified in our minds, " | a toved home'. Those gualitics of
" . |tion of the old landmarks, the |
here iy anothe ¥ i owhich | . L intetligence, Lhvilt  and imdnstey.
Ry 8 o i naming of distinguished names, | R :
Mro Ray is Grinnell.  This town \even the rocollent | which were Lhe basis of his vwn
Bad 2000 inbabitanis when he  SFPR Bl TS Senol Of mud i osopiy of life, are, naturaily
came hers bul one has the hmpres- ;and o Doard s ewalks, cyclones | snough. the standavds by which he
sion that the only teason that he | ires, all reveal a genuine re-| | S0 T Leconalities of oth-
s et e oo o3 15 irin | | B3R Lines like these ave found | !
nell was Lhe uscldent of biyth, | | 3MONg his reminiscences:  ‘The | . N " .
IR ter . N T side s character not re-
Certain il is thal [rom 1875 to | Writer has watched this commun o s U[N m]‘, " Lfi ¢ or his
1656 thote mave been very few | ILY STew for fifty vears (this was caled in his putlic servie: or his
enthusiasm for istor comes oul
wen who bhave even approached | “’:’““““ in 1023). He always found; - Sttt syeitten At the Lime
the earnesiness ikl the viviety it a place where people meet upo“‘ inan editor i y
o bis paclicipation in our com- i€ level. Coming here as a mere|  of the death of his siater. MMrs.
o TieHe started out as 4 hired lad on the farm he found a A. L. Ames, the sister with whom
Bived mn on @ farm west or  covdial welcome from the people e came west on his gral adven-
town, Do wae & stwleal o the Of te city whom he met, ... Jr| lwe CNine years she and T lived
. was a £ . . vgether in the fome, compaaiou-
sondemy  and the  coliege, wes the lot of the writer to spend together ir t t

e
taanght o rural d
| abernee
o ipetinlendent
schools, he continued as member
sl secrecary of U buaid of edus

schiool, aiter ol
toto drinnell

retues

n
ot

recole

cation. he tepresented the county
in the legislalure. he was post-
master, he was chairman of the
county republican committee, he

was councilman, he was mayor at
(he time of the celebration of Lhe
73th anniversary of the founding
of Grinnell. he was a member of
Phi Beta Kappa, e was a lrustee

of the college Sunday

I e taught

" 5

senool clisi, ajy

an editor of this
community for 48 years culminat-

ing in the receipt of the honor of

W newspaper i

Master Editor from the lowa
Press association These are the
high spols. but only the high

spots. of a distinguished life de-
voled to this community. After a
man's life gets so entangled in the

a few vears in school work outside

1|

|
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abic, loving cach other with a real
childhood lo¥e. . . . From 1865 uns
(il her marriage, February 1, 18,
she waz my compavion. W<
played together at home, sbidicd
together and came west together.
We studicd  Logelher in  college
and graduated together and atl as-
sociations were of Lhe  sincerost,
loving kind.  Alwavs. until her
marrage and she had a home of
e own, we s together when
ever opporluni Onr
soviation Kkevnly delightiml,
In many things she surpa o
was 4 harder working
dent. She seemed always (o be
tiveless and was able to win fa
vors when I might have failed.’
It was this side of his character
that hig home folks lnew aml wis
yevealed in his care for Bobby

we:

5

¥ offerel

was
il

s

She

“At the end of 5o vigorous urnd
useful a life these words of Hen-
are appropriate
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W. G. Ray, Senior .Editor of The Herald,
.Reache-s Close Of Useful Life Thursday
Morning — Funeral At Home at
2;00 . M.I Saturday.

The sirong hand which for so
many years has been at the helm
of The Grinnell Herald and of so
many worthy projects in Grinneil
was stilled by death Thursday
morning when Honorable W. G.
Ray quietly slept his way across
the border line which separates
thig life from the other shore. So
quiet was his passing that those
at his bedside could hardly tell

that the last faint spark had fled.:

Death occurrcd at §:20 o'clock in
the morning after a sudden re-
lapse which had heen noled a few

"hours hefore, at 4:30 o'clock.

Mr. Ray nhag been in high splr-
its when bhe left The Herald office
on the afternoon of Saturday, Jan.
18, to take a business drive to To-
iedo. He never returned t¢ the gpot
about which hig life activities had
s gely centered. On Sunday
a‘oon he

en to the Community hospital,
where, after he had rested quietly
for a few days, the decline hegan
which resulted in his death.
Funeral services will be held Sat-
urday at 2 o'clock from the home
at 821 High street, conducted by
Rev. Robert Inglis. Burial will be
in Hazelwood cemetery.
" Honorary pallbearers will be G.
1i. Hamiln, Scnater H. W. Spaul-
ding, 8. J. Pooley, C. K. Needham,

Y. (3. Preston, President John 8.

Nollen, Judge D. W. Hamilton and
Professor
pallbearers will be David Suther”
land of Montezuma, Carl ¥, Child,
Paul P. Meyers, A. M. Burlon,
Mayor B. N. Whitaker and R. F.
Nuckolls, ’

I™ich., Feh.

underwent a heart,
attack and on Monday he was tak-

H., W, Norris. Active’

Mr. Ray's son, Willard, will be|
unable Lo attend the funersl on ac-
g}y_lt of illness. '

W. G. Ray was born in Hope,
1%, 1857. He would
have heen 79 years old on the
nineteenth of next month. He was
of Orin L. and Harrict
Shaw Ray. When he was three
years of age his mother died when
his sister, the late Harriet Ray|
Ames, was horn. At the death Uf!

rs. Ray her father, Col. Enos '

aw of Madrid, St. Lawrence
tcounty, New York, came to Hast-,
ings, Mich., where the tamily then
lived and took the four older’
muolheriess  children home with
him, so that Mr. Ray's earliest
memories centered about northern
New York state and the little red
brick school house which he at-
tended and about which his mem-
ory lingered lovingly his whole Iife
{long.

‘When he was 17 years old, he
|and his sister Harriet, who had
"been brought hack to New York
‘state when she was five years old,
|came to Towa to make their home
with Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Willard,
Mrs. Willard having been a sister
of their mother., It was a venture-
some trip to the boy and girl from
rural New York and the methods
of travel were primitive, but they
arrived safely and when Mr. Ray'
reached Grinnell his roots struck
deep. He had reached his perma-

the gon

nent abiding place. He and his
sister found a congenial huine ol
refinement and high thinking with
Mr. ard Mrs, Willard, They at-
tended the Grinnell Academy and
later Grinnell College, from which
they graduated together in the
cyclone class of 1882, FProbably
Mr. Ray knew more about that
bitter day in Grinnell's history
‘than anyocne else and his accounts
of it, which have appeared in the
‘columns of The Herald., have heen
!of undisputed historical worth and
form a record of authentic know!-
edge, which will be of great value
in days to come.

During his college course he

W. G. RAY
As he appeared in early man-
hood. Thig picture was taken when
he was a member of the Towa Leg-
islature, - .o e -

4 b.-."..‘

‘helped to finance himself by teach-
ring several terms in rural schools
| of the county and leid the founda-
jtions of the wide acguaintance
which he later enjoyed.



W. G. Ray. for max
and publisher of the Grinnell

edile

for something like
this
Funeral

awa;

o'clotk.

neen at 2:00 o'clock,

the Rev. Robert Inglis,

requ
M

no Tiowers.

treatment.
to be improving, then
weaker.
the Jast 24 hours. In
he submitted to a
operation from which,

covery. He had been

otfice almost daily, transacting busi-
On Saturday prior to
going to the hospital on Monday, he
made a business trip to Toledo in his

ness as usnal.

xty years, passed
morning
services will be
held at the residence Saturday after-

. Ray entered the hospital ten
ago for a few days rest and
For a time he seemed

failing very rapidly during

age, he made o remarkable re-

years seniot
nt of Grinnell

about  9:30

conducted by
The family

seem to grow
October, 1931,
very serious

for a man of

at the Herald

lived a usefu! life.
less worker—a good fighter for the
cause he espous
Grinnell,
general, and had a major part in the
upbuilding of the city and the entire
community.
tuy he was associated with the
Grinnell Herald in one capacity or
wnowier, wud i Listury uf Guinmell
as shown Dby the files of the Grin-
nell Herald, is W, G. Ray's life his-
tory—the greater portion of it writ-
ten by W. G. Ray before the days of
Lypewriters.

Not enly do the files of the Herald
contain a record of his own work

appointments and
them are recorded with pride the

GRINNELL AND POWESHIE
COUNTY LOSES PROMINENT,
USEFUL, RESPECTED CITIZEN

Hon. W. G. Ray, Well Known Editor and Pub-
lisher Dies at Local Hospital at 9:30
O’clock This Morning.

G-H
S 36, 1736.

He was a tire-

He was loyal to
and to his community in

For almost half a cen-

achievements -—his own  dis-
sorrows—but in

in them are recorded the hirth, the
growth and attainments of his own
and his neighbor's children; the en-

of his

He was
energetic to the last.

car.

Born in Hastings, Mich.. Feb. 19,
1857, Mr. Ray spent a part of his

youth in northern New
to Grinnell in 1875,
the

“cyclone”  class,

He was grad-
uated from Grinnell college in 1882,

, active and

York, coming

and in later

He was a brilliant student ang
vras active in college, political and

newspaper actlvities. When the
Bela Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa,
honorary  scholastic  fraternity,

was formed in Grinnell Colleg:
his was one of the [first aiumni
names added to the list and during
his days of health he was a posi-
tive influence in the affairs of the

After grad rom _coliego

o position which hu w
five years. Here also his genius for

ip for the
friends whom he made there re-
mained  friends his whole life
through

He was summoned from his di-
ties in Panora in 1887 when ho
was called back to Grinnell to be-
come Superintendent of schools, a
position in which he coatinued
Rappily until 1889, when he hecame
associated with The Grinnell Her-
ald as junior partner with Dr. S.
A. Cravath, at that time its editor.

Mr. Tay's potiud an supuriiiens
dent of schools was one of the hap-
py times in his busy life. He was
genuinely interested in his tu-
dents and followed their course
after gradualion with unfailing

jinterest. Many people still living
|in Grinnell remember going to

1
|
| (Continued on page 3)

times—and inevitably the heartaches
that are the price of loving and of

the w the happy

— t

years served as 2 member of the
oard of frustees of that institution.!
On August 18, 1895 he was married
to Sarah Flaines, daughter of Mr.
and_ Mrs. Robert M. Haines, out- 1
standing pioneers of this community.
To Mr. and Mrs. Ray were born two
sons and one daughter, Willard H.{
Ray of Norfolk, Va., Mrs. Arthur‘
McMurray of Brooklyn, Tow, xmvrl‘\
Rovert Ray of Grinnell, Besides his
widow and three children, six grand-
children survive him.  They are,
Roherta. Joan and Sally Ray, child-!
ren of Willard Ray; Doris, George,
Ray and Avthur McMurray, Jr. H
nir. Ray had served this community |
in many capacities. From 1887 to!
1859 he was superintendent of
schools, from 1004 to 1912 he was
Postmaster.  From 1925 to 1931
erved this city as Mayor. He has
heen a menmber cf the Grinnell schoal
Foard since 1889, retaining the tile,
of secrotary of the board at the time,
of Tis death, although he had been
inactive for the past four years. He,
also represented this county in the.
state legislature for two terms.
his many activities Mr.

the honor of being named by that
body as one of Towa's Master Editora.
He was also elected president of the
Towa League of Municipalities while
corving Grinnell as Mayor. He was
+ momber of Congregational
Ghureh, of the Masonic lodge and
Consistory, of the I O. O. F., Knights
of Pythias, the Kiwanis Club and the
Fortnightly club, and perhaps some
other local organizations.

W. G. Ray was & good citizen and



