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FROM NORWAY
AT AGE OF 12

Served Grinnell as Con-
tractor For More

Thaﬁ 6_0_ Years.

one of this

¢ George Sampson,
. community’s most highly respect-

cd ‘citizens for more than three
score. years, passed away at the
Community hospital’  'Tuesday
morning at the age of 92 vears,
one’ month and 27 days., S

For oyer .60 years he serve
Grinnell -as  a  contractor and
dozens upon dozens of homes and
other structures stand today as
monuments to his business in-
tegrity and acumen. :

Funeral services will be held at
2:30 p. m. tomorrow  at - the
Methodist church, with Rev. C. D.
Lioose, the minister, in charge,
Members of the Masonic " lodge,
of which he was a member for
58 years, will conduct the Masonic
funeral ceremony at the church,
Burial will be at Hazelwood ceme-
tery.

Tribute Paid .

Prof. L. F. Parker, in his "His-
tory of Poweskiek County” pub-
lished in 1911, paid high tribute
to Mr. Swiupson with the followe
ing summary of hig career up to
that date: .

———

the

-

“The possibilities_‘under
favoring inflnences of the
public for ambitious and deserving
young men from foreign lands
are clearly illustrated in the
career of George Sampson, nhow
a Jeading contractor of Grinnell.
“Coming to thi§ country as a
young ‘man,’ he started at the

{very foundation by learnirnig the

language and gradually forged his
way through obstacles until he
became established In a perma-
nent - and. lucrative -businéss. It

. frequired pluck, zval und unswerv-

ing perserverance, but he wag
liberally endowed with all of these
necessary qualities.

Highly Respected
“He iz today one of the sub-
stantial and successful citizens of
Poweshiek county.” His life may
be truly designated as aot.ive‘ and
useful and in all his ~business
transactions he has been entirely
aonorable and trustworthy. H_e
possesses the esteem and confi-
lence of all with whom his rela-
tions, socially or in business, have
orought him . in contact.”

Born in Skein, Norway on
Nov. 5, 1849, the son of Sigrid
snd Anna Sampson, George had
ittle opportinity to obtain_ an
sducation. His father, a miner,
Jied when George was rour and
the latter was early set at work
aerding cows.

His mother came to this coun-
ry in 1867 and two years later,
xhen he was 12, George crossed
and joined her at Spring Valley,
Minn. He farmed for two years
aind in 1871 made the acquaintance
of William Robverts, a contraf:tor
at Mankato, Minn.,, and decided
to learn the mason's trade. In
1872 he became a contractor at
3pring Valley and in 1876 enter-

{Continued on Page 8.)
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; J George Sampson
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‘fell and broke his
that time on he was bedfast and
confined at the hospital. His death
was attributed mainly to old age!

Died on Tuesday
At thé Age of 92

(Coatinued from Page 1)

i
ed the same
Giinnell.

! For scveral months

'gated the possibilities of opera- |
ftmg 4s a contractor at Omaha,
}\hut retnrned te Grinnell iy 1877

usiness here ip

he investi-

to establish hig business  here
pbermanently, On Nov. 15, 1876 he
‘was married to Mg‘%' Jane -Stowe
+of Grinnell. His mother died dur-
ing the same year. :
i George and Mrs.:Sa.mpson liv-
led a long and bhappy married
L ife. She died in. 1932, two years
after they had observed their 60th
wedding anniversary, Twao-children
were horn to th'em—vLewis, who
is still active 'as “a - contractdr
here; and .Cora, SMrs. - Samuel
Pogram, of Muskogee, Okda,,” who
died in 1936. S

Until 1937 Mr.. Sampson. work-
cd right along ‘with his son and
his assistants, but from ‘that -time |
until the fall*of 1940 he *“took
it easy” and ‘made. no - efforts to
continue an - active career.- How-
ever, even then he’ frequently | -
showed up on a job to help out
for several hours at a, time,

"Injured in Fali
A little over a year ‘ago he

hip, and from I ‘

Among the buildings in 'Grin-

nell for which he ‘was contractor

are the United Preshytarian
church, Cooper school, the ~ old
Grinnelt Herald building on Com-
mercial  street—next to Pawl's
Hatchery, the Chaffes “block on
Ccommercial, thé Beyer and Manly
and Gifford ‘blocks  on  Fourth
{avenue, “which - house ~ Large's

{Pharmacy and Schlue’s Clothing |,

store, respectively. ..
1 0. 0. F. Member
Besides his long period of af-
filiation with the Masonic lodge,
Mr  Sampson wasa member  of
the Odd Fellows for many years,
also. He was a member of the
Methodist church and a loyat
member of the Bob Coutts Sun-
day- school class. .
Francis Tomasek wiil give the
Masonic service at' the funeral
_ tomeorrow and brother Masons will
| Serve 8s pall bearers: Ross Coutts,
t F. F. Clindinin, Walter 7. Neely,
I Jay Swaney, W. 8, Smiley and
Homer Richardson. )
J Survivors, besides Lewis Samp-
son, include five grandchildren —
| Gerald Sampson and Mrs. Robert
Peak of Grinnel’l,.,L.ynn Sampson

| of Sioux City, and Ward and Ar-

lene Pegram of Muskogee, Okla.
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