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Curtis W, Sparks.

Lynnville Leader:; Curtis W, Sparks,
son of William P. Sparks and Angeling
1L Sparks, wna born in Jasper county,
Lowa, July 12, 1362, and Lis whole life
s been lived in the vicinity in which
he was born. On April 28, 1892, he was
united in marriage with Carrie, daugh-
Lev ol Mr. and Mrs. Kden Himnt, Hay-
ing no chitdren of their own, their
houme was opened to his nephew, Mill-
ard, who since he was three years ald
tins Been one with than,

At pne tinie Curtis W. Sparks was a
member of the Friends church, he has-
ing been converted in a series of meet-
ings held by Matilda Atkinson, about
fwengy-seven  years agoe. He was a
member of the Masonic and Qdd Fel-
low orders.

While we had known for a number
al days that he wag very zick, we wers
=hocked as a communily when we were
1old last Friday morning that €. W.
Sparks could live only a few hours.
It was my privilege to talk and pray
willh il a Ittle after 6 o'ctock that
ziorning, at which time he said he was
jtrusting in Jesus the best he knew how.
Again aubout 1 o'cloek I sat by his'side
and we talked; beckoning to Millard
he asked him to meet him in Heaven.
Then as calmly and deliberately as he
ever tatked of a transaction in busi-
ness, though his breathing was labor-
ed, he said: “I umsed to be in the
church, T'm not now; I always prided
myself on my morality and honesty,
but I've found that is not enough and
I've asked my Heavenly Father to for-
give me ami He has. I'm frusting in
Jesus”  Men, listen to me; if Curtis
W. Sparks, with his love for his orders,
hig devotion to their principles and
precepts, hie elean life yiorally and his
unswerving honesty found Christ a
necessity, can we hope to find peace
in the hour of death in anvihing other
than this same Christ? A little more
than three bours Ialer he said, CLirt
me up.” They raiged him, and in a'Tew
brict montents be was gone to meet his
(God, aged 52 yoars, 6 months, 27 days.
Always cheerful in home, patient and
uncomplaining in gickness and gufler-
ing 7. H. Doax,

®

I wish te add a tribute of respect ang
love to the memory of one g highly
esteqmpd anid whoeo place in Lhe €O
munHy will be hard to fil].

N 'f_l“he funeral was held from the
Friends church Monday at 2 o'clock
cpndncted by Rev. Odeli of Vioia, :asj
alsted by TRevs. Joan and Clements
The Odd Fellows, Masons, and Rehek:
ahs were bresent in bodies, ang the
Illciuse was packed full of relatives and
friends, these from ont af tewn being:
Jerry Sparks. of New Sharon; Mr, and
Mrs, C. € Tayvler and son Claude, of
Newton; Misses Qsie ang Melissa 'i‘uy-
lor, My, and Mrs. Black, W. p. Sparks
6f Crinnell; and Mr. van Gorkon Of,'
Pella, '

At the close of the zervices the Odd‘
I’ello}\'s and.Masonsg gave brief and f-
Lressive porticns of theip Ceremnnies.
The music repdered by the choir, o
solo by Mrs, Black of Grinnell, ant'l al
duet by Revs. Doun and Cdell, were]
nmost appropriate and excellent, Lape!
and i_’fennﬁful contributions gf [‘1(;\\-91?3
JJ_}’ friends far and near, indieated the:
high regard in which the deceasced was
held, )

'Mr. Sparks was one of a family of

33xteeiz culldren, and with the excep-.
tion of one whe died in infancy, he
was the first to he called. '

. Interment way in Woodland cpme-
cry,




