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MERLIN C. STOKER

Merlin Carl Stoker, son of
Charles and Ella Roth Stoker,
was born Nov. 16, 1918, in
Lincoln township, Poweshiek
county, lowa. He had spent
his entire life in this com-
munity, where he farmed, and
for the last four years had
| poen associated with the
Empire Oil Co.

A member of St. John’s Luth-
eran church in lowa county,
he had held numercus church
offices and was a member of
the board of elders and the
school board when the new
school building was built in
1954. ‘He had also served as
a member of the Guernsey
Cornsolidated schocl board,
following his graduation from
that school in 1934,

. < O i)
May 30, 1943, he ‘married’
Edna Burke. Four daugh-
| T6Ts; were -bQr’ '
f¥rom 1941710
ved ‘in the U. S. Army, at-
taining the rank of captain. |
He received manycitations for
service, including a silver
star, three bronze stars, three
purple hearts, the Presiden-
tial Unit citation, the combat
infantry rifleman’s hadge and
the French Croix de guerre,
for exceptional bravery under
fire. '
He was a member of Morri-;
son-Schrader post of the
American Legion at Dee€p
River. Members of the post
provided an  excort and
military rites atfuneral serv-
ices. '

Merlin lost his life in a:
boating accident Mg 5 _ at
Cameron Lake in tario,

~. | Canada, wherehehadgoneona

to*thé couple. |
1645 'he: ‘se]‘r-_‘.j
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" Surviving .besi

May 29, 1960

ishing trip with friends.™
des his wife |
are .three daughters, Mary

‘Ellen, a nurse inCear Rgpids;

Deborah Jean,”a studeént at
the University -of Northern
Iowa at Cedar Falls;and Edyth
Ann, a BGM High School
student; also his mother, Mrs.
Ella Stoker, anda sister, Mzs.
Jim (Milfred) Humphrey of Ot-
tumwa; and his grandmother,
Mrs. Mary Burke of Victor.

He was preceded in death
by his father and a daughter,
Virginia.

Funeral services were held
May 22 at 2 p.m. at St, John's ~
Lutheran church, and burial
was in the church cemertery.
The Rev. Edmond Weiss of-
ficiated. Mrs. Edward Bier-
baum was organist.

Casket bearers were Ken-
neth Schultz, Oscar Cordes,
Roy Meyer, Harlan Burke, -
Virtus Cordes and Melvin
Fruendt, In charge of flowers
were Mr, and Mrs. Raymond
Wille and Mr. and Mrs. Ervin
Koehn.
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Carl Stoker of rural Deep Ri-

ver were conducted by the
Rev. Edmond Weiss at St.
John’s Lutheran Church near
Victor on Thursdayafrernoon,
May 22,

Mrs, Edward Bierbaum was
the organist. Flower attend-
ants were Mr. and Mrs, Ray-
mond Willie and Mr, and Mrs.
Ervin Koehn,

Interment was at the church
cemetery. Serving as casket
bearers were Kenneth Schultz,
Oscar Cordes, Roy Meyer,
Harlan Burke, Virtus Cordes
and Mclvin Fruendt, Military
rites were by the Morrison-
Schrader American Legion
Post of Deep River.,

Mr. Stoker, 50, died May 15
in a boating accident at Cam-
eron Lake in Ontario, Canada,
while on a fishing trip.

The son of Charles and Ella
Roth Stoker, he was born Nov,
16, 1918, in Lincoln Township,
Poweshiek County, lowa. Om
Dec. 15, 1918, he was baptized
by the Rev. Otto Kitzman, He
received religious instruction
and was confirmed
John's Lutheran Church., He
graduated from Guernsey con-
solidated scheol in 1936.
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“served in the Arrny dnd in-'

‘ed the rank of Captain. E e-
‘ceived many citations, mclud-‘
ing the Silver Star, three Br-
onze Stars, three Purple Hea-
Trts, a I‘rcsidcuudl Unit Cita-
tion, the Combat Infantry Rif-
leman’s Badge and the French
Croix DeGuerre for excep-
tional bravery under fire,

He held numerous chuzrchof-
fices and was a member of the
Board of Flders at St, John's,
He also served as a member
of the Guernsey school board
and was a member of the Am-
erican Leglon at Deep River.

Mr. Stoker was active in the
commurnity where he farmed
and was associated with the
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Merlin C. Stoker

Merlin_Carl Stoker. son of Char-
tes and Ella Roth Stoker, wag bomn
Nov. 16 1918 in Lineoin township,
Poweshiek county, Iowa. :

He was baptised Dec. 13, 918 by
the Rev. Ottto Kitzman, received

Empire Qil Co. for the past

four years,

i
 Survivors include his wife, :
Edna Mae; three daughters - ;

Mary Ellen, a nurse in Cedar '
Rapids; Deborah Jean, a stu-
dent at the University of Nor-
thern lowa, Cedar Falls; and
Edyth Ann, of the home and a
student at BGM school, Also,
his mother, Mrs. Ella Stoker,

and a sister, Mrs, Jim {Mild-
red) Humphrey, both of Ottum -
wa; and grandmother, Mrs,
Mary Burke of Viciur, ‘

religious instruction and was con-
firmed in St John's Luthesan
church in Lincoln township, lowa
county, Iowa. He received his
education in the Guernsey Con-
solidated school and was graduat-
ed with the class of 1936

He held various offices in the
St. John'sLutheran church, was a
member of Lie buard of ¢lders and 1
school board at the time the new!
school buildiny was erected at the;
rhurlh in 1954, He also served |
as a member of the Guernsey:
school board.

On May 30, 1943, he was united
in marriave to Edna Mae Burke.
To this union four daughters were
born, From 1941 to 1945 he served
in the United States Army during
World War II. In four years he
attained the rank of captain. He
was awarded many citations for
his servies, including a silver star,
three bromze stars, three purple
hearts, the presidential unit cita-
tion, the combat infantry rifleman
badge and the French Croix de

§
!
i
)

H . :
On May 30, 1943, he was mar- He was preceded in death by’ Guerre for exceptional bravgry
ried to Mae Burke. To his father anda daughter, Vir-| under fire. ver of the
this union four daughters were - ginia, f Merlin was a mem. er
l ' American Legion Morrison-Schrad-
er Post 296 of Deep River. He
was 2 lifelong member of the
community where he farmed and
for the last four years was asso-
ciated with the Empire Oil com-
pany. At the time of his death
he was an operator of Star Inn
on Interstate 80 north of Deep
River.._
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