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Ferguson,
former
president of
Grinnell College,
dead at 60

Pamela A. Ferguson, the 11th presi-
dent of Grinnell College and more
recently a professor in the school’s
mathematics and computer science de-
partment, died early Saturday morn-
ing, April 24, in Des Moines after a
long battle with cancer and other re-

 lated health problems.

She was 60 years old. A
Funeral services for Pamela

_ Ferguson will be held at 11 am. on
Wednesday, April 28, at Capitol Hill

Lutheran Church, located at 511 Des
Moines St. in Des Moines. o
A visitation will be held at Dunn’s
Funeral Home at 2121 Grand Ave. in
Des Moines on Tuesday, April 27,
from 6 to 8 p.m. o
Ferguson was appointed president
of Grinnell College in 1991 and served
in that capacity until 1997. After step-
ping down from the presidency, she
continued to teach. In 2003, she was
appointed the Bried-McFarland pro-

. fessor of Science.

“Pam Ferguson was a great aca-
demic leader, a person of strong con-
victions, a confident funny colleague,
a fine teacher, a wonderful daughter,
wife, mother and grandmother, and to
many, a_friend,” said Russell K.
Osgood, president of Grirmell College.
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“She came to Grinnell as president and
her leadership and wisdom changed
the campus and the college for the
better. We have all admired het tenac-
ity and spirit asshe contended withand
we believe triumphed over the physi-

" cal problems of late. We will miss her,

and remember her, and in due time
honor her greatly. Our thoughts are
with her family and particularly her
beloved husband, Roger.”

Born in Berwyn, Ill,, she lived in
Indianapolis, Chicago and Miami be-
fore moving to Iowa.

Ferguson earned her B.A. from
Wellesley College in 1965 and her
M.S. and Ph.D. in mathematics from
the University of Chicago in 1969.
From 1970 to 1991, she was a profes-
sor of mathematics, associate provost
of the University of Miami and Dean
of the University of Miami Graduate
School. :

In 1991, shesucceeded George Drake
as the president of Grinnell College,
the institution’s first woman president

During her tenure as president of the
college, Ferguson presidedoveran $89
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possible three major building projects.
The first was the renovation of

. Goodnow Hall, the oldest building on

campus, during the college’s sesqui-
centennial year. The second was the
initial phase of the Robert N. Noyce
Science Center, which was completed

in 1997. The third, the $22 million

construction and renovation of the
Bucksbaum Center for the Arts, was
completed in 1999.’

She also oversaw the schogl’s ses-
quicentennial celebration, which drew
together Grinnellians, on and off cam-
pus, as well as community me‘mberg,

in a recognition of the college’s hern-
history. _
tagSch:;“?vas a rrr};ember of the Ca_pltol
Hill Lutheran Church, the Natlonq,l
Science Board (1997-2Q4), the Uni-
versity of Chicago Division of Phymc-l
cal Sciences Visiting Committee an

Phi BetaKappa. She pubhs}'xed over40

articlesand traveled extensively, reacl‘;-

ingallseven contilgxelnts and evenstand-
ing at the South Pole. :
- mgShe is survived by her huspand, D.

Roger Ferguson of Des Moines; her

daughter, Amanda Wilson of Atlanta,

Ga.; herson, Keith AndersonFerguson

of San Diego, Calif.; her parents,

Clarence and Ruth Anderson of

Carmel, Ind.; a sister, Kathleen Ander-

son Hull of Monrovia, Ind.; a grand(-1

son; and the balance of her extende

farl‘\‘li:z)r,r'\orials may be sent t0 Caplt.ol
Hill Lutheran Church Outrcach Minis-
tries care of the chptch at 511 Doeés
Moines St., Des Moines, lowg 5’03 09.



