Sad Tragedy
c¥ Ends A Life

~|&- |99
Mrs, John Thomas of Westfield is
Instantly Killed by Accidental
Dischurge of Rifle

. v,
TRIGEER CAUGHT AS SHE
CLIMBED THROUGH FENCE

Funeral Services Will Be Held Wed-
nesday at 2 p, m. From
Westfield Chareh

'
——

Mrs. John Thomas of Westﬁeld\
neighborhood, was instantly killed
Sunday morning at 11:30 when struck
just in front of the right sar by the!
bullet of 4 .22 rifle, accidenially dis- (
charged when Mrs. Thomas attempted ;
16 crawl under a wire fence. She wagj
going to the chicken pen to kil a’
Chicken for dinner, and as she crawled 1
through the fence the rifle was dis- ‘
charged In some unknown manner. ;

Mr. 2nd Mrs. Thomas were  both
employed in the canning factory here.
They worked late Saturday njght and
returned to their home, about Tive
miles soutbwest of Grinnel], at 1
o'clock Sunday morning. - - ‘

Mrs. Thomas arose about 9 oclock:
Sunday morning and, leaving her
hushand in bed, she and her son went
to a grove near the house to shoot two
or three squirrels for dinner. They
tooK a small bore, hammerless rifle
with them.

Unable to find any squirrels Mrs,
Thomas and her son started back io
the house, mtendmg to kﬂl a ¢hicken’
for. dmner - The ‘boy ra.n -ahead . to‘
secure. corn’ with which to attract the;
chlckens 50 that ona might easuy be-l
caught, . ]ea.vlng hia mothe “wWith the
rifle J

It was necessary to cross 8- fence
near ﬂu:- houge and Mm ’l"homas.
climbed thmugh then attempted toi
pull the ritle through after her. In
some manner the rifle wag discharged, '
the bullot onustng ~alwosl instant
death. : !

"Before -her - ma.rriage Mrs Thomag
was Minnie - Ellen Selle, - the Qﬂg&h:
ter of Mr. aud Mrs. Herman Selle, '
She passed her thirty-third birthday :
in August. She'is survived by her hus. t
band and one son, She was an active, -
helpfal woman, devoted to her fam-
11y and interested in all good things.
The tragedy has cast a pall of griet
over ail who knew her, i
 Funeral services will be keld Wed-
nesday afternoon at 2 o'clock from
the Westfield church and burial will
be in the Westfield eemetery,
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