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After having lived /in Bb](:‘(,t
poverty in mde\cnbab!y filthy.
guarters for many years, an ec-,
rentric former Grinnell interior
lecorator who ‘was committed
0 "the county home last week
vas’ found to be -in’ thé peiey
sion of large sums of monéy
vhich could have provided him
vith a comfortable retirement,
County and local law enforce-'

nent officers and . Counfity At-|business here more than 20
crney - Norman McFarlin, who [years ago.
earched  James Totton’s three Shul Out of Rooms

oems. abuve the Arneld. Shoe
tore here after the 89-year-eld.
nan was found insane, discover-
»d  a large number of bills
Jcked. away amid rotiing cloth-

Wzth

Lwed
$20,000

found mostly m bundies of bills
of . varying denominatzons, in-
cluding some’ $500 bills,

* Tatton was found two weeks
ago . Sunday wandering around
the downtown business distriet

Twearing -only -a- sweat- ﬁhwb»and{

Suit coat He was asking passers-
by directions 1o the Miles Hard-:
ware storc and Batcs' pharmacy,
botyy of which firms went out of

He was taken into custody by
local police who washed and
clothed him. In answer to offi-
cers' questions, Totton revealed
that he had left his rooms for

|

»s and other debris which filied

the “apartment.”

~ Bundles of Bills
Although no  official
moeney was released,

than $20,000,

James Totten
Dies at Monte

Aged Eccentric Who Had:

$2052£03{21Ap+ Here !

5,1284

eccentuc for-

|
i
|
|
!

state-
ment concerning the amount of!
informed |

sources placed the total at more! | before
“The money wasland committed  to the count} ’

E!ames Totten s
mer Grinnell decorator believed!

to be almost 90 years old, died,
this morning at the county!
home south of Monlezuma. -

Funeral arrangements are !
pending awaiting word from
two sisters, one in Michigan
and one in California. Friends
may call James funeral home.
for informalion regarding ser-
vices,

Totten was commilted to the
county home last April after!

1

police found hinr wandering on

the streets in a disrobed state. |
At that time a sum reported to

be about $20,000 was found in
his squalid quarters.

!

PSLLELELE PR

t ol L
home. McFarlin was appomted
temporary | guardlan T

A preummary checlg of Tot-
ton‘s: rooms . last, week révealed
the - nearly - indescribable . condi-
fuons in W'hlch Lhe. 0ld auan- hiad

3 "*:a‘.number .{of

oeem.sz;n
'years
" Junk and Moldy iFood

|

"All of the Tooms were filthy
beyond description and strewa |
with old clothes, discarded junk'
and scraps of food wmoldy with:
age. Some of the money was
recovered then, but the remaind-
er was not found until-a . thor-
ough search was -orgamzed Sat-

-urday,

All of ihe ‘cash was shlp'ped

some purpose and that the door
had swung -shut behind him,
locking his keys -inside.
Qbviously out of fouch w1th!
reality, he was given a hearing '
the .insane commission

HAD $90,000 BUT
POSSESSIONS SELL

SORSIA ..

}Mssessmns of 'the late James
Taoiton, whea hid 380,000 in his

.

squalid quarters above a Grin-
nell shoe store, brought a mere |
$143.55 when ;old at auctlon |
Saturday. .

“Sold were about. 80 lofs of |
clld furniture and boxes of mis-
cellaneous articles. Many items
had only “junk value” Some
ol 1he older pleces were pur-
chased by the Grinnell Muse-
um Society. ;

A former decorator, Totton ‘
died last year at the age of- © |
about 90. Subsequently $90,000 |
in ¢ash, securities and stocks
was uncovered. Tctton lived as
a recluse, scavenged fond from -
garbage cans and picked up
coal along the tracks,

Two sisters and a nephew
are heirs to the estate being
administered by County Attor-
ney Norman Mckarlin.

| portedly ‘spént nearly s a “week

at once to 1the Des Moines " Na-
tional bank. 1t gavc off such’

‘a strong ‘pdot that bank officials

there reportedly "decided not to
put it inty circulation but rather

[to exchange it for mew bills.'

"Always Eccentrie -

‘According to local sources, Tot-
ton had once been known as’
one of the most skilled interior
decorators in \town Always ec-
Ll—_ul,ul., ht:.lefused io ' penmit
| persons w15hlno 1o pay’ hidi -to
enter his rooms, instead having .
them push’the Dills and cash
underneath - the ~ door. Appmnt-
ments for Work were madc in
the same jnanner, ’

A sister of Totton’s once .re-

1

in Grinnell . trymg to reach hlm
but the ~old; ‘man_ refused -,
miget her or spermlt her o enter
his” rooms. “She'<left . town Cawith- |
out.having"taiked to Ihlm
Totton apparently _never had|

any friends ‘in fown and was re-:

ported to’ “have ‘salvaged his food

fiui - garkege - <ans for several |}
He - refused for a long,-
time to have electric lights in-|:

years.

stalled in -his room, preferring

instead an -old kerosene lamp.
‘Electric’ Light™

When -

mock-up . .electric ‘ceiling -light,
complete with socket, bulb and

shade, but Suspended from the.
“ceiling. by a double length of

string.

Police are now luoking for
possible relatives, Totton, mean-
while, is at the county home
'where, according to Mrs. Ken-}
neth IIayncD, superintendent, hp|
is slowly improving and causes |.
‘no trouble. i ;

law  officers searc‘ned{
"his flat, however, they found a



¢

 Another $50,000 Found In Totten Rooms

~

Compartment

Money Cache
In Hidden

H-R Atz 15,1955
Accidently Discover

Remainder Of Savings
Of Deceased Eccentric |

An additional $50,000 belong-|
ing to the estate of the late]
James Totten, was discovered in
the rooms lcrmerly occupied by
Totten over Arnold’s Shoe Store
Thursday allerncon by Chief of,
Police Walde Johnsorn and John |
Burma.

The fortune, discovered in a
hidden compartment of a chest,
was i two ¢pen hundles and an
oileloth cover package. Nearly
$25,200 was found in currency,

share,

rency was in $20 bills, Another _ Thursday’s find was made, John-

$10,000 “was found 'in the form !son and Burma had been dispos-
of government bonds whaile many _ ing of trash and listing an in-
other valuable sccurities were ! ventory of the estate for the ad-
also lound. Altogether, the cache Vministrator. R
totaled over $50,000. | 1n all, over eight truckolads of
Earlier in the week, 100 shares {{rash rad already been removed
of Milwaukee Rallroad stock had | from the building and Johnson

. been uncoverad along with four ! and Burma were waiting for the

last load te be hauled away
when, by accident, the hidden
treasure  compariment was dis-
Tolten, an clderly recluse whe| covered, Johmsen was showing

Burma where the last find had

died ndarly one vear ago, Tmo_
occupied the rooms for over 501 been made when he accidently

years and had been known R__#mwwmm a hollow place on the
spend very little money althougl ' chest. The secret hoard was re-
he had been regwarly employved | vealed after the two men broke
as a painter and paper hanger| open the compartment.
during most of that time, _. County Attorney Norman Me-
Several previous searches of | Farlin, administrator of the es-
the reoms had brought to light| iate, was promptly notified- of
nearly $38,000 hidden in the:the  discovery. McFarlin was
sanie chest and scattered in var-; away on a vacation at the time
ious other hiding places through-|and the rooms “were closed
out -he rooms. After the last| awailting his return. '
such find in the fall of 1954, it] Known heirs to the gstate in-

dollars in cash. Par value of the
stock was estimated ar $25 vmwh

-

the bills ranging in denomina-
tions of from $10 fo $500 bills.
However, the bulk of the cur-

was believed that all of the|clude two sisters and a nephew,
moucy Lad heen recovered. When! all residing in other states,

!
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Hay, It's Hot!—

 TEMPERATURE 200

So you think 100 degrez iem-
peratures. are hot?

Art McDowell of Pawesh-
shiek Mutual Insurance Agency
al Grinnell, telit of some 230
degree heat recorded near Gil-
meun las. week. -

McDowell said hay on the
Delbert Sears farm near Gilman
was checked and found to be

230 degrees, highest -McDowell
1ean ever recall. :
In fact, two  thermometers

L were used fo check the hay.
After the first'one recorded 280
degrees, it was thought to be
broken. The second . check ve-
ified the temrperature,

The hay, in an outside stack,
had to be welted down con-:
stantly while ‘being moved to
prevent it from exploding and
igniting, McDowell said, -
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