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Korean War Casualty's Body Returne Rites Held
To Native Grinnell for Final Burial Tes He
S al i At Hazelwood
rravesi rites  wwi € con- [ occupation forces in  (Germany ' g_ﬁ - 55 :
ducted_ at  Harelwood cemetery! and Austria. being discharge& ; ﬁde ervices
at Gl:mnel'l Monday afternoen!in April, 1947, and placed on i Vra\‘re
:Lor' Pi}s. l%ale Edwin Van Dras-|the reserve list. ! . Conducted by Local
a4, who died wWhic & prisonegri I s c loved t Swift! : : 1
o “the Communist Novth Kor-!andeCo“md;anvm?nO'\C;c'iﬁ;ell C‘::x‘tili American Leglon Unit. -
eans on May 7, 1 | re-enlisting on  June 20 1950, s " is i
The body will arrive in Grin- | After 11'a:i.ning, a\; Fr Riley.| Graveside rites were held thlS“
nell Saturday evening and will! Kansas, he was sent {o C:am“n!

afternoon (June 27) at Hazel-!

Beoat Smith Funeral liome un-|Stoneman, Calif and f wood cemetery for FPlc. Dale:
) : , " rom A e
Ltit the Monday services, ! . Edwin Van_Draska,. who died!

! . i there was sent ‘o Korea, ar-.
Memorial rites for the Grin—_h'iving in August, 1950. ;

nell youth were conducted on; Qne n':ontlflater Sept. 4, 1950
March i4, 1054 at Grinnell. the was wounded ’nnd waé hos-’;
Van Drasla's body is being | pitalized in Japan until fully re-.
returned to his native country jcovered. Oct. 20, he went back’
for burial wunder “Cperation . to duty with the 2Ist infantry|
Glory,” an exchange of dead regiment of tihe 24th divisio;'x’
between the Communist con-|and on Jan. 3. 1951, was cap-i
trolled North XKorea and the!tured bv the Commu'nists. i
Republic of South Korea. | He died in a prisoner of warf
The graveside services will he camp and was buried at Pyak-
1. B

May- 7, 1851, while = prisoner‘
of war in North Korea. |
Van Draska, the son of Mr. !l
awwm
returned to Grinnell for finall
-burial, through the efforts of!
i “Operation Clory”, a mutuel]
|agreement* between the Republic
iof South Koré;a and communist- |
" controlied Nprth Korea, to ex-|
¥ Ichange war dead. = 7 7 I
I Memorial rites were held for;

"the soldier on March 14, 1954

officiating. 'The American Le-
gion ceremonial unit will alse
take part.

Native and lifelong resident
of Grinnell, Pfc Van Draska was
born May - 20, 11927, the son' of
Mr. and Mrs Art Van Drasks
He was educated in the Grinnell

f
]
held at 2 pm. ot Hazelwood |dong, North Korea, -
cemetery with Rev. E. E. Beally; Van Draska had received n{
|

school system and graduated in
1849. He entered the U. S. Ar‘my!
in August 1943, took basic
training at Camp Fannin, Texas

commendation from President
Dwight D. Tisenhower for his
service and supreme sacrifice
for his couniry. o

Surviving are his parents, !
four sisters, Mrs. Keith (Ruth) |
Bortell, Mrs. Raymond (Donna)
Meldrem, Mrs. Roger (Shirley)
Tharp and.Mrs. Charles (Heleny
O'Brien; two brothers, Richard!
and Jim: and his grandmother,
Mrs. Annie Peterson of Ban-i
croft, S.D.

and was assigned to the U i

shortly after it was learned hcj
ihad dicd in a prisoner of war;
| camp, !

Van Draska was bhorn in Grin-
nell on May 20, 1927 and at-
tended pum_iere, 'gi'ad—l
uating in 1948, He first entered
ithe army in August of 1945 and
‘served with the army of ocen-|
\‘\pfirm in Furnpe. After his dis-
‘charge in April of 1947, he re-’
turned to Grinnell where he was
employed at Swift and Company.

i He reenlisted on June 20, 1850
and was sent to Korea in August
of that year. He saw action
with the 21st Infantry Regiment,:
'24th Infantry Division, on the
Korean front. Taken prisoner by,
the North Xoreans on Jan. 4,
1951, he later died while still a
prisoner, s

President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower had awarded a commen-
dation to Pfe. Van Draska for his:
‘service and supreme sacrifice for,
his country. .

He is survived by his parents;
four sisters, Mrs. Keith (Ruth)
| Bortell, Mrs. Raymond (Donna)
| Meldrem, Mrs. Roger (Shirley)
i Tharp, and Mrs. Charles (Helen)
O’Brien; two brathers, Richard
;und Jim; and his grandmother,
-Mrs. Annie Peterson of Bancroft,
| Seuth Dakota. )
i Jack Day conducted the ritual]
;and Charles Ziegenmeyver was)
iin charge of the American Le-;

i gion Ceremonial Unit.

|  Pallbearers were: Robert!
Jones, Hnward Neighbore, Artl
''Risse, George Turney, James|

! Webia and Pau! Weber. !



