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ANUARY 20, 1958

DEATH WRITES
FINIS” T0 A
RICH LIFE

Funera'l Service Friday
at Congregational

Church.

YITTUM,

|  Grinnell's egrand  old  man
reached the end of life's pilgrim-
age when Rev. Edmund Muarch
Vittum: passed away, full of years
and honors, at the guiet home at
1132 West street where he has
spent the declining years of his
life in well earned retirement,
Clergyman, cducator and au-
thor, Dr. Vittum bas left his jm-
press on the life of Grinnell in
many ways. Hs.'was a well fuy-
nished and fertile mind, rich in
classic lore and steeped in the
songs of poets. His sermons werc
eloguent, forccful and pracerlul,
He was a pastor as well ag 2
preacher and the homgs  of hiy
[ people knew him in their hours
of ioy and sorrow. During his
‘pastorate  of the Congregational
Pehurch he excreised o polent in-
fluence, not only on the lives of
s own people bul wn the entire
reommunity, and  cven when he

‘ REV. E. M.

|
or so many

aought Lo retjre his people Woulri:
not et :him go, Up to the las |
few years, when* the increasine
mflrmltles of age rompelled lu':
w:thdrawal from all actjye duties, ’
he was mnstanuy in demang at
weddings  gpq funerals apg in
many ways he wag the recipicnt
of the affectionate interest gor

those (o whom he haq ministere(

years.  He had been
failing rapidly during Lhe past
year bu his lust illness had been
of less than 24 hours’ duratien.
He puassed quietly away at his
home on Wednesday' evening at
the ripe old age of 82 years.

Dr. Vittum was the authentic
siecessor of the sturdy New Eng-
landers who had founded Grinnell.
He was a New Hampshire man,

having been born at Sandwich
(Qct. 24, 1854, the son of Stephen
and Ruth (Tappan) Vittum. He
graduated from Dartmouth Col-
Ilege in 1878, took his master's de-

grec in 1888 and  received  hia
Haehelor of Divinity Degree Irom
Yale in 1884, In 1898 Grinnell:
| College  conferred upon him the
honorary degree of Doctor of -
| vinity.

L Joven prior (o his griaduntion
ftom college D Vit diad en-
tered the educationm? field, sery-
ing as prineipal of Orleans Lio-
eral Institute in 1873-T4 Imime-

diately  following  his graduation
in 187% he  became  professor of
athiematies i Roberts College
in Constantinople, where he served
until 1551.

Ordained in the Congregational
miindstryr in ISSd, v s epted his
first pasturdate in Guilford., Conn.,
‘on the sea, where he s=crved for
foir huppy "vears, it
that time that he ntel AMiss Annje
Lriswold, who bhecame  Mrs. Vit-,
tum on AMay 16, 1889, while he
wus puslor in Cedar Rapids. Mrs. -
Vittum  came {0 Granell with
him and  continued  her colicge
work, praduaating with the class,
ar 1900, which  has  ever since !
cdained Dry Vittum as one of ils
henoriry members  and  he has
beent an honored  and ]:r'nmi:wm'
Hgure at a number  of class re-
tnions.  Mrs.  Vittum  was  the
pnssessor of a beautiful  sopranc
_voice and for a number of years
was soloist in  the choir of Lhe
Congregational church. She passed
ciway in 1803.

Dr.” Villum came west
lo accept the pastorute
Congregational church in Cedar’
Rapids. He served (here until
| 1891 when hie came to Grinnell to
u«mm his real life work as pastor

sf the GCrinnell Congregational
church,  His pastorate continued
without Interruption  unul 19y
! ind during that time the church

s dnrine

in 1888
of the'

‘| Sunday school librarvies.

| Neow

Cheeame known as one of the larg-
i
of the

influential

Zongregational churches of  the !

‘cst and most

slate.

He resigned in 1907 to accept

the presidency of Fargo College
‘n North Dakota, where  he
served until 1909, resigning to
become professor of English liter-
ature in the Georgia Normal Col-
lege in  Milledgeville, where he
remained happily until 1917.
During the World War, when
Rev. E. W, Cross went to the
front as a chaplain, Dr. Vittum
returned to Grinnell and supplied
the pulpit from 1917 until the re-
turn of Dr. Cross in 1919, when
he accepted the pastorate of the
Firgl Congregationi! church in
Muscatine, where he remained un-
' | til he retired in 1925 and returned
J to Grinnell to make his home.
Since his retirement he has
served in the ol pastay

capacity

cmetitng far Lhe Qrinnell uhlun-h,
which has loved and honoved the
man who had given to it Lhe
choicest years of his aclive life.

This is the bare record of an
extraordinarily  rich  and active
career, but no werds can describe
the unique quality which Dr, Vit-
tum brought te his pastorate in

Grinnell. He was truly the shep-
{herd of hig people. From  his.
student days the writer can ro-f
nember him as he  drove along ¢

the streets’in al? kimnds or wenlg-
er behind his little black pony an
all sorts  of errands  of merey
and helpfulness.  He was tiigue
A8 o preacher dlso. far thoso dave,
pwhen ministers almost universal-
¥ spoke from manusceript, Dr, Vit-
tium needed  no manuseript. It
was his custom tn advance before
s pulptt and standing  at ihe
very front  of  the rostrum, e
poured farth the vriches of his

"well furnished mind and his over-

flowing heart lefore his prople,
His fame as a pulpit orator was
wide and many of his selnumh]
were classies. i

Dr. Vittum was also an author
al repute, Amung s books e
listed  “'Church  Festivals  in o
Meeling  House”  (188%); “‘Faith
sn the Frontier” (1890); “Head
of the kFirm” (1891); “A Modern
Dreamer” (1%919): “The Vittim
Folks™ (1921), Several of these'
hooks were stories and in their |
day had a prowinent pliice in‘

Though most of his active life
was spent in the middle west, Dy,
Vittum never lost his love for the
England  hills, For many
years he made a4 summer pilgrini- r
age back Lo North Sandwici, '
H., where he owned a rocky f:u ni
that was especially dear to hlm]
and in these beautiful surround-
ings he renewed his strength and

‘| refreshed his spirit, - i

—_—— .



|ty allowable to remain at home,

He had been-hnnnred by mem-
pership in Phi Beta Kalppa, na-
tional scholastic fraternity, and
his name for years hag appeared
in “Who's Who." Since returning
to Grinneil to make his home he
has been a beloved member of the
Kiwanis club and has hbeen TCgu-
Jar and faithful in attendance
even on days when advaneing
years would have made it perfect-

He enjoyed the fellowship whic_h}
he found at Kiwanis and the Ki-

wanians appreciated his ripe wis-l
dom and his friendly -nature. I
 Dr. Vittum is survived by two!
gisters. Mra. Clara Bean of Meri-’
den, N. H., now 86 years old and
very fechble, and Miss Bertha Vit-,
tum. who has kept his home here’
in Grinnell and has given him

loving support and comfort in

these deciining Yyears.

Funeral services will be hcldi
from the Congregational church,!
the scene of  his devoted labors |
for so many years, at 3 oclock)]
Friday afterncon and his body
will be taMWen for burial to Guil-
furd, Conn,, where it will rest he-
gide his own true love, who pre-
ceded him in death so many years
A0,

it i= given to few men to live;
so richly, to labor so fruitfully
and to die surrounded by the love,
and honor of so many friends. .

Dr.  Vittum was  Grinnell’s!

grand old naa,

LAST HONORS
FOR BELOVED

E. M. Vittum Held

rediniscenues ditd oan
prayer by Dr. ¥, A, Bteiner, suit-
Pable voenl solon by Mra, Margery
ii-)uunm and  appropriate  organ

muesic hy Klbherl M. Smith com-
bined to make an unusually suit-
able  service  for Rev. Kdmund
March Vittum, pastor emeritus of

the Cougregational church, Friday

aflerncon.  Fhe service was  ap-
propeiately held  im the  chureh
wiicly Tre Vittwin had served so

active life in this community.
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My "0 Resl in the Lord.”

| ASKETCH AND AN APPRECIATION

| OF REV. E’ M. VITTUM'S 15

YEAR'S WORK IN GRINNELL,
The following addregs was present-
ed by Professor Charles Noble before
the Couneil called recently for t.he

Jtpurpose of taking action upon Lev.

1
1
[
'

i

|
J

J
|

following

ELML Vittum's resignation from: the
pastorate of the Congregational
c¢hurch inthiscity. The words are
soappropiate and ‘so true that we
cannul imagine any  reader who will
not concur in them most. heartily.
Professor Noble on  belizlf of the
couimitiee appolnted by the chiurch
society, spoke as to]l()wé;
“Thecommittes -appointed to re-
bresent the TFirsy Congregational
church in Grinnell befors the Council
calied vo advise the Ekiufch witl: re-
ference to the resigoation” of their
pastor, Rev, I, M. Vittum, ofer the
statement as. éxprcssim;

what they believe to be the feeling of

,(the church and congregation in the

I

| matter.

Dr. Vittum's fifteen year’s ministry

'iin Grinnell bas been one of marked

;. usefulpess. .The number of persousi

)
{
z X
3

1
i

added to the "cg_tbz_rc}l, something over
elevep r_-\;l:@dfi}"ec}_ 1 altogether, ';:‘imlght.
g:_rzl_agiébelcongtdgggd “the result of
tl‘m sfz_‘ya._\izion goings of the chiurch,



er rather than as the dxrecb rFﬁult,
of the individual Jabors. -of, bhe ﬂi%s'
tor; -but to ~haye :held.ithe. vhurch
steadily'to lt.qh"gggu)ar‘w{for‘k 5 1) ha.ve
avoided and overcome. the, dmlculbtes
and obstacles  which - mighr, Liave
hiudered ite success, to have been the
whom this Ienuarkublé, .

lawder under
steady a.ccession: a.veraging seventy-
five each year, took place, is no sma.ll.
aehiavercent. 1If the history had’
been of another sott;  if dissension,
terrible spiritual apathy had marked
the church Ilfe. the pastor would
have had to beur no small share of
tlie bilame. As the history has been
one of peace and prosperity, he should
not Le refused nis share ol Lhe praise.
This period has been one of ad-
vancement in the equipment .o the|

ily the putting in of galleries
in-

rehurel.
| the seating capacity has been
creased Ly about 400, The church
its

buildingy has bLeen completed,
Jeatinr and lightlog apparatus re-
nevated. A new-apd unusually ex-

cellent organ, costing about 510,000
.3 has been msra:reu,-' replacing the
‘large but unsa.tlsra.cbory lostrument
'whlch for several yea.rs has sarely
[trled the pat.tenee of organlgm and
‘of cougregation.. At,the same time
the benevolent gifts of the church
| and coogregatlon have steadily ex-
panded. - ‘
Through some perlods when the
materials for factlonal strife and
contuslon were abundant, and when
an unwise leader might easily have
torn the church lnt,o‘i'ra-.gments, we
biave bean Il:ep.t. frem from factional
disputes, and Lhe wide and somewhat
intense theologl dltIerences which
formerly dlvlded ‘the “church ioto
;| parties ‘have pmpd“' gubirely away.
o Dr. betu;nAh ma.da the churclr
, .a.lea.de: in projectd"*'ror the - better-
| ment ot social, and .civie gondiolons.
i The evenlng free-patllment,s, when

cltuens ot*Grinnell ‘of “all churches

Ed otnqchurch, come tngebher in

1our audzt.orlumw dlscuss topics of
| interest l:o t,he whole Eommumby,
have been a characterismc feature of
husleadership The most enduring

and conspleuous monument, of this
place of Dr. Vittum’s yvnrkﬂ'

=
h prn-

pably the Stewart Public Library
which cermlnly is deeply .indebted to
him: for its inoepcion, apd; whose Jio-|
terests he has cgnt.lnously “ostersd,

is the cha.irma.n*‘ of .-ita ‘poard of
trustees. Anothar t.rlking example
of this pha.se of M.;' Vibt.ums use-
fulpess is- the’ ra.islng of slinn, at
such a free pa.rlia.ment for, the aid of
t,ha sufferers: from the Sa.n Francisco

carthquake ‘and fire. _
“In -the pulpit Dr.,‘r
glyen us strong. scrlpt.u:a Preaching

| Without. £'tie Nisual & Sprigkaler /pulpit
-OLALAISy h%wusﬂca]ded upon his)
hearers to- t,hink ‘for themselves, no
he ha.s a.lw:xys put before bhem _the

;,um has

-

i‘e-su-l—-ts-nf' hig whﬂi;:déiunde!;t []‘n-iz-nT:
ing. Proba his . most- eifective
puipit work®as been inthe discussion
of special toplcs, he being one of the
few preachers who can maks 2
missiopary address of more than
average interest,

Dr. Vitium has been constantly
faithiful to the work of the Congrega-
tional churches in the state at largoe.
ITe has never failed to represent his
churchi and to do his, full share of

work at state and boird assoclation
Ineetings.

, Do Vittum's private life and char-
_acter have greatly sbrengt,heucd Lls
public ministry, IIe has never sparcd
himself. The most severecrmclsm tiiat
can be made upon his methods woul@
be that lie has done too many things-
himself rather than make“others do
them. Ilisspotless purity and ma.nly.,
integrity of life have set before his
congregation and tlie community an
unfailing example of Christian man-
hood.

S0 vigorous and effective a minister
as Dr.Vittum could not fail to receive
propositions as to ether fields of labor;
apd his friends understand that such X
have c¢oma to Lim a.tJ-

times during Lhese yea.rs." My Vet
tum has never troubled his people
with reports of this kind, lm'}ing felt
always unti| now that his work lay
'with us. A definite call to another
“lield of labor having now come to him
and he Leing evidently ioclined to
accept thiscall, the church and con-
gregation have joined with him in
calling this council to advise with
them, We feel that Dr. Vittum has

propogitinns

pecullar adaptations to the special

Fafs ineitad amd t1as

’ WOFl *a whing
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'the call constitutes an opportunity
for increased usefulness tor him. Ilis
j tifteen years servlge in Grionpell, par-
Micularly in the close association of
"hls work with that of Jowa College,
“has doubtless well prepared him for
 this new apportunity. > Many of us
who have heen his friends ard fellow-
"worlkers in these years, __m'll miss his
fellowship and cooperation; but we
shall rejolce with him in the success
which we are confident will be his.
“The church is ot disposed to put wny
1indrances, in the way of Dr.Vittum’s
accepting the call that has come o
him; and while we realize {hat to lind
2 Jeader who will do as good work for
ug as he has done may be very ditlicult,
we yet see no other right course than
to join with our pastor in the reaquest
that the relatiopship between him
and the church be dissolved and he be
made free to accept the call to the

presidency of Farpo College.
ClHARLES NobLK.

C. I. CuiILps..
L. F. PARKER
Committee to represent the church
before the Council. . ‘

BESOLITT00NS AOPTED Y LIS
BOoARD,

Abameeling of the trustees of the
Grinnell Free Library Monday even-
ing December lo, 106, it was voted
that the following resolutions be sent
to our retiring President, the Grinne}l
lierald and Register—
iesolved:

That we take pleasure in spreading
upon our records vhe expression ol
ourappreciation of our retiring Presi-
dent, Rev. Edmuad M. Vittum D. 1),
and of his service in developimy the

Library of this city Lefors il had
home, or its present name, and of his
success in promoting its interests, as
its President ever siuce it became the
Stewart Library.

Weshall cherish greatful recoliec-
tions of his diligeut allentiva to Irs
interests, his literary skill in. the
selection of books and magazines, his

i promptiess, wisdom and aceuracy in

the direction of "its business, and of
his uniform courtesy in all relations.
Committee.
L. F. PaRKER,
E. W. Crarxk.
Mgs. D, W. Moruus.
Miss EpNA Davis,
chairman protem.
Mns. W, S.:RoBT,

Seeretary.



This and vrececding
farticle Irom Steenticel
l{lublhf\b“f":\?égll IE'!‘Ctl Dl"l
Rev. E.M. Vittum Tendered Uis Formal
Rtesigration to the Members of the
Congregational Church Yesterday
Marning, Will Accept the Presi-
dency of the Farpo Congrdgational
Collere.
i 'Tis not often that o paper s
scalied upon Lo chironicle & change
pwhich is of 80 muel importance as
fthat which took place yesterday
jwhcn tev, In M. Vittum closed 1
1|)ustum:u extending  over Hlleen
years of the eity's hislery. by Lhe
reading, at the cluse of his 1sern-
ing’s address of his formal resigna-
Yion from the duties of pasiur 01‘

the ¥irst Cougrepativnai chureh of
|

Griunell. '

{1 leaving pusteral varl 1o tuke
Lhe jresideney of the Iargo Collvege, !
Mio Vithum does not enter u ield
to wrieh he is an entire stranger
but vi the contrary tukes to Lhe
pesiticn an Intellivent anderstand-
ing el the workings ol vdeeational -
stituilens, alitained tlhru three yeirs
professorship in Holeits College at
Censtantinaple and since Lis resi-
dence in Orinnell, thru close cen-
neetive withh the avairs of  lowa
Collegz as member of the Lnard of

Prusbes - il of swhiels bias viven L

Lociear conceplion of U needs wpel
i preblemss of denominationy] schools.
4 Varwo o Cengregationad College is |
'!locu[cd in Fargo, N, Ih. one of Hscl

[ st earisbing eitimg in Lhe state.
‘!l. had its beginning 15 years ago,
fsince when it has advanced
steadily, and now contains an cn-
2500 students. It is
rapidly

rollment  of
(Ju(:;m'u f13 i stale which ds
flil:\ulv;-mu al which  offers  greal
iu[)p()l'lunili(‘.i. Aside 'riin thig siate
Jmiversity therve is oo other institu-

Fion pearer than Minpeapolis, which
yallows a Large territory tur the twoe

sehools to draw from.

] During the ifteen yoars which
bave  clupsed  sinee  Me, Vitbum
JLook chnirge ol the charel 1, has muide

S wany fmprovements.  I'he wemher-

‘ n‘llp bas inereased froni T Lo -
,ﬂf prosimately Lox), and this in spllo
'ur the fzet that iwo new churches |
Thave heen ostalidished in the anean-
Jime 1o devide Lo meniherahip.,
The increase af the eity's population
during this periad Las been o per
cert. while the increass jn the
churels memhiersship has heen 50 per
venl.  Dinrine this thoe substantinl
Chuprovements  hase Leen  made
I 1he chureh, the new gallery
it also the 1awer and the ehurel;
hH been dicorated wl g vendijiat-
g system installed, and  Jasg. Lt
"J‘\' DO neans deast, the splendid pew
Tpipe orenn bas been added, Nl
this speals in bighest teris of  (he
eneruy and ability which Mr. Vi |
e bas put into s work M
Vilbuig Is a0 ol g vigoraus ey

sanalliv, o pRrscnatily which has
lelt it~ fispaint Upoa the hisory
tic elty and its development, \\hi('lsl

years will not soen  ohliterate and |

which 10 s not easy (o st hiate. lnl

leaviue so consenial a tiold coniain.
PR s e o value iy fiend. vy
wssoeiations and coing inty g pew

|

[lield 1o micel amd  overeome Py

cobstacles, My Vittum eoters a line!
" |

tal work for whici: b is especially
I“LH wdpled heeagae ol is vuavlwncv'
|.lml ABTHCY s o adinin et wle s
lm;:,.uu.n::'. Iyopolog to Lhis Hl‘\L(
pileld e tagees with him the Kindest
’wishus and sincere interest of L]ltl
.‘!:uull_\' who have learned 1o respuet
sand adwmire hie as o wun ind !
pastor, d
. As soon s the board of trustees
1fllLL\'e aeted  oflicially  upoy the
resigination.  steps will he (alkon
looking to the selection of sue-
cessar, Tt s nUlL delinitely Known
just when Mr. Vittum will asstme
his new duties Lut he wil] nro-
ceed at opce too  eloxe up  his
allairs here and make ready  for
the ehange,
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LAST HONORS
- FOR BELOVED
- CLERGYMAN

Funeral Services for Rev.
E. M. Vittum Held
Friday.

A beautiful tribute by his pas-
tor, Rev. Robert Inglis, personal
reminiscences and an eloguent
prayer by Dr. E. A. Steiner, suit-
]able vocal solos by Mra. Margery
Bouma.  and approprintc organ
music by Elbert M. Smith com-
bined to make an unusually suit-

able service for Rev. Fdmund
March Vittum, pastor emeriius of ’
i the Congregational church, Friday
afternoon. The service was ap-
pmpnately held in the - church
iwhzch Dr. Vittum had served so
devotedly during the years of his
active life in this community.
| Pallbearers were Judson Blake-
ly, A, M. Button, F..,J. Kiesel
Carl E. Child, Professor ®. B, T
Spencer and John Evans,

! One of Mrs. Bouma’'s selection:
. Wa8 very appropriately a musica
selling of “Crossing .the Bar,” th
poem by Tennyson which Dr. Vit
tum loved and which he was ac
customed to quote so.frequentls
at funeral services. At the close
of the services she sang the love-

Iy “O Rest in the Lord.”

In his brief remarks, Dr. Stein-
er referred  {o three documents
which had been placed in his
hands. Two of these were Church

Greetings. In one of them, prmt—
ed at the timéivot Bra™ Vittum'e
death, Dr,

Vittum Lsexpressed his
thanks for the help and sympathy
which- he had received from his
congregation, In the other, whirh
contained the announcement that
he was relinquishing his paster-
ate, he expressed his faith in
Grinnell and in the Grinnell
church, - and briefly reviewed the

Continued on Page Two.)

Dyas To Discuss

Joving tribute.

'gg61

. 'LAST HONORS

FOR BELOVED
CLERGYMAN

{Continued from page 1)

results pf his pastorate. Professor

Steiner emphasized the fact that
during that pastorate 1,153 new
members had come into the
church. The third document was
a little folder which contained
two pmtures “of Dr.. Vittum, ocne
taken when 'he entered the min-!
islry and ome fifty ycars later,

_land about these two _pictures | the

speaker vo.ve the thought of his

‘the hHerald-Register s privi-
leped to report the remarks of
Rev. Mr. Inglis in full, in the be-

lief that may friends of Dr. Vit-
tum who seec this paper in Crin-
nell and elsewhere, will be glad to
preserve them.

_Rev. Mr. Inglis spoke as fol-
lows:

“What a wonderful world we
live in! A world which zives us
men like Dr. Vittum. God has
nnt =molved all the problems. nor
has He answered all our ques-
tions, nor has He removed all our
sorrows or our sins from us. But
He has done more than that. He
1zs endowed His children with
fe, He has given them a com-

dity of very great value, and

is a most impressive- thing
enl someone, either by lhe dedi-
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-
Rev. Vittam
ast Serv1ces

L2l
Held Fnday

A Congregational Minister
Who Brought Renown
to_Grinnell Church

Last services for Rev. B, M. Vit-
tum, pastor emeritus of the Con-
gregational church, who passed
away at his home at 1132 West
street, were held at the Congrega-
ticnal church last Friday afternoon
with Rev. Robert Inglis conducting.
At the services, Rev. Robert Inglis
gave a beautiful tribute to the life
of this well known Grinnell build-
, Dr. E A. Steiner recounted
many personal reminiscences and
delivered a prayer and Mrs. Mar-
gery Bouma sang a musical setting
of “Crossing the Bar” passages, a
favorite with Rev. Vittum, and “0O
Rest in the Lord.”

Pallbearers included A. M, Bur-
ton, John Bvans, F. J. Kiesel, Carl
E. Child and Professor E. B. T.
Spencer. His body was taken to
Guitford, Comn., for burial beslde
that of his wife who preceded hm:
in death.
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“FINIS” TO A

RICH LIFE

PR A

Funeral Service _Frida.y

\ at Congregational
Church.

"-f}.riiﬁxell's grand old man

reached the end of life’s pilgrim-

age. when Rev,

Edmund. Mapch

Vittum pa.ssed away, full of years
and honors, gt tha qulet home at
1132 West street where he has
gpent the declining years of his

life in well earned retirement.

Clergyman, educator

and au-

thor, Dr. Vittum has left his im-

press on the life of Grinnell
many ways.

nished and fertile mind, rich

in

His was a well fur-

in

clagsic lore and steeped in the
songs of poets, His sermons were

eloquent, forceful
He was a pastor
preacher and the

as well as
homes

and graceful

a

of his

\people knew him in their hours

| of joy and
! pastorate

sorrow. During his
of the Congregatmna.l

church he excreiced a potent in.

| fluence, not only on the lives

of

‘hls own people but on the entire

\commumty, and even -

when he

{Continued On Page 2)
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IDAY, JANUARY 21, 1938,

RITES HELD

Funeral services for Dr. Ed-
mund March Vittum, 82, of Grin-

nell, Ia., former pastor of the
Corfgrp,gah'onal church  there,
were Friday at Grinnel. Dr,

Vittum died at his home Thurs-
day morning, The body will he
sent to Guilford, Conn., for burial,
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Since his retirement he hs
erved in the capacity of past:
meritus for the Grinnell churc
¢shich has loved and honored tb
gan who had given to it t}
hoicest years of his active life
, This is the bare record of &
bctraordinarily rich and activ
areer, but no words can descrit
he unigue quality which Dr. Vi
um brought to his pastorate !

rinnell. He was truly the she
erd of his pevple. From h
the writer can r

‘udent days
;ember him .as.he -drove ..alon
he streets in all kinds of weatl
r bchind his little black pony o
Il sorts of errands of merc
nd helpfulness. He was uniqu
3 a preacher also, for those day:
hen ministers almost universa
' gpoke from manuscript. Dr, Vi
m needed no manuscript.
as his custom to advance befor
s pulpit and standing at tk
ry front of the rostrum, h
ured forth the riches of hi
vl furnished mind and his over
wing heart before his peopl
s fame as a pulpit orator we
le and many of his sermon
re classics.
or. Vittum was alse an authc
repute, Among hia hoola or
ed “Church Festivals in
sting House” (1888); “Fait.
the Frontier” (18%0); *“Hea
‘he Firm” (1801); “A Mader
amer” (1919); *“The Vittur
(1921). Several of thes

[books were stories and in thei
day had a prominent place i
Sunday school libraries.

Though most of his active Iif

‘was spent in the middle west, D:
Vittum never lost his love for th

New England hills.

For man

years he made a summer pilgrim
age back to North Sandwich, M
H., where he owned a rocky farn
that was especially dear lo hir
and in these beautiful surround
ings he renewed his strength ari
refreshed his spirit.
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