\JACH WATSON DIES

il

'| Famous Athletc And ’_I‘ra.mer Is Sud
denly Stricken Af His Home
In Des Moiues,

WAS SON-IN-LAW OF ME.
© AND MRS. W. C. WILLIAMS

Deceased Served Grinnell College As
Track Coach For Period of
\ Seven Years. .

John P, fJack) Watson, at one time

.| world famous as a track and fleld ath-
.| lete a.nd in recenf years known nation-
ally as a tralner of colleze and high
school athletes, died at § o'clock “Sun-

Moines. IIis death, caused by heart
disease, followed a serious and painful
illness of three days. '

. | to athletjes, first as a professional run-

and training and to treating sprains
and injuries. Starting at the nge of 17
he entered the Caledoniah games and:
followed them for eight years, there

sprints, jumps, and hurdles.

prise and shock to hiz many friends
j!or 00 Ohe knew of his illness.
through™ heart had troubled him for
a few months, no one but his wite'
lmcw it, and even during Lis 1ecent -
ness he insisted that no fr]ends or reI-
atives be notified.’

Wa.tson first came to tlns state as
track coach at Grinnell college m 1897,

nine years,’

n
day morning at his home, “in i Des.

W HEARTFALURE

‘Watson had devoted his entire life|-

.|ner and jumper and later to coaching ‘

!being no one in his class in his day as|
an all around track and field man in|.

His death came as a complete sur-|:

CAl-}

l

and liked Dartmouth ke was not satis- \
fied to be a,wa'y from his western friends |
sp last year he resigned as all year
trainer but compromized and r_eturned !
‘there last fall to train the fotiball
| team. Tast week he signed a similar

‘during his brief #llness was that he
1 might not recover in time to join Jeshe
1 B. Hawley, former lowa foothall coach, [

1 versity Watson hasz made his home in

il daughter, Miss Ruth Watson, 15 years

He served here for seven years, re-|
moving to Ames in 1904 where he be-
came frack coach and traiucr-at Towo
State College, a position he held for|
Leaving Ames n 1913 he |
went to the State University of Iowa
in the same capacity but left there |
jearly in 1821 to accept a similar posk§
tion at Dartmouth coliege, - Hanover, |

N. H

“Although Watson enjoyed his work

contract to return there dufing the
next tootball seaspn, and his bhig worry

in handling the Dartmouth squad thls
fall. . - V!
Since he resigned at the state uni-

Des Moines, Mrs. Watson having re-
At P . .

mdined here except for brief visits in

the oast. He Is survived by his widow,a

of age; two sisters, Miss Florence
‘Watson, who has been making her
home with Mr. and Mrs. Watson, and
Mrsg, J, 7. Beck, Rochester, N. Y,, and
one brother, Peter Watson, of Toronto,

Canada.
He was born Dec. §, 1869, at Belfast,

Ireland, of Scotch-Irish parents, and
was one of fourteen children. When

"(Continned on Page Six)
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Jack Watson Dies
From Heart Failux
(Continued from Page 1.)

he was three years old his paren

removed to Toronto, Can,, and it w:

there that he spent his chidlhood, .

When he was 17 years old the Cal
donian games were scheduled in Nc
York, and 1t was Watson's ambiifon ¢
compete in them, a desire his fathe
1ot only did not encourage but one th:
e considered foolish.

4 Toronto friend loaned him §2
barely enough to get him to New Yorl

Watson won $90 in that meot, by
has never divulged the number ¢
first places he won, and statistics ar
not available. He followed the Calc
donfan games for nine weeks that yoa
and in that time won $1,100—a larg
sum In those days, Most of 1t he ser
home to square accounts with his f¢
ther, who quickly saw the wisdom ¢
his son’s action in refusing to be -
clerk at $10 u week,

‘Watson followed the games for eigh.
years. In that time he gained fame
not omly for hisz - winnings by
also for the large number of event:
in which he competed. Ha became
known as “One Jump™ Watson, for In-
variably he conserved his energy by

) . -i
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