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W. O. Willard, Early
 Settler, Passes Away

Civil War Veteran Answers Last Call After Long and
‘ Y Useful Life ! it

o GRINNELL, I0WA, FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1936,
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Since 1868 W. O. Willard has
been a resident™ 6 Grinnell “Town-
ship and Grinnell City, a period of
nearly fifty nineé years. . Ile was
born at Wethersfield, INinois, No-
vember 2, 1840, and was 85 years old
at his last birthday. He attended the
schools of Wethersfield, Illinois, as
well'as the High School in that place.
His father was a pioneer settler in
that part of the state, moving there
from Wethersfield, Conn., and helped
to lay out the town. He located his
farm on an elegant piece of land just

ieast of the town limits. In the early

idays of that community he was ass0-

‘ciated with Hon. Henry G. Little, Iat-

;or -of Grinnell, as one vl the active

builders of Wethersfield.

W. 0. Willard was brought up in the
nursery business and removed to Grin-
nell in 1868 as a good loention to start
the raising of fruit trees for sale.

January 1, 1867, he was united in

. marriage with LBlma E. Shaw of
| Madrid, N. Y., at the Loine uf ~her

. parents in St. Lawrence Counly. His

| bride to be was a school teacher and
‘had come west and had hecome &

! teacher in the public schools of Weth- |

 her husband.

. Ii was here she first met |
. 'They moved to Grin-;
nell in 1868. To them six children|
were born, Frank kK. now - agsistant;
superintendent of the public scheols,
.of Seattle, Wash.; Raymond, who!
died ,in ‘early boyhood, and is buried
.in Hazelwood; W. A, who is now
' Professor in the Department of Bi-
lulugy of {he State University of Ne-
braska, located at Omsaha; Dr 1. G,
‘who served in the medical corps dur-
{Ing the World War in France and is
. now in chdrge of his own vrivate hos-
I pital and is a practicing physician at
Tacoma; Mre. W. B. Kyle of Los Angel-
eg and Miss Faith Willard who has been
“ber father’s help and comfort during

erzlield.

I Mr., Willard ¢nlisted in 1862 with the
'124 Regiment, Illinois Volunteers, and
-served until after the close of the
war, being mustered out in Septem-
ber 1865 at Springficld, Illinois. Mr.
Willard was in some of the most se-
vere battles of the war one of them
being Champion ITill. He was in the!
battle at Vicksburg May 19 when an
attempt was made to charge the
Bhiffs wnder the Confederate forti-
fications. He was with Logan's Div-
ision and at the time of the explosion
at the gShirley House when Union
troops had dug a tunmnel under the
Conflederale fort, be was thrown into
the tunnel with his regiment to hold
it against the attack of the Confeder-
ate forces who massed at this point to
drive back the Union troops. The
124th, Kknown among the Tilinois
troops as the “Hundred and two doz-
en” was the second regiment to enter
Vicksburg after the surrender and set
up the Union flag within the limits or
the city. At the Shirley house he
was so situafed that on ‘the afternoon
of July 3rd when Generazl Pemberton
and General Grant met under the fa-

,the last fow yoars of his life.

~

mous oak to arrange terms of sur-
render they were in full view of Mr.
Willard and his company.

The writer came te Grinnell with ‘
‘his sister in 1875 and for several years
the Willard home was the only home
they knew. It was a home of cul-
ture, of good reading and of goud com-
Ypany. Mr. and Mrs. Willard loved
'education for its own sake and their
children attended and graduated from
college and grew up to occipy posi-
tions of which their parents were just-
Iy proud, ) o
| During Mr. Willard’s recent jllness:
;as he gradually grew weaker, he,
‘lknew wall tha love of his children for;
the old home and when they came toi
cheer his last hours they were hours:
of pleasure to him. In the early '90s
ithe Willards moved to town into the
‘home now occupied by John Evans on .
'Park Street. They afterwards built
their own home on High St., now own- |
ed by Mrs, Paul Peck, This home was |
ia center of college people. all of whom !
testify to the high intelectual inspir-
ation of the home and the estimable
Christian character of Mr. and Mrs.
| Willard. .

Mrs. Willard died suddenly as the,[
lvesult of a stroke of paralysis while!
‘visiting her son Dr. Willard in Deer
‘Lodge, Mont., Aug. 19, 1914
:  The keeping of the home has devel-
‘ved from then chiefly upon his daugh-
ter, ¥aith;, who was an inspiring help:
to ber father and in return was in-
apired and helped by him. )

Mr., Willard was a man of great
fortitude.” He was a man of strict in-
tegrif,y of character and everyone with .
whom he had business dealings can'
testify to his absolute honesty. The
 failure of the Merchants Natiopal
{ Bank, of which he was a stock holder
{to a considerable extent and in which |,
.he had a fair sized deposit for a° man |
of his meuns; Was a great blow to him [
and also a.severe strain upon .‘his
financial resources but he pajd hisas|
sessmen! without a murreur, beeanse
2@ know-it was a, duty aehich deyolved ;
upon him to restore to the depositors |
in the bank hig share of the loss which
they had sustained. L Ao

Mr. Willard’s death occurred Thure.
day, March 4 at about 1:30 o'clock in
the afternoon. For several weeks he |’
had been gradually growing weaker |-
and while it was thought he might|’
last a short.time longer, the thread of
life was snapped and he passed away |
without a struggle, conscious almost
to the last. With him . at .. the . time | -
were his son, F. B, and his daughters
Ruth and #aith,, ' s

The funeral will be held tomorrow |
at 2:30 o'clock at the home of W, G.|
Ray, 821 High Street. i

GRAND AERMY AND W. R. C.

Members of GQordon Granger Post
amd of the W. R. C. will meet at the
hall to go in a body to the home of;
W. G. Ray to atiend the funeral of|.
Comrade W. O. Willard. Be at hall |-
not later than two o'elock.  The fyp-
eral is at 2:30. .
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The death of Daniel Hays set some |,
of us who are coming o he regarded |

as early timers of Grinnell to thinking
of the days not so very long ago
when this country was new. About
1867 W. O. Willard whose father was
4 nnrsery-man at atherefiald, TII,
left his home in that place to find
a location for another nursery. He
w;she:d to establish it either in Towa
or Missouri. He and a brother-in-law
by the name of Chapin started uvul
to find a new location, where the
country was comparatively new and
where there would be a demand for
Ifruit trees and ornamental shrubbery.

Mr. Chapin settled at Nevada, Mis- |

souri, while W. O. Willard found a

location which seemed promising at|

Gx:innell. He bought 115 acres, an
original eighty whera W. M. Rarr

now lives and a thirty-five acre piece|,
‘next to it a half mile from north to|.

south bordering on what was thea the

Rock Creek road and on this tract|

of 135 waecres he planted the frst
nursery in this section. -
However A, G. Williams had a
nursery in Chester township about
nine miles from the Willard nursery
but whether IL was starled befure Lhe

Willard nursery or not the writer|

doeg not know. -

On this 135 acres he started a nurs-
ery of considerable proportions and |:
for many years it was well known in |

thiz section of the state.

Mr. Willard himself was a man of |

honor and those who hought trees,

vines, shrubbery and bushes of Mr. |
Willard were sure to get just exact-|

Iy what they ordered or mot get any-

thing, because it was a matter of|

honor with him to label truthfully
what he sold.

Soon after that time perhaps in
the early seventies, he decided to

.grow osage hedge plants. This hedge

was used as a fence and a wind
break and was becoming quite popu-
lar in Ilinois and he devoted a large
art of his land to the propagation
of it. He built a large covered cellar
in which he planned to winter his
first growth of year old hedge plants.
The plants were carefully taken up
in the fall and laid away as carefully
in this big cellar which was covered
with straw and boards and on top of
that was overed again with a thick
coating of dirt and here the plants
were kept for the winter.

They were in prime condition and
traveling men were out in thig sec-
tion of the state selling them. The
crop was enormous and there was
every reagon to helieve that the sale

would be large. Tt wag Iarge it when.

the time for delivery came it was
found that in the heart of the osage
was & black spot or growth which
very seriously affected delivery. Many
farmers belicving this to be o rotten
heart refused to accept the hedge.
Many of them, however, did accept
these plants and set them out along

the road and these hedge plants grew |
and were the foundation of the num- |
erous fences which were to be found |-

in this section of the state forty years
ago.
Apparently the black core had not
hurt the plants at all but it Bad pre-
vented delivery and the logs of these
plants was very great, so heavy in

, |fact that it was years before he re-|
’|eovered from the thousends of dol-
“llars loss which - he suffered at that
' | time. .
There may be yet some osage hedge

fences living, but it is a good chance |.
if theve ara that they were planted |

about ’73, T4, or T5 from .plants
raised at the Willard nursery in the

“{eary seventies.
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