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! Catherine Mary Wisecarver

' Catperine Mary Wisecarvcri
_was born a rinnell, lowa, Jan.!
24, 1874, and passed away at
Des Moaines, lowa, Dec. 28, 15{2_@_{
Six years ago she suilered &
Qicubling stroke in her home at
| Grinnell, and since that time
i has been ably -and tenderlyl
cared for at the home of a1
daughter, Mrs. Bertha Bradish,
| of Des Moines. .

| She was a daughter, and one
.of four children, born to Peter
[and Mary Slaven MeGrath, an
},early pioneer'famliy Who made
| their home at Grinnell in 1863.

i Her two brothers, Edward and
! Phonse McGrath, ,and a sister

‘Margaret, Mrs. William Johr_m-
'son, have all preceded her In
! death.

Mrs. Wisecarver's father, Pet-
er McGrath, was one of 1he
. original group of men who
‘formed the nucleus of the
Catholic church in Grinnell. He
‘was the mass server, or altar
attendant, who assisted the
priest at the’ first mass €ver
‘held at Grinnell in 1864.

Early, in lifc her father passed
away, and she was reared and
educated with her two brothers
and sister, by a resourceful and
good mother. A vivid recollec-
tion of her childhood was the
disastrous Grinnell cyclone. Dur-
ing the height of its'fury she
and her sister braced a chair
against the kitchen deor of their
home - to keep it closed, while,
her mother cared for an injur-
od foot of one of the brothers’
After graduating from Grinnell.
high school in the,class of 1891,
she attended normal training
and became a teacher.

i Smilh Funeral home, Jan. 1.

__E’r}_ July .of 1897 she married
Edward & Wisecarver, eldest
‘§onor JacsbAnd Francis Wisé-
jcarver, who came Tfrom Scoll
county to reside on a farni east|
Lof Grinnell ‘in the. 1870s7:%All
ithrough their wedded life, Mr.
| Wisecarver was a ‘congenial, loy-
=g] husband and true helpmate.
n 1947 a golden wedding cli-
raxed 50 years of wedded life,

be severed only by ihe pass-

z of Mr. Wisecarver on June

1956.

To them were born six chil
dren. Jacob, Nellie, and George
passed fway in early childhood.
Of thes. the/first two passed
away only five days apart with
the dread scarlet fever of that
day. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Bertha Bradish ‘of
Des Moines and Mrs, Catherine
Fortune of Pontiac, Mich.,, and
‘one son, Louis -Wisecarver of
Grinnell.

Mrs. Wisecarver’s life was an
open book of love, devotion and
service, to her family, her
church, and her many, many
friends. Always, hers was the,
choice 1o inspire; tu lift a bur—i
den; to scatter sunshine and,
happiness, and in their ministry
she was a master. The very
young, the youth, the adult, and
the aged—all were encompassed
and enriched from the wvast
stores of her personality. All
through life she manifested a
deep interest in the quest for
,scholarship and knowledge, be-
jing a keen and interested ob;
|server to the panorama of the
events of a lifetime.

-¥uneral , services were held
Jan. 2 at St. Mary's Catholic
church at Grinnell, with Rev.
Father John Schmitz otficiating
at a Requiem high mass, assist-
ed by Rev. Father V. A. Walsh.
Rosary services were held at

Pallbearers were Danie! Hun-
ter, William Flanagan, Raymond
Wisecarver, ' Alfred -Wisecarver,
Cene Wisecarver, snd “Max Cle-
ments. Burial was dt Calvary

cemetery

in Grinnell !




